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 Members Present:        Bruce Stevens, Chairman             Kevin Johnston, vice chair          
                                         Mark Kennedy                                Steve Hamilton                                         
                                         David Menter, BOS rep                 Matt Bergeron 
                                         Jon Morgan                                     Lorraine Wells, Alternate              
                                         Brian West, Alternate                   Town Planner Glenn Greenwood         
 
Open    
Chairman Stevens opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
7:00 PM:  Representatives from the Town of Brentwood will meet with the Planning Board to discuss the 
removal of brush and several trees on Prescott Road (a Scenic Road) from the North Road end.   
 
There were several residents present for this hearing tonight. 
 
Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by Morgan to give Wells voting rights:  all were in favor. 
 
Stevens said the hearing is in accordance with RSA 231:158 for scenic roads.  Road Agent Wayne Robinson and 
contractor John Bell were present to answer any questions this evening.  Bell is the contractor doing the 
Prescott Road work.  
 
Bergeron arrived at this time.  Wells stepped down from voting, as there is now a full board.  
 
Bell said they have flagged the trees in question, and they are working with the state to remove the Y 
intersection to create a T intersection at the North Road end (North Road is a state road).   They are not 
relocating the road, but need to lower it to meet North Road.  He said the original design was to lower the 
road considerably, and when the application for the access to North Road was given to the State, they were 
given the original design plan, and have since submitted a new plan to the DOT with a different grade that will 
not lower the road as much, and there will be less encroachment onto the side slopes, and the state has not 
decided whether or not a new permit is required.   They still need to make the tree cuts to blend into the new 
road grade.  They are asking permission to cut the trees in order to complete the road in the same footprint as 
it was, with a T intersection.  Bell said the original plan would have lowered the road one to three feet, and the 
new plan is much less disruptive.   
 
Robinson said there are 11 trees from the North Road end of Prescott that need to be cut, and three meet the 
scenic road criteria.     Resident Rebecca Foster said that the RSA measures by the circumference, and not the 
diameter.   She said that all the trees marked are 15 inches in circumference.  Hamilton asked Robinson if he 
measured the circumference or the diameter and Robinson said the diameter, he said he went across the 
front of every tree, and Hamilton said the RSA said to measure the circumference.  Robinson said he did not 
measure all the way around the trees, just the front.   
 
Stevens read the legal notice that was posted in the newspaper, and the prescribed number of places in town: 
“Pursuant to RSA 675:7, and RSA 231:158, notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the 
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Brentwood Planning Board on Thursday, August 16, 2018 at 7:00 PM at the Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 
Brentwood, NH to discuss the following: 
 
7:00 PM:  Representatives from the Town of Brentwood will meet with the Planning Board to discuss the 
removal of brush and several trees on Prescott Road (a Scenic Road) from the North Road end.” 
 
Stevens said the PB is not limited to a number of trees, that the presentation made is that these 11 trees need 
to be removed in order to accomplish the road construction.  He said the hearing was properly noticed so the 
PB can make a decision.  He said that Robinson had determined that 11 trees needed to be cut. 
 
Foster made reference to the town warrant article that was passed for the funding of the work on Prescott, 
and Stevens stopped her and said the Planning Board only has jurisdiction to discuss the scenic road 
application, and the warrant article would be under the purview of the Board of Selectmen, and said the PB is 
not going to discuss the warrant article, as they have no authority to  act or make any legal decisions on any 
issue involving the warrant article.  He said the only thing the PB is empowered on to make a decision is the 
removal of trees.   Foster asked that the PB consider two provisions in the warrant article that the PB will 
fulfill, one being the T intersection, and Stevens said that is not correct, that the PB is not voting on the 
alignment, that the only authority or jurisdiction the Board has is the discussion of the removal of trees under 
the scenic road RSA provisions.  Hamilton asked why weren’t these trees taken care of before (at the previous 
hearing for tree removal on Prescott) and Robinson said that was all done when the town had DuBois and King 
Engineers.  They were going to move and widen the road and do everything out to the T.  He said that was 
voted out at town meeting.  He went to John Bell the next year for a price, and the town voted for it at the 
next town meeting.   The permits were all signed with the DuBois and King plans that included these trees, but 
he said they are not using the D& K plans. Hamilton said he was confused, that they have gone all this way 
with the road and now they are talking about 11 trees and that road has been just sitting there for the past 
month.  Resident Ken Christiansen was present (BOS member at time D & K were involved) and said the BOS 
hired D &K who submitted their plans with the state, and the state gave their permits, then it went to town 
meeting where it was amended from a million two ($1,250,000), to six seventeen   ($617,000) and said D & K 
could not do it, so they went with Bell & Flynn, based on the recommendation of the superintendent of 
highway (Robinson).  Christiansen said there was nothing devious done, that the state saw what they 
approved earlier and decided it doesn’t meet their qualifications.   Hamilton asked, whether using the D & K 
plan or not, why wasn’t this addressed earlier when they started working on the road and why did they go half 
way down the road, and now it is sitting down there with school coming up and the thing is a mess.  He said he 
can’t understand why this wasn’t addressed before.   Christiansen said the Scenic Road approval followed the 
$617,000 approval at town meeting, that the work to be done was voted on first.      Christiansen said that in 
his opinion, Article 1 ($617,000) overrides Article 23 (Scenic Road designation) because of the sequence.   Bell 
said if the original D & K plan was used, more trees would have to have been cut.    
 
Prescott Road resident Dick Lausier said the road is dangerous, that the trees should come down on both sides 
and finish this.  Foster said that on July 17 the BOS said they would contact town counsel for a legal definition 
of the warrant article for the work, and Menter said they did not have that.  Stevens said all this board is 
voting on is the cutting of the trees in question.  Resident Peter Foster said the PB is bound by the warrant 
article, and Stevens said the PB is only bound by the requirements of RSA 231:158.  Resident Phyllis Thompson 
asked, if the PB approves this tonight, will the road be completed before school starts, and Robinson said no.  
Bell said they are still waiting to hear from the DOT.  Resident Bill Palleschi asked about his stone wall, and 
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Stevens said the legal notice is for the trees only, and all the PB is voting on is authorization to cut the trees.  
He said disturbing a stone wall would require another hearing.   
 
Stevens closed discussion from the general public, and asked members if they had any further comments or 
questions.  Menter asked to clarify that they are just voting on the tree cutting, and not a number and Stevens 
said the legal notice did not give a number. 
 
Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by Johnston to authorize the cutting of the trees that need to be done in order 
to complete the road work:  Voting yes were Stevens, Johnston, Hamilton, Bergeron, Menter and Morgan, 
with Kennedy abstaining as he is a resident of Prescott Road.  The motion carried.  St. Hilaire will send a letter 
to the BOS. 
 
Stevens declared the hearing closed and thanked those who came out tonight for this hearing. 
 
Resident Dana Clay was in to speak with the Board regarding his 38+ acres he owns off Crawley Falls Road.  He 
said he would like to build small cottages, a gated community with the back land open and wants to rent them 
at an affordable cost for short term.  He does not want to subdivide and does not want Section 8 housing, this 
would be people with a good credit rating, maybe a good place for high – functioning disabled people, or 
people “just starting out”.  He said his property is in the Town Center district and it is not doing anything for 
the town, and would like that district removed.  Stevens suggested he meet with Greenwood to work on 
language for any zoning amendments to bring to the PB for more detailed discussion, on perhaps an overlay 
zoning like the multi-family ordinance now in place.  Clay thanked the Board for their time this evening.  
 
Greenwood said that George Lufkin, the owners of 205.001 stopped by the office and asked if is allowed for 
his tenant (Sanborn Excavating) to store reclaimed asphalt on the site, saying they were concerned that the 
property was over the aquifer, and that the tenant has site plan approval for buildings.  Greenwood drove by 
the site, and said all the research he did to see if this was a threat to the ground water, and found nothing 
saying it was. The approved site plan on file shows the proposed buildings as well as areas for the storage of 
materials, and Greenwood feels that the site complies with their approved site plan and members all agree.   
Stevens said the MTI property needs to be reviewed for compliance; he said the shingles on site are not 
covered and the dust from it is everywhere.  
 
The Board has received a request from Jesse Elliott for an extension to his conditional approval for his two-lot 
subdivision, while they complete their paperwork. 
 
Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by Menter to grant the extension for 120 days to December 20, 2018:  all were 
in favor. 
 
Members signed the affidavit for the Heath site plan, to be recorded at the registry of deeds. 
 
Greenwood said he met with a businessman who will be renting the lower portion of the building on tax map 
209.066 (Brentwood Machine/Toss n Sauce site) for his mushroom growing business.  Right now he will be just 
growing them, and distributing them to restaurants, but his future plan is to install a commercial kitchen to 
make mushroom jerky.  Greenwood told members that he sees the growing portion as an agricultural use that 
the PB does not get involved in, but once he expands to include a kitchen, he asked the Board if they see this 
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as a change of use.  Hamilton said there was a kitchen on site with the pizza shop, and members all agree that 
this is a continuation of a previously approved use, and no action is required by the Planning Board.  
Greenwood said the tenant will still need to work through the building inspector and FD as necessary.   
Greenwood will contact the tenant. 
 
Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by Menter to approve the July 5 minutes:  the motion carried with Morgan and 
Bergeron abstaining as they were not present. 
 
Motion made by Bergeron, 2nd by Hamilton to adjourn at 8:30:  all were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathy St. Hilaire 
Administrative Assistant, 
Brentwood Planning Board  
 
 
 


