
[bookmark: _GoBack]BRENTWOOD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting of February 12, 2020

Members in attendance:  Heather Dudley-Tatman, Heather Gilbert, Bob Glowacky, Emily Schmalzer, Rob Wofchuck
Acting Chairman:  Edie Shipley
Selectmen’s Rep in attendance:  Phyllis Thompson
Alternates in attendance: Reid Bunker, Doug Cowie, Jody Kaufman, and Bob Stephens
Public Present:  2 people were present
Guest Speaker:  Jeremy Lougee, Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire (SELTNH)

Meeting convened at 7:01 PM

Wofchuck moved to give Cowie voting rights, Gilbert seconded and the motion passed. 

Gilbert moved the January 15, 2019 minutes, Cowie seconded and the motion passed. Schmalzer abstained.

Shipley presented an update on Conservation Easement Monitoring training.  There will be an upcoming Friday class. Shipley will ask Wrighton if she could attend.  The commission discussed the option of having someone in to train commission members and the volunteers Wrighton has.  Wofchuck moved to authorize chairman to work on getting easement training at a cost of up to $200.  Cowie seconded and the motion passed.

Water Quality Joint meeting with Planning Board and Commission has been scheduled for Thursday, April 2nd at 7PM.  Wofchuck will send memo with committee’s findings and recommendations.

Roadside Cleanup Scheduled for April 18, 2020 10AM to Noon with BBQ following.   Dudley-Tatman has reserved Pilgrim Church and will place notices in the Brentwood News Letter.

Shipley presented letter and cost from the RCCD for the treatment of invasive species at Split Rock.  Shipley reviewed the costs to date and the area treated to date.  The commission had some questions on 1) need to treat for invasive species, 2) effectiveness of treatment and treating just one area, and 3) chemical safety.   Shipley to see if RCCD can have someone come talk about the treatment.

Shipley updated the commission that she had just received notice that the legal review of the warrant article language had issue with the added language that was added to provide an out.  The commission discussed.  Questions remain on if an “out” is needed and how it should be included.  Wofchuck motioned to empower the chair to continue discussions with the selectmen and legal counsel to move forward with language for the warrant article as recommended.  Cowie seconded and the motion passed.  Glowacky and Schmalzer abstain.

Shipley introduced Jeremy Lougee, requested guest speaker from the SELTNH.  Shipley announced that the sale of the Game Farm Property was completed last week and that she had emailed draft conservation easement language as prepared by SELTNH last week.  Wofchuck recuses himself from these discussions, as he is a board member for the SELTNH.  Lougee presented an update on the anticipated schedule for the easement:
 
1. Present easement language to Selectman next week and get an agreement in place between Town and SELTNH for the easement, 
2. NRCS grant application round in spring,
3. Complete due diligence, and
4. Close on easement in 2021.

Lougee stated that the SELTNH will have a memorandum of understanding signed with the landowner prior to town meeting to show stronger commitment than what was had for last year’s warrant article.

Gilbert moved to present the easement language to the selectman.  Cowie seconded and the 
motion passed.

Shipley said that she was organizing some public outreach for the warrant article:
1. Thursday, March 5th 6PM at the library, and
2. Wednesday, March 11 7PM at the commission meeting.

Shipley had no bills to present.

Shipley received letter from the Kingston Conservation Commission about the Pollinator Pathways.  Shipley has asked the Pollinator Pathways group to present to the commission.
 
Shipley was forwarded a Freedom of Information Action (FOYA) request regarding dog waste bags.  Glowacky suggested that the Town Manager handle these requests as they are often solicitation related.  Discussions led to a reminder that there will be a presentation from Mr. Fox at the library at 6PM on March 11th about waste.

Gilbert moved to adjourn, Wofchuck seconded and the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM.

Submitted by Heather Dudley-Tatman
