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 Members Present:         
 
 
 
 
 
Open    
Chairman Stevens opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Motion made by Bergeron, 2nd by Christiansen, to give West and Finan voting rights. All were in favor. 
Motion carried.  
 
7:00 Public Hearings 
 
7:00 pm – Continued Site Plan Review Applicant: Trident Project Advantage Group; Owner: Emma 
Brentwood Realty, LLC; Tax Map 223 Lot 063; 316 South Road; 2-story building; 
educational/retail/office. Applicant requested a continuation to October 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm.  
 
Motion by Hamilton, 2nd by West, to continue the hearing for Trident to October 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 
 
7:00 pm – Continued Site Plan Review Application: Applicant & Owner: Greg Lambert & Sons Realty, 
LLC; Tax Map 209 Lot 068; Route 125, Brentwood, NH 03833; Above ground fuel storage tanks.  
Applicant requested a continuation to October 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm.  
 
Motion by Bergeron, 2nd by Finan, to continue the hearing for Greg Lambert & Sons Realty, LLC to 
October 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm. All were in favor. Motion carried.  
 
7:00 pm – Preliminary Conceptual Consultation: Potential buyer, Kevin Brittingham to discuss 
development potential on vacant parcel “88” Route 125; Tax Map 217 Lot 024; Owner/s Unio Realty 
Trust and Maria Szava-Kovats, Trustee, 16 Cedar Grove Ave., Tyngsboro, MA 01879. Intent is to move his 
manufacturing company “Q” www.livegordie.com from Portsmouth to Brentwood. New manufacturing 
facility with office space. Possibly indoor and/outdoor testing gun range for the new products. Possibly a 
secondary building to house a few employees or customers/guests coming to visit the facility.  
 
Present: Potential buyer Kevin Brittingham, owner of “Q, LLC”; abutter Frank Bertolino of Diane McCain 
Drive. 
 
Brittingham owns and operates “Q”, a firearms manufacturing facility currently located in Portsmouth. 
The manufacturing is typically ammo, firearms, silencers; military contracts and commercial focused. 
Looking to build a facility that can be added onto. Currently employs about 20 people and they just 
received a foreign military contract so in the next 10 years looking to expand to 100-150 employees. A 
third of the employees are degreed engineers and the average salary is 100K. Q needs the ability to 
shoot indoors; it has to meet all government regulations; OSHA, EPA etc. Kennedy asked if it it’s strictly 
an indoor range. Brittingham said he would like the ability to shoot outdoors but that it’s not part of the 
production process. If they can’t shoot outdoors for sound metering etc., he will just go an hour north 
and buy 100 acres and have a separate spot for the outdoor range; it’s not mandatory. Most of his 
employees live off of Route 101 so Brentwood’s a great location. 

Bruce Stevens, Chairman Doug Finan, Alternate  
Ken Christiansen, BOS rep Brian West, Alternate 
Steve Hamilton  
Mark Kennedy Town Planner Glenn Greenwood 
Matt Bergeron  

http://www.livegordie.com/
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Kennedy was for the business and indoor range but had concerns about an outdoor range. Brittingham 
confirmed that they are not a training facility and all of the shooting and testing is shot with silencers.  
Stevens mentioned decibel levels and issues with Sig Arms previously. Brittingham replied Q only test 
fires, it’s not training and classes with constant shooting. Q uses Major Waldron’s range to test now and 
they use silencers 100%. The ballistic crack, like a whip cracking is the only sound you get. This property 
is 45 acres so there are probably less than 2 or 3 residential houses that would hear this. Bergeron 
mentioned that Diane McCain Drive is a cluster subdivision next to that. Stevens added it’s less than 
1/8th of a mile. Brittingham would like to expand the initial facility 25,000 ft. Stevens suggested a 
wetlands scientist would be your first step. The Board would like to see that lot get developed.  
 
Finan asked is there an advantage to testing outside vs. inside. Brittingham replied for reliability testing 
and function, there’s not. But sound testing for military, Q tests 90% indoors but if the military visits, you 
have to prove sound performance and that has to be done outdoors. Q tests 100% with silencers. 
Kennedy commented that the approval runs with the property. If a range is approved because Q shoots 
with silencers, if Q goes out of business, the next guy could come in and shoot without silencers. Stevens 
and Bergeron mentioned that there are decibel levels and noise ordinance regulations.   
 
Greenwood commented there are 2 viable portions of the lot. The rear portion has an illegal crossing. 
Stevens commented it was temporary approval to cross for forestry but was to be remediated 
afterwards and it never was; about 15 years ago.  Greenwood continued the front buildable area is 5-6 
acres so a 25,000 sq. ft. building would easily fit there. West asked if they mill their own barrels there. 
Brittingham replied Q is in 11,000 sq. ft. and does 15-20% of their own stuff but the capability is there to 
do everything. Q uses 3D printers; all technologies available. A lot of it is in house, but they have seven 
states with machinists that machine some of the products. He wants to grow the manufacturing side but 
has a backlog, 17 months backordered. The gun market is soft right now. Military business is steady; it 
doesn’t follow the political trends. The goal is to never lay anyone off. He is focused more on product 
innovation; using lasers, 3D printers to attract and keep young, smart kids. Come visit our place now it’s 
like Google; arcade, kids and dogs are welcome. He is interested in also building a separate building, in 
essence a dormitory. If you provide a nice place to stay, provide food, 3D printers, technology etc. the 
employees stay longer and work later. West asked if there were any direct sales of guns to the public? 
Brittingham commented no, we sell to dealers and distributers nation-wide and world-wide and to the 
military directly, domestic or foreign. Finan asked if they would do any retail sales on site. Brittingham 
replied not for guns. T-shirts, yes. Finan asked when you test now, what is the duration and the number 
of guns tested. Brittingham replied 40 at a time, every day. Honey badger is 30 minutes, bolt gun or a 
precision gun, 3 hours as each gun is shot 5 times with a silencer unless there is an issue; under 130 
decibels, it’s hearing safe for an impulse noise.  
 
Stevens said it doesn’t appear to be an issue but expert discussion or decibel testing may be necessary 
and this is the first step. Get the soils looked at to determine the buildable area. Brittingham said we can 
meet the decibel thresholds indoors. For the outdoor, it’s not as important as the indoor.  
 
7:00 pm – Planning Board Work Session #2 to discuss potential Zoning Amendments – Draft #2. Once 
final draft agreed upon, a public hearing will be scheduled and noticed in the newspaper.  

a. Deadline to post first public hearing is January 8th, 2020.  
b. Last day to hold first public hearing on zoning amendments is January 20th, 2020.  
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2020 Possible Zoning Amendments for discussion:  

Ken Christensen left the meeting at approximately 8:00 pm. 

1. Change the Cluster Development Ordinance – Add (100) and add the last line starting with In 
instances…to section 3 of 300.002.007.005 to reflect the ability for the PB to have flexibility in reviewing 
cluster residential designs.  Zoning amendment for section 300.002.007.005, A 3: No construction shall 
be permitted within the buffer zone, other than a primary access road which shall be allowed to cross 
the buffer zone at the point of access to the pre-existing Class V or better road servicing the 
development.  Along both sides of this primary access road reserve strips of twenty-five (25) feet must 
be maintained for the first one hundred (100) feet of said primary access road. In instances where the 
proposed cluster residential development incorporates a design that includes several access points to 
the abutting Class V road these may be approved by the planning board if the board determines that 
the neighborhood and proposal are best served by this alternate plan for access. Board was okay with 
this proposed change. 
 

2. Proposal was to change the Accessory Dwelling (ADU) Ordinance to alleviate any misinterpretation by 
removing the line or attached to in the following sections: 900.004.002.001 Provide for the construction 
of accessory dwelling units in, or attached to, existing single-family dwelling units. 900.004.003.001 
Accessory Dwelling Unit: As used in this ordinance, “accessory dwelling unit” means a residential living 
unit that is within or attached to a single family dwelling and that provides independent living facilities 
for one or more persons, including provisions for sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation on the same 
parcel of land as the principal dwelling unit it accompanies. 900.004.004.004 The accessory dwelling unit 
apartment shall be designed so that the appearance of the building remains that of a one-family 
dwelling. An interior door shall be provided between the principal dwelling unit and the accessory 
dwelling unit, this door need not remain unlocked.  Board decided to leave or attached in place and 
instead remove both in the 1/3 formula and add finished space.  

 
Board discussed the concerns on the recent ADU on Lake Road. Kennedy said the regulation says there has 
to be an interior door connecting the ADU and the main house and there is a size restriction formula for the 
ADU. Greenwood said Kip had discussed the Lake House ADU with him but originally a pergola was proposed 
as the connection. Greenwood had said a pergola is not a permanent structure and the only way he can do it 
is with a breezeway because that’s the only way it’s been allowed in the past. It’s supposed to be a part of 
the original existing structure; a built, full foundation, breezeway connection. Bergeron and Hamilton think 
the regulation language of attached is fine and that this slipped through; it doesn’t share an interior door. 
Kennedy said #3 covers that. It says the accessory dwelling unit apartment shall be designed so that the 
appearance of the building remains that of a one-family dwelling. An interior door shall be provided between 
the principal dwelling unit and the accessory dwelling unit, this door need not remain unlocked.  It’s clear. 
Greenwood said the breezeway should be a structural part of the building. It can’t just be a roof connecting 
two buildings. Bergeron suggested adding finished space; a breezeway with finished space specifications. 
Board discussed adding finished space and re-working the percentage/size formula and remove 1/3 square 
footage of both units; make it a 1/3 of the original dwelling square footage, not both. (Can’t exceed 1,500 sq. 
ft). Glenn to re-work adding the attachment has to be finished space and removing both in the 
percentage/size formula and leave attached in the ordinance.  
 
3. Septic – 2’ bed bottom - 400.005.003 p. 32 in zoning book. BOS gets waiver requests so they want to 

amend the septic zoning to allow the 2’ separation from the bed bottom.  Glenn spoke with Mike 
Comeau from RCCD and he is for this change due to better septic design now. The Board is okay with 
changing 4’ foot to a 2’ separation. 
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4. Change 30 days to 45 days to comply with new HB 136 effective July 9, 2019 for the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment – Page 99 & 100 in zoning book (on file). This amendment/change was discussed in the July 
18th meeting and the Board was ok with it. 
 

5. Impact fees on additions and ADU’s (attached) to main structure. Impact fee for ADU – change zoning 
reg to have ADU impact fee in line with 55+ housing? Reduce the ADU impact fee to eliminate the need 
for waivers. Bruce Mayberry has an ADU impact fee that he’s developed. Impact fee is assessed on new 
construction. Board discussed. Glenn to call Bruce Mayberry to discuss his ADU formula. 
 
Board Business 

• The Board signed the manifest.  

• Information for the Board:  
a. Danna Truslow has presented the 2020 estimate and contract draft (emailed 10/2/19) - 

$12K. She will present the final summary of the 2019 water sampling at the November 
7th PB meeting.   

b. An updated page was given to Board members re: Article V Home Occupations: 
500.001.002.002. Home occupations shall not use more than twenty-five (25) percent of 
the gross floor area etc. This zoning change had been approved in March of 2017 but the 
correction from use to (shall not) use not updated in the zoning book.  

 
Greenwood updated the Board on two items:  
Sampson property. Greenwood had sent a letter to the BOS regarding the Sampson property as the 
Planning Board has tried for years to have him come in for site plan review. The use of the property has 
expanded since 1982. The site has vans; containers with trees growing out of them (junk cars) and DOT 
decals on them from 1985 and 1986. Greenwood commented that Kip had them do an inventory list for 
a circulation of inventory but the circulation every 90 days, required by the state, is not happening. 
Board discussed. Stevens said When his father ran it, the stuff was out back and the front of property 
used to look like a residence, after 1982, he’s moved stuff from the garage forward to the front of the 
road. It was after zoning and site plan had been enacted. A site plan will address fire access and that the 
display area can’t be on the edge; it can’t be within the setbacks. Greenwood commented that he can 
make a clear case that he’s been doing this for 30 years. The Town always stops and it’s only the 
Selectmen that can go to court with him. He’s never had a site plan; there is commercial activity without 
a site plan. If we continue and show this information then the state will be forced to pull his license. If he 
loses his state license, then he can’t have all those vehicles parked out back. Christiansen said Kip has 
documentation that he has been out there this year and has a list of the vehicles that should have been 
rotated and they have not been rotated.  
 
Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by West, to have Greenwood send Sampson another letter stating that 
he must submit a completed site plan application to the Planning Board within 60 days. All were in favor 
with Kennedy abstaining. Motion carried. The BOS could request a cease and desist if there is no 
compliance.  
 
Brickhouse Motors follow up. Bickum said after Brickhouse Motors received Glenn’s letter, they 
stopped by to update the PB office. They have removed most of the vehicles and turned the last 2-3 
around so they face away from the road. They will make an appointment to see Glenn to discuss future 
vehicle storage options and a site plan application. Their state license and their letter of intent to the 
Planning Board stated no display of vehicles. (Tax Map 208.027.000) 



Brentwood Planning Board 
Minutes 

October 3, 2019 

 5 

Approval of Minutes:  
Motion made by Bergeron, 2nd by Hamilton, to approve the minutes of September 19, 2019 as 
presented. All were in favor with the exception of Christiansen (he had to leave at 8:00 pm) and Finan 
abstained as he was not a voting member at the meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Bergeron, 2nd by Hamilton, to adjourn at approximately 8:33 pm. All were in favor. 
Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andrea Bickum 
Administrative Assistant, 
Brentwood Planning Board 


