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Members in attendance:  Doug Cowie, Heather Dudley-Tatman, Jody Kaufman, Emily Schmalzer, and 

Rob Wofchuck, acting chair 

Selectmen’s Rep in attendance:  Phyllis Thompson  

Alternates in attendance: Bob Glowacky  

Public Present:  Edith Shipley 

Trails Committee:  Debbie Briscoe 

 

Meeting convened at 7:07 PM  

 

Wofchuck moved to give voting rights to Glowacky.  Kaufman seconded and the motion passed. 

  

Cowie moved the May 9, 2918 minutes.  The minutes were seconded by Dudley and the minutes were 

approved.   Schmalzer abstained. 

 

Sherry Trefry of VHB and a representative from Eversource were present to present the Wetlands Permit 

fielded for the maintenance program of the K141 and A126 lines in the easement that runs from Route 

125 to Prescott Road.   The old wood poles will be replaced with steel poles which have a longer life.  

Self weathering steel poles will be used.  Many of the poles are in wetlands or require wetland crossings 

to gain access.  The work is scheduled to start in September.  There will be 294,511 square feet of 

temporary impacts (274,191 square feet of which will be in Prime wetlands) and 32, 993 square feet 

impacts within the 100 foot wetland buffer.  An Environmental Monitor will be on-site to train 

contractors and complete endangered species sweeps and report endangered species to NH Fish and 

Game.  A Public Hearing with the Planning Board is upcoming, maybe the July 5 meeting.  The work will 

be contingent on State Wetland Permits and Army Corps. Permit.  The commission asked questions and 

discussed.  Glowacky moved that the commission had no objections to the project as presented.  Cowie 

seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

 

Mark West was present to present an Expedited Wetlands Permit for 106 Route 125.  The project involves 

a wetland crossing to gain access to uplands for a single family house lot that will be subdivided from the 

commercial property.   A new driveway permit could not be obtained from NH DOT.   There will be 413 

square feet of wetland impacts to a stream that crosses the property.   The stream channel is 7 feet across.  

A box culvert will be used that is 14 feet across.  The culvert is 4 times the volume of a 100 year flood.  

The wetland buffers are met for the rest of the proposed development.  The proposed development has 

received conditional approval from the planning board.  The commission asked questions and discussed.  

Cowie moved that the commission authorize Donald to sign the expedited permit.  Thompson seconded 

the motion and the motion passed. 

 

Wofchuck reviewed the hike of the Kaufman property.   It was publicized by trails committee email and 

Facebook.  The hike is considered a success with 10 non-commission members present.  Some good 

wildlife observations were made during the hike.  The commission discussed continuing the hikes and 

best times of day.   Glowacky and Briscoe to coordinate another hike. 

  

Wofchuck presented an update on South Road project.   

1. Need to finish planning then making trails. 

2. Parking area work needs to be done.  Wofchuck has been working with Highway Department. 
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3. Bridge across Little River needs wetland permit.   

4. The field was cleaning up and about ½ of the Alders were cut by UNH students in need of 

community service hours. 

5. Eagle scouts working on kiosks.  Wofchuck hopes to see final designs. 

 

In order to mark trails and then have volunteers from the commission work on cleaning up the trails at 

their own times Doug moved to have Wofchuck spend up to $100 for flags to temporarily mark trails.  

Schmalzer seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Other Business 

1. Thompson would like minutes posted on the website like others. 

2. Pickpocket Dam was listed as a High Hazard Dam by NH DES.  Exeter-Squamscott Rivers Local 

Advisory Committee (ESRLAC) wants Exeter and Brentwood to form a committee to represent 

the downs as the dam project progresses.  Glowacky reported that he found the contact at 

ESRLAC but that not much involvement was contemplated from Brentwood at this point. 

3. US EPA is hosting regional PFAS public outreach on June 25 and 26 at Exeter High School. 

4. RCCD sent grant application notice about invasive species surveys and work for town own land. 

5. NH DOT submitted a wetland permit for Middle Road.   It is past deadline for commission to 

comment. 

6. There are 9 acres of oyster farming happening at the mouth of the Squamscott River in Great Bay     

  

At 8:40PM Wofchuck moved to adjourn the meeting, Thompson seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Heather Dudley-Tatman 


