
Board of Selectmen 
Minutes November 10, 2020 

Convened at 6:00 pm 

 

Present:            Andrew Artimovich, Chair              
William Faria 
Ken Christiansen 
Phyllis Thompson  
Robert Mantegari  

Artimovich called the meeting to order. The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register. The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 

Jonathan Ellis was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report. Please see last page to view report. 

Kip Kaiser, Building Inspector, had the following building permits to be approved this week: 

 Three Ponds LLC, 23 Three Pond Drive, plumbing permit: signed by Board 

 Rick Dumont, 482 Middle Road, electric permit: signed by Board 

 Elliot Regan, 63 Scrabble Road, plumbing permit: signed by Board 

 Dan Wicks, 74 Lake Road, electric permit: signed by Board 

 Sharon Soles, 9 Shannon Way, deck: signed by Board 

 Mike O’Connell, 11 Idyllwood Drive, mud room: signed by Board  

 Jim Weisman, 19 Block Drive, generator: signed by Board 

 Fred Debaets, 44 Eleanor’s Way, pool: signed by Board. 

Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to approve the public minutes of 10/27/2020 as 
written. All were in favor.  

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the nonpublic minutes of 10/27/2020 as 
written. All were in favor.  

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the public minutes of 11/09/2020 as 
amended. The motion carried with Faria abstaining. 

Artimovich said the 2020 tax rate is $23.19. 

Clement said there was an error in the code enforcement budget and the bottom line should be 
$66,604.  That is $315 more than was approved.  Clement said the line items are the same.  
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to re-open the code enforcement budget.  All were in 
favor. Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to approve the code enforcement budget of 
$66,604.  All were in favor.   
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Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to vote to accept $9759.74 from the State of New 

Hampshire per RSA 21-P:43 from the US Election Assistance Commission for absentee ballots mailed and 

processed in excess of those processed during the 2016 election and to authorize the town 

administrator to sign the grant application on the Town’s behalf.  All were in favor.  

The board reviewed the Winter Sports COVID 19 Precautions.  Faria made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to 

approve the recreation precautions as presented.  All were in favor.  

Jim Michaud, Contract Assessor, met with Gary Densen, developer for Country Fields to discuss the Land 

Use Change Tax (LUCT).  All 7 units are to come out of current use now and the Town has 18 months to 

issue the LUCT.  Densen has requested that the LUCT be issued as the units close for cash flow reasons.  

Clement said that creates a concern as then the LUCT bill would be issued to the new property owner.  

As an alternative, Clement would recommend issuing the bill to the developer at the time the building 

permit is pulled.  That would allow some relief for cash flow while eliminating a third party (buyer) being 

involved.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to approve issuing the LUCT at the time the 

building permit is issued.  All were in favor.  

The Public Right of Way (ROW) regulations as prepared by DTC are ready to be adopted by the Town by 

way of a public hearing.  Glenn Greenwood, Town Planner, can attend the hearing if it is held on the 2nd 

Tuesday of any month.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to hold the hearing in January 

with Greenwood present.  All were in favor.   

Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to sign the 2nd issue tax warrant.  All were in favor.   

Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to sign the Eversource settlement abatement.  All were in 

favor.   

Artimovich said $737,641.20 of unassigned fund balance was returned to the Town to reduce the tax 

rate to $23.19. 

The board reviewed the following budget. 

Planning Board, Andrea Bickum 

Bickum is presenting a budget $115 less than 2020.  The salary is increased for a merit increase and to 

account for the 53rd pay week.  Mantegari asked what the raise was.  Bickum said she is asking for $1.00.  

Mantegari said that is more than 3%.  Artimovich asked what the average was paid for the position in 

surrounding towns.  Bickum said she is at $20, proposing $21 and the average is $22-$29 in the area.  

Artimovich said that is a big average, but if the low end is $22 and she is asking for $21 he would support 

that.  Thompson said she does not work with planning board a lot but has seen Bickum’s minutes and 

said they are just awesome.  She said Bickum deserves it. Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari 

to approve the planning board budget of $100,255.  The motion carried with Mantegari opposed. 

Zoning Board, Andrea Bickum 

Advertising and notices is increased $100.  The line item is already over for 2020 and there has been an 

increase in cases.  Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the zoning board budget of 

$1,478.  All were in favor.  
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Chief Ellen Arcieri, Police Chief, introduced Detective Sergeant Steven Sforza.  Sforza joined the US Air 
Force and was honorably discharged after serving 4 years of active duty.  He has worked for Salisbury, 
MA, Haverhill, MA, Nantucket, MA , and Newton New Hampshire Police Departments.  He re-joined the 
Salisbury PD in 2006 where he was quickly promoted to the position of detective and took on many 
duties and responsibilities within the Department, to include:  criminal investigations, sex assault 
investigator, firearms licensing official, background investigations, liquor commission liaison to the ABCC 
and Board of Selectman, highway safety grant manager, sex offender manager, cruiser fleet manager, 
firearms instructor and armorer, court officer, traffic crash reconstructionist, and Department 
equipment manager.  In 2018, Det. Sgt. Sforza completed his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Massachusetts in Criminal Justice and Law Studies.  Soon thereafter he received his Master of Arts in 
Security Studies with concentration in Homeland Defense from the University of Massachusetts.  After 
serving nearly 28 years, Sforza retired from the Town of Salisbury.  Det. Sgt. Sforza is married to 
Jennifer, they have two young children, one dog and three cats.  Please join us in welcoming Detective 
Sergeant Sforza to Brentwood PD.   
 
Sforza was sworn in by Daphne Woss, Town Clerk and pinned by his son. 
 
Arcieri was present to request an increase in report fees.  She presented a new fee schedule and a list 
of what other towns charge for the same services.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to 
approve the fee schedule as presented.  All were in favor.   
 
Arcieri requested that the PD pickup truck be issued to recruits attending the Academy to save on 
mileage reimbursements.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to allow the pickup be issued 
to employees to be used to and from the academy.  All were in favor.  
 
Arcieri said she will likely not be able to use all of her earned time this year.  Artimovich asked for a 
formal memo with employee’s hours in excess of carry over and the cost to pay that out.    
 
Arcieri said she will be looking to transition Jared Wright-Ward to full time 12/21/2020.  He will be 
going to the Academy in January.  The board agreed with the timeframe. 
 
The board reviewed the current medical offerings and alternative plan offerings.  Clement said she did 
a budget to illustrate what the current offering will cost in 2021.  The rate increase is 6.4% for medical, 
the bottom line budget is increasing beyond that due to plan changes for those eligible.  She said the 
next plan to reduce town costs $10K, results in a $9000 deductible for the employee.  She said since we 
are on the lower end of the pay scale when compared to other towns, reducing employee benefits 
could be more costly resulting in turnover.  Artimovich said if the town could save more money on the 
budget while offering to pay some of the deductible that may be something to look at in the future.  He 
agreed that to save $10K, the plan change was not the best option this year.  Mantegari made a 
motion, 2nd by Christiansen to maintain the current plan offerings and town contributions for 2021.  All 
were in favor.  
 
The board reviewed the following budgets. 
 
Regional Associations 
Clement said all of the applications are in and Sarah Parkhurst, Administrative Assistant, has reviewed 
them to ensure they are complete.  We have received 2 additional applications from those received 
last year.  She said Sue Benoit, Welfare Director, will review them and then they will go to the 
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committee to review and recommend how to disburse the funds.  We are recommending a level 
funded budget.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the Regional Associations budget 
of $17,500.  All were in favor.   
 
Town Administrator 
Clement said she is requesting a 3% merit increase.  The bottom line is up 5.8% due to the 53rd pay 
week and the increase in NH retirement rates come July. Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari 
to approve the town administrator budget of $96,934.  All were in favor.  
 
Faria said with the new commissioners he would like to ask them if Brentwood PD can still use the 
range at the sheriff’s department.  Mantegari said we could also use the one at Seabrook Station since 
we are in the EPZ.  
 
Thompson asked for budgets to be loaded to the drive with the mail.  Artimovich said he would like to 
see notes and calculations for line items as well to see how budget numbers are derived.  
 
Artimovich thanked all election workers and volunteers.  He said it was a great day and ran smoothly. 

At 7:05 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen to go into nonpublic session per RSA 
91-A: 3, II for (a) personnel. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, Thompson - aye, and 
Mantegari - aye. The motion carries. 

At 7:15 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen, to come out of nonpublic session and 
seal the minutes. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, Thompson - aye, and Mantegari - aye. 
The motion carries. 
 
At 7:15 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to adjourn. All were in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Clement 
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WEEKLY TREASURER'S REPORT

DATE: 11/10/2020

Citizens General Fund:

Previous Balance:  15,168.62                

Deposits: 112,025.22             

Payroll: 22,487.20               DD: $21,010.83 CK: $1476.37

FICA: 5,684.33                 

to Impact Fees 7,236.00                 

A/P: Regular $37,589.53

to Recreation

void checks

From MMA

TO MMA 34,000.00               

Account Balance: 20,196.78               

Interest Earned YTD: 16.51                        

 

CD's

MMA: Unrestricted Balance: 1,639,709.21

Total Invested Funds: 1,639,709.21

Interest Earned YTD: 24,533.54                
 

 

 


