
Board of Selectmen 
Minutes November 17, 2020 

 

Convened at 6:00 pm 

 

Present:            Andrew Artimovich, Chair              
William Faria 
Ken Christiansen 
Phyllis Thompson  
Robert Mantegari  

Artimovich called the meeting to order. The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register. The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 

Joyce Gallant was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report. Please see last page to view report. 

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the public minutes of 11/10/2020 as 
written. All were in favor.  

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the nonpublic minutes of 11/10/2020 as 
written. All were in favor.  

Rebecca Dunham, Historical Society, asked the board if they could actively begin pursuing the state 
historical registry in January for the Grange Hall. This will make grant funds available and does not 
restrict the town for future renovations.  She would like permission to apply, make copies at the town 
office at no charge, and for the town to cover the printing costs of photos that will be required for the 
application.  Further she said they have some volunteers that may offer consulting services and also 
someone that may be looking to donate funds should they need to hire a consultant.  She asked 
Clement to see if the donation was made to a 501(c)3 but used on a town building if that would be tax 
deductible.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to allow the historical society to proceed as 
requested.  All were in favor.  

Kip Kaiser, Building Inspector, had the following building permits to be approved this week: 

 Deb Giles, 57 Dudley Road, generator: signed by Board 

 Kevin Johnston, 195 Rte. 125, solar array: signed by Board 

 Kevin Johnston, 195 Rte. 125, electric permit for solar array: signed by Board 

 Robert Magnusson, 1 Wendell Drive, electrical permit: signed by Board 

 Roy Solomon, 210 Pickpocket Road, whole house electric: signed by Board 

 Alan Agrella, 44 Spruce Ridge Drive, deck: signed by Board.  

 

Clement said Kaiser is requesting to update his fee schedule.  He would like to add a pool permit of 
$200, generator permit of $75, and a solar array permit of $200.  This would eliminate the need to 
file for the electrical and minor building project permits and the fee would cover the costs associated 
with required inspections.  Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the fee 
schedule as proposed.  All were in favor.  
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Clement said Kaiser has a quote to replace the basement exterior door at the BRC.  The cost is not to 
exceed $1450 for a door, steel jamb, PVC trim exterior, and hardware if necessary.  Mantegari said 
the hardware was not listed on the quote.  He said the cost was reasonable if the hardware is 
included.  Clement said she believed it was and will confirm.  Mantegari said he would also like to see 
the labor and parts itemized.  Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to expend up to $1450 
out of the Capital Reserve Fund for Maintenance of Town Owned Buildings to replace one exterior 
door at the BRC contingent on Clement confirming and obtaining the requested information.  All 
were in favor.  

The board reviewed the following budgets. 

Joint Loss: Andrew Gray, Chair 

The budget is level funded.  Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the joint loss 
budget of $241.  All were in favor.  

 

Recreation: Andrew Gray, Director and Tammy McNeil, Chair of Recreation Commission 

Gray said he is requesting a wage adjustment of $1.00 in April and then again in September.  The 
average director is earning $25/hr. and he is looking to align his wages more with the other directors 
in the state.  He presented a sample of similar towns, support staff, and operating budget.  Further 
he illustrated sports, programming, and facilities management.  Gray also presented the 
programming that was available throughout the spring and summer with the pandemic in 
comparison to other local communities.  Thompson said she could not support the percentage 
increase.  McNeil said she thought the same thing initially.  The percentage looks alarming.  McNeil 
asked the board to instead focus on the request of $1.00.  She said Gray has done a phenomenal job 
keeping the department going especially during the pandemic.  Christiansen suggested offsetting the 
cost out of the revolving fund.  Gray said he did not think that would be sustainable given the 
amount that is maintained in that account.  There is also a delicate balance of how much you can 
increase fees before participants go elsewhere.   

 

Artimovich asked what was in the land maintenance line.  Gray said fertilizer, lining the fields, and 
aerating the fields. Faria said that Gray has done a great job, he is impressed with what he has done 
during the last few months, but the increase is a lot.  Mantegari said he did not like the towns in the 
comparison.  He said if another town was offering more money, than the employee has a choice to 
make. Artimovich said most of our employees are of a different generation and do not care about 
the benefits.  They worry about the net pay and how much their check is.  Clement asked if this is not 
acceptable, what the board is looking for.  Which towns would they consider to be a fairer 
comparison?  Artimovich said towns under 7000 residents.  Dexter Swasey, 42 Ole Gordon Road, 
suggested using revenue from building rentals to offset the increase.  Dunham asked if summer camp 
fees could be increased and asked what Camp Lincoln and others around us charge. Artimovich said 
you cannot compare the two. McNeil said Brentwood programs are attractive because we can keep 
costs low.  She would be so saddened to lose Gray and COVID really put the kibosh on any new 
offerings this year.  Gray will continue to grow the department and it will keep him busier.  Alina 
Arida, 23 Lebreaux Street, said it sounds like more cost analysis needs to be done and she would 
volunteer her services.  Christiansen recommended reviewing the fee schedule.  Christiansen made a 
motion, 2nd by Mantegari to table this budget for more information on comparable salary and 
program fees.  All were in favor.  
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Election 

Thompson said she would propose a raise for the ballot clerks.  Christiansen made a motion, 2 nd by 
Thompson to increase the stipend to $150 per election, an increase of $50 per person, for a total 
budget of $6207.  The motion failed with Mantegari, Faria, and Artimovich opposed.   

 

Artimovich made a motion, 2nd by Faria to increase the stipend to $125 per election, an increase of 
$25 per person, for a total budget of $6107.  The motion carried with Mantegari opposed.   

 

Town Meeting 

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the town meeting budget of $2801.  All 
were in favor. 

 

Town Clerk, Daphne Woss 

Woss is adding 3 hours to become eligible for retirement (NHRS).  She is already here those hours 
anyway.  There is a 3% raise for all employees and the 53rd pay week. Artimovich said the former 
town clerk/tax collector received NHRS.  Woss said she would receive $46,000 if she were to be fee 
based.  Faria made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the town clerk budget of $59,594.  All 
were in favor.  

 

Tax Collector, Daphne Woss 

Abstracts are increasing $5.00 per parcel.  This will cover the cost of 100 tax liens.  Mantegari made a 
motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the tax collector budget of $56,859.  All were in favor.  

 

Clement said Chief Arcieri is requested a take home cruiser for Sgt. Sforza to use on call outs.  He 
lives in Newton.  Faria said officers will be more conscious of car maintenance if they are assigned to 
a person, but does not want cruisers everywhere.  Mantegari said he would be a “no”.  Thompson 
said she would like to see a mileage radius that would restrict how far out of town these cruisers can 
be issued.  This will be tabled until next week.  

 

Artimovich said there was a policy in the board’s agenda packet.  He asked them to review it for the 
next meeting.  

 

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to expend $12,815 out of library impact fees for the 
ADA door and installation.  All were in favor.  

 

Melissa Hanlon resigned from the budget committee. Artimovich said all budgets BOS approved with 
the exception of government buildings have passed.  He said Budcom level funded the budget and 
did not approve of the increase requested for increased cleaning of the town office due to COVID. 

 

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Faria to send a letter of appreciation to Hanlon.  All were in favor.  
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Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve applying for a Highway Safety Grant for 
directed patrols for seat belt, drive sober, and you text you pay enforcement.  All were in favor. 

 

Clement reviewed the hours in excess of what would be allowed to carry over. She will have an 
update for the board next week.   

At 7:16 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen to go into nonpublic session per RSA 
91-A: 3, II for (a) personnel and (c) reputation. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, 
Thompson - aye, and Mantegari - aye. The motion carries. 

At 7:23 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen, to come out of nonpublic session and 
seal the minutes. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, Thompson - aye, and Mantegari - aye. 
The motion carries. 
 
At 7:23 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to adjourn. All were in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Clement 
 

 
 

 


