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Members present:  Ken Christiansen, Chairman; Bob Gilbert; Andy Artimovich; Doug Cowie; Kathy St. Hilaire, 
Alternate.  
 
Christiansen opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. The Board introduced themselves. Christiansen said the 
paperwork is in order and abutters have been notified.  
 
No abutters were present. 
 
Motion made by Artimovich, 2nd by Cowie, to give Kathy St. Hilaire voting rights. All were in favor with St. 
Hilaire abstaining. Motion carried.  
 
Public Hearing: Applicant/property owner: David Flagg of Brentwood Power Equipment requests a variance 
from the following; Article III, Section 300.002.001.005 (A), requiring a 125-foot front setback from the edge of 
pavement on Rte. 125. Intent is to install 6x6 posts for a porch roof and a corner post/s is within the front 
setback. Property location: 240 Rte. 125, in the com/ind zone, referenced by tax map 216.036. 
 
Present: David Flagg and Nathan Flagg 
 
D. Flagg said after the fire and we started to re-build, we took off 5’ of showroom; a jug out on the front. We 
took 5’ off the front of building and the sidewalk area with the intent to do a wraparound porch, out 8’ across 
the front of the building to have an undercover display to back in lawn tractors and snowblowers. That 
necessitates having 8’ out from the foundation and seven (7) 6 x 6 hemlock posts. 15 years ago, when they re-
paved and re-built 125, they made the shoulder wider. It’s about 2.5 feet wider and puts our building too close 
to the road, even though the building didn’t move. If we go out 8’ from the building, it puts us 6’ into the 
setback. We’re asking to put seven hemlock posts on a pre-formed pad to support the roof. The building is 
angled so the closest post to the road is 6’ into the setback and it will go back a few inches each time but all 
seven (7) posts would be in that setback.  
 
St. Hilaire commented that Bruce Stevens had talked to Glenn about this and had asked what the State’s 
setback was for the Kingston/Plaistow corridor, a 10 to 20-year plan for the development of Plaistow through 
Kingston. The State’s setback is 100’ from the center of the road, not the edge of pavement. Bruce’s comment 
said it makes Brentwood sound aggressive. Maybe the Planning Board could discuss for zoning amendments. 
This seems to be an incredibly reasonable request. Christiansen agreed.  
 
Artimovich said so basically you are only going 1 foot outside your original footprint. Flagg replied yes, we’re 
back 5’ and the 6’ sidewalk so we had 11’. Artimovich said so the encroachment is less than the original 
footprint; that’s fine by me.  
 
Flagg answered a question from Gilbert regarding showroom space and said the showroom space inside is the 
same. This is just a place to put the display snowblowers, lawn tractors that are too big for the showroom 
under cover; a porch area like what Chappell, M&B and Rosencrantz have.  
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Cowie said there are other buildings on Route 125 that are more out of compliance than this. I don’t have a 
problem with this at all. Gilbert said this is a prime example of what we should be passing. The business is an 
asset to the town.  
 
Christiansen closed public input for board discussion.   
 

1. Value of surrounding properties will not be diminished.  All agreed.  
2. Granting the variance must not be contrary to the public interest.  All agreed. 
3. Special conditions of the property exist such that literal enforcement of the ordinance results in 

unnecessary hardship.  All agreed. 
4. By granting the variance, substantial justice will be done. All agreed.  
5. The variance must not be contrary to the spirit and intent of the ordinance.  All agreed. 

 
Motion made by Christiansen, 2nd by St. Hilaire, to grant the variance request as presented with no conditions. 
All were in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Christiansen signed the Notice of Decision and a copy of the decision was handed to David Flagg.  
 
Board Business: 
Motion made by Artimovich, 2nd by St. Hilaire, to approve the February 11, 2019 minutes as presented. All 
were in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Motion made by Artimovich, 2nd by St. Hilaire, to adjourn at approximately 7:21 pm. All were in favor. Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andrea Bickum 
Administrative Assistant 
Brentwood Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 
 
 
 


