
Selectboard Minutes  

November 22, 2022 
Present:        Andy Artimovich, Chair         

                      Robert Mantegari 

                      Russ Kelly 

                      Jennifer Jones, Vice-Chair (via zoom) 

                      Jon Morgan (via zoom) 

 

Artimovich called the meeting to order at 6pm.  

 

The Board reviewed payroll and accounts payable then signed the register.  

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly, to approve Jon Morgan attending remotely. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly, to approve Jenn Jones attending remotely. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; 

Morgan - aye. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly, to accept the consent agenda which consisted of public minutes from 11/15/2022, non-public 

meeting minutes from 11/15/2022, recreation manifest, treasurer’s report (found at the end of these minutes) and the following building 

permit:  

• Town of Brentwood, 207 Middle Road, Building permit 

 

Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – abstain; Jones – abstain. 

 

Mantegari read a prepared letter to NH Department of State supporting the counting of the 27 absentee ballots. Mantegari motioned to 

sign the letter, seconded by Kelly. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Steve Dawson, Assistant Chair of the Communications Subcommittee, was present to share their mission statement, statement of interest 

subcommittee membership application, and the recommendation for a subcommittee creation process. There was discussion among the 

board members about language they would like to see on the Statement of Interest. Mantegari questioned adding the ethics disclosure to 

the form. Artimovich suggested there be a line added stating the signer acknowledges the ethics disclosure. Kelly suggested adding a 

reference to the RSA relating to ethics on the same line as Right to Know Law summary. 

 

The mission statement reads, “The mission of the Communications Subcommittee is to assist the Town of Brentwood in providing 

positive, transparent, and productive information to our residents and the general public.” Mantegari motioned to accept the mission 

statement, seconded by Kelly. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Mantegari motioned, Kelly seconded, to accept the Statement of Interest Subcommittee Membership Application with addition of 

referencing the ethics statement. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Mantegari motioned to accept the Recommendation for Subcommittee Creation Process as presented to the board, seconded by Kelly. 

Artimovich asked where the document would be stored. Karen Clement, Town Administrator, responded it would be part of the 

Selectboard policies and procedures. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Wayne Robinson, Road Agent, was present to discuss his Highway budget.  

• Salary Line 

o 3 full-time employees 

o 5% COLA and 2½% merit increase  

o $203,218.60 

• Electricity 

o Increase of $4500 

▪ Due to increased costs 

▪ Use of additional building 

• Telephones/Communications 

o Increase of $1,908 

o Covers phone line, internet service, and dedicated line for fire alarm in new building 



Selectboard Minutes  

November 22, 2022 

• Supplies/Parts 

o Level – funded   

o $70 remaining for 2022 

 

Morgan asked if the salary line increase was at 7½% across the board. Robinson responded it was the COLA and merit increases. He 

explained the full-time highway employees have been able to save the town money by repairing the trucks themselves. Mantegari stated 

he believes the rate for Liberty International is $175/hour, pointing out it is a significant savings to have the highway employees be able to 

complete the repairs.  

 

Morgan questioned the electricity line and how it is listed in the budget. He questioned breaking it out into its own category. Morgan also 

suggested solar panels at the highway shed be investigated by the Energy and Efficiency Committee to help off-set electricity expenses. 

Clement asked if the board would like the electricity and heating for all town buildings to be put under the General Government 

Buildings Budget. Artimovich responded he believes it would be easier to show the in and out of the electricity costs. He understands it 

will not be something to be examined until after March. 

 

Mantegari asked if the communications line in the budget can be covered by the construction fund. Clement responded it could not be 

because of the accounts the construction money is coming from and highway does not benefit from impact fees.  

 

Mantegari motioned, Kelly seconded, to accept the highway budget in the amount of $437,326.31. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; 

Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Wayne Robinson, Road Agent, also presented the Snow and Ice budget. 

• Salary Line 

o 4 part-time employees 

o 5% COLA and 2½% merit increase  

o Increase of $1,504 

• Salt/Sand/Cold Patch 

o Increase of $26,726.50 

o Increase costs of salt and sand 

o Increase in amount of salt and sand purchased 

 

Mantegari motioned to accept the snow and ice budget in the amount of $222,933.06, seconded by Kelly. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – 

aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Morgan stated the Planning Board spoke about a green snow pro certification recently that he would like Robinson and the selectboard 

members to look into due to Brentwood’s closeness to the river. He explained it is done every five years and the course is $400 per 

person. Mantegari asked if it was mandated or voluntary. Morgan responded it was voluntary and is about salt reduction pursuant to RSA 

489-C and RSA 508:22. Robinson asked if it would require the purchase of monitoring equipment and shared that it would be expensive 

to fit all the trucks with that equipment. Morgan responded he was unsure if there was a requirement for additional equipment. 

Artimovich suggested a presentation on the green snow pro certification to learn more about the program. 

 

Rick Labrecque, Energy and Efficiency Subcommittee Chair, was present to answer questions about the Joint Powers Agreement. Jones 

offered to inform the board of the information discussed thus far. She explained the Energy and Efficiency Subcommittee had two 

meetings since its inception. Jones stated at the last meeting, there was a recommendation made to sign the Joint Powers Agreement, to 

have an energy audit at town buildings, and to have an efficiency audit from Eversource done at town buildings. 

 

Jones explained the Joint Powers Agreement is about aggregating power in Brentwood. She explained there are over 20 other members 

which is about 25% of the state. Jones shared CPCNH is a non-profit organization formed about 1 year ago. She explained the purpose of 

signing the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) is to have access to the organization which assists the town in “walking through the process”. 

 

Mantegari questioned the timing of signing the JPA. He stated he believes there is a presentation scheduled for December and he 

understands there was pressure at the latest Energy and Efficiency Subcommittee meeting for the vote to occur. Jones responded that the 

only pressure is the time pressure due to Town Meeting in March and the February deadline. Labrecque stated he did not have pressure to 

make the vote. He encourages everyone to read the JPA and consult with legal counsel before voting. Labrecque shared that the process is 
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accelerated because there is additional work the subcommittee needs to do. He explained there is a supplementary agreement to be 

presented and two public meetings which must be held prior to the February 7, 2023, deadline. Labrecque feels the JPA is the next step in 

the process of exploration.  

 

Mantegari asked what the financial benefit is to the town. Labrecque explained it depends on what is written into the aggregation plan. He 

explained the subcommittee is still many steps away from reaching that point. Labrecque stated the town can get out of the JPA at any 

point. Kelly stated he would like more time to read the document in its entirety and to review the legal advice of town counsel. Morgan 

and Jones questioned why there was a need for non-public for legal counsel’s suggestion to be discussed. Artimovich explained it is 

attorney/client privilege and not public information. Artimovich motioned, seconded by Mantegari, to table the Joint Powers Agreement 

with CPCNH until all board members have a chance to review the contract and legal counsel’s suggestion. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari 

– aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – nay; Morgan – aye. 

 

Artimovich tabled the Memorandum of Understanding discussion listed on the agenda. 

 

Morgan explained he has received a letter of support from the Planning Board and Economic Development Committee for the charette 

by Plan NH which is scheduled in May. He requested a letter of support from the Selectboard as well. Mantegari asked what the website 

was for the organization. Morgan replied the website is PlanNH.org. Morgan explained the Planning Board has agreed to contribute 

$3,000, Economic Development plans to encumber $3,000, and the Rec Commission has agreed to contribute $3,000 toward the charette 

being held. 

 

Clement asked if the Rec Commission has provided a letter of support. Morgan responded he reached out to Pat Farrell but asked if 

Clement could follow-up. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly, to sign the letter of support to the process of Plan NH. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly 

– aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Clement offered an update on behalf of Daphne Woss, Town Clerk/Tax Collector, regarding the 2020 tax lien to be deeded. Clement 

stated the tax lien has been paid. 

 

Kelly had no ZBA or Communications Subcommittee updates. 

 

Kelly shared the budgets presented to the Budget Committee last night were approved. 

 

Mantegari shared that Conservation Commission is still working with some landowners to conserve some land. 

 

Jones had no committee updates to share. 

 

Morgan offered a Planning Board update on a development of thirteen approved units on Route 125 between Middle Road and South 

Road on the west side. He explained the applicants will have to deal with DOT for the driveway permit. Mantegari shared his concern 

about the increased traffic and that stretch of Route 125. Artimovich shared his concern for the Crawley Falls Extension. 

 

Artimovich had no committee updates to share. 

 

Michelle Siudut, Middle Road, asked if there was a letter of support provided by the Conservation Commission. Mantegari stated he has 

not seen that yet. Morgan responded there has not been one yet. 

 

Michelle Siudut, Middle Road, shared her surprise at the speed the Energy and Efficiency Committee is moving in comparison to the 

Communications Subcommittee which formed in June and only just had their mission statement approved. 

 

Michelle Siudut, Middle Road, questioned the need for an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) to be put off because members are 

remote. 

 

Rebecca Dunham, Block Drive, questioned the recreation manifest. Artimovich responded the manifest is a list of checks drawn from the 

Recreation Department’s revolving account such as reimbursements to renters, payment for gymnasium rentals, and the like. 
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Rebecca Dunham, Block Drive, stated she believes Conservation Commission should be reached out to about the Plan NH charette 

because it involves landscaping and accessibility of land. 

 

Liz Faria, South Road, asked when Economic Development became connected to the Recreation Department. Artimovich responded the 

Economic Committee is looking at ways to increase the desirability of bringing businesses to Brentwood. He explained it seems that 

Recreation appears to be one avenue. Morgan added there are studies that state that as well. 

 

Tracy Descoutoux, Middle Road, asked when the Brentwood Newsletter budget would be presented. Artimovich responded it would be 

added to the agenda for next week’s meeting. 

 

Jim Hajjar, Mohawk Lane, stated he is a big supporter of the Energy and Efficiency Subcommittee. He expressed his concern at the 

apparent speed the committee appears to be moving. Hajjar asked if it was a unanimous vote to sign the contract. Artimovich responded 

that he had not yet read the minutes, but the minutes are public record. 

 

Lois DeYoung, Crawley Falls Road, asked what a MOU is. Artimovich responded it is a Memorandum of Understanding.  

 

Letty Bedard, Middle Road, speaking as a private citizen and not on behalf of any board she serves on, asked for clarification on funding 

in the general budget. She asked if the budget passed at Town Meeting if there was a guarantee the money would be spent as the budget 

was presented. Artimovich replied there is no guarantee the money would be spent. He also added that if a warrant article does not pass, 

the town cannot appropriate money. 

 

Nick Wrighton, Middle Road, asked what mechanism there is to correct Selectboard minutes. He stated he wants something corrected 

from the 10/26/22 minutes regarding the COLA increase. He explained the minutes stated the COLA amount came from the Trustees of 

the Trust Funds, but he is requesting it be changed to state the information came from Three Bearings.  

 

Artimovich replied that he understood that the Trustees of the Trust Fund obtained the information from Three Bearings, the town’s 

financial planner. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly to change the wording from Trustees of the Trust Funds to Three Bearings in the 10/26/2022 

minutes. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Jim Berlo, Scrabble Road, stated he heard the Selectboard, Recreation, and Planning Board all committed $3000 each in addition to 

another $1500 to support a Plan NH project. Artimovich offered clarification stating the selectboard did not appropriate any funds. He 

added that Rec and Planning Board both pledged support for $3,000 each.  

 

Morgan explained there are fixed costs of $6,000 for the charette being held over a weekend. The variable costs involve food and possible 

lodging for non-local NH engineers and architects. The $1,500 is what is expected to remain leftover. That money will be divided and 

returned to the departments that provided funding for the event. 

 

Mantegari asked who contacted Plan NH. Morgan responded it was Bob Rossman from Economic Development. 

 

Robin Wrighton, Middle Road, asked when and where the Energy and Efficiency meeting on December 7 was going to be held.  

Clement responded the presentation will be in the Sanborn Room, but she would need to confirm the time once the agenda is provided to 

her or posted. 

 

Becky Dunham, Block Drive, stated the information about the Energy and Efficiency presentation would be in the newsletter. 

 

Liz Faria, South Road, read definitions of charette and stated she does not understand how it fits in Brentwood. 

 

Michelle Siudut, Middle Road, stated she feels the MOU should have been discussed with the newsletter staff before it was published on 

the agenda. Artimovich responded it was put on the agenda at the request of a Selectboard member. He explained this meeting would 

have been the first time it was discussed as a board.  
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Robin Wrighton, Middle Road, stated she wanted it noted the newsletter board was at the meeting and prepared to present their budget. 

 

Artimovich apologized and stated she was reached out to as soon as he became aware of the change in Selectboard attendees. 

 

Nick Wrighton, Middle Road, questioned why the newsletter could not be discussed with board members being remote. Artimovich 

responded he felt it was a conversation best done face-to-face. Additionally, he explained there was a department head that wanted to 

participate but could not due to illness. He went on to explain there is no longer a mechanism that allows the general public to attend 

remotely. 

 

Lois DeYoung, Crawley Falls Road, stated she does not believe the board is doing their job effectively. 

 

At 7:54pm, Mantegari motioned, Kelly seconded, to go into non-public for personnel. Artimovich – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; 

Jones – aye; Morgan – aye. 

At 8:10 pm, Mantegari motioned to come out of nonpublic and seal the seal the minutes from the non-public meeting. Kelly seconded the 

motion.  Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye; Artimovich – aye.  

 

Mantegari motioned, Kelly seconded, to adjourn at 8:10pm. All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tamera Peek 

 

 


