
Board of Selectmen 
Minutes October 27, 2020 

Convened at 6:00 pm 

 

Present:            Andrew Artimovich, Chair              
William Faria 
Ken Christiansen 
Phyllis Thompson  
Robert Mantegari  

Artimovich called the meeting to order. The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register. The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 

Jonathan Ellis was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report. Please see last page to view report. 

Kip Kaiser, Building Inspector, had the following building permits to be approved this week: 

 Norma Fuller, 53 North Road, demolition permit: signed by Board 

 Richard Dumont, 482 Middle Road, renovate attic: signed by Board 

 Marla Proulx, 2 Sunset Lane, basement window: signed by Board 

 Andrew Giaquinta, 75 Dudley Road, shed: signed by Board 

 Three Ponds LLC, 31 James Circle, electrical permit: signed by Board 

 Taryn Tronosky, 4 Mink Run, generator: signed by Board 

 Jeff Bryan, 61 Lyford Lane, garage: signed by Board 

 James Clark, 28 Block Drive, roof: signed by Board. 

Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the public minutes of 10/20/2020 as written. The 
motion carried with Artimovich and Mantegari abstaining.   
 
The board reviewed the following budgets. 
 
Code Enforcement, Kip Kaiser 
Kaiser is requesting to add an electrical inspector.  This will be for a set rate per inspection.  He would 
estimate 80 permits per year and 2 inspections per permit.  This would be an in/out as the permit fee 
would offset the cost.  This helps prevent a full time need. 
 
The salary line is up to account for the 53rd pay period in 2021.  There is no salary increase requested.  
There are often weeks that the town’s needs require additional time not budgeted for.  Kaiser has 
budgeted $1600 in deferred compensation to account for these hours that would be compensated for 
hours worked over his base.   
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to approve the code enforcement budget of $66289.  All 
were in favor.  
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Cemetery, Joyce Keegal 
Keegal said no wage increase is being requested.  The increase represented is the 53rd pay period plus 
secretary fees ($600).   New Hampshire retirement (NHRS) is also included in the 2021 budget.  The 
position was eligible in 2020, but the NHRS was budgeted for in the library budget.   
 
Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the cemetery budget of $12967.  The motion 
carried with Thompson abstaining as the cemetery clerk.   
 
Keegal said Wreaths Across America will be December 19th at noon.  They are following CDC guidelines 
and will plan on an in person ceremony if it can be done safely. Artimovich read the Wreaths Across 
America proclamation.  Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to sign the proclamation.  All 
were in favor. 
 
Keegal said they will also be doing a demonstration of stone cleaning on November 7, 2020 in honor of 
Veteran’s Day.   
 
Mantegari said the sand bids reviewed last week compared a per yard price to a per ton price, not 
apples to apples.  Wayne Robinson, Road Agent said he thought the $18.75 was a per ton rate, not per 
yard.  Alky quoted $16.50 per ton for clean washed sand.  Chris Beebe, Beebe Trucking, said the quote 
given was $18.75 per yard or $13.90 per ton.  It was not a sealed bid.  Clement asked what the cost 
would be for clean washed sand.  Beebe said it would go way up.  Clement said it is still not apples to 
apples because the product is different.  Faria asked what is washed sand.  Beebe said the sand would 
be screened to remove rock and debris, and then it is washed to create a pure product which is 
typically mixed with concrete or asphalt.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to re-open the 
sand bid award.  All were in favor.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Thompson to accept Beebe’s bid 
at $13.90 per ton of sand for the 20-21 winter season.  All were in favor. 
 
Artimovich said we should review our procurement policy to avoid these situations.   
 
Clement said she is requesting $14924 out of PD impact fees for PD renovation.  $15000 was budgeted.  
$12604 is the remaining cost to the contractor, $1500 is the project management fee, and $820 was for 
additional wiring.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Mantegari to approve $14924 out of PD impact 
fees as requested.  All were in favor.  
 
Clement said every symptom seems to be a COVID symptom.  She asked if the Board wanted to 
continue to be notified for every absence or only for known exposures.  Artimovich said only known 
exposures and Clement can manage the staff coverage otherwise.  
 
Clement said she would anticipate the tax rate setting any day now.  She asked if the board wanted to 
meet next week to finalize the 2020 tax rate.  Artimovich said we will post a meeting for Tuesday at the 
school if needed.   
 
Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to appoint Rebecca Dunham as an Inspector of Election 
for 2 years.  All were in favor.  
 
Clement said health insurance will be increasing 6.4% if the town elects status quo.  The next plan 
option that will represent any real savings to the town includes a $3000/$9000 deductible to the 
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employee, which does not seem viable for the employee.   Clement will email the files to the board and 
this will be on the agenda in 2 weeks.  
 
Mantegari said the board has had one brief discussion on the need for a firearms range.  He said we are 
still in the exploratory phase, this was not an agenda item for tonight, and the board has not 
committed to anything.  He said we currently use the facility in Fremont.  Faria said we could also use 
the sheriff’s department.  Mantegari said we will investigate various town properties to see what a 
viable option is.  If we go this route, we will post on the agenda.  Faria said we have been made aware 
and are sensitive to the residents’ concerns.  Chief Ellen Arcieri, Police Chief, said the reason to explore 
this is because Fremont and Sig Sauer allow us to use their facility but a change in leadership at either 
or both facilities may affect that.  Having our own facility is also a valuable tool that can be used to 
retain qualified officers.   
 
Kim Leo, 23 Lebreux Street, asked who the certifying body that would approve the range as being safe.  
Arcieri said the firearms instructor would oversee the range. Leo was concerned on the Highway Shed 
as a location.  Mantegari said we are still exploring locations and have not made any decisions.  Leo 
said abutters were not noticed of this use.  She was told that the town is exempt from certified 
abutter’s noticing.  Mantegari said it would be posted on an agenda.   Leo went on about noticing 
concerns, safety, and certifications.  Artimovich said he finds it disheartening Leo would think that the 
PD would intentionally put the residents of her neighborhood at risk. Artimovich said everyone has 
been honest with her, and the board is not trying to push anything through but tonight is not the night 
to discuss this. The board has not made a rash decision, have not approved anything, and he 
appreciates the outpouring of concern.  Leo said she wants to know why this does not have to go to the 
town for a vote.  Artimovich said the 5 selectmen are elected to make those decisions on behalf of the 
town.  If we had to go to the town to make every decision, we would not be able to conduct any 
government business.  Unfortunately, not all of those decisions are popular.  Faria said this board is 
sensitive to the residents and their concerns but will explore all options. He said he was elected to 
serve the residents and their best interests.  He said he would make a commitment to notice the 
discussion for residents to express themselves.  Leo said she was upset that the BOS could make those 
decisions.  Thompson said the state makes the laws, and we just follow them.   
 
Karen Myers, 28 Lebreux Street, said she just wanted to make sure they had an opportunity to express 
their concerns and understood that would be at another meeting.  She has a lot of concerns of using 
the Highway Shed for this purpose as it abuts their shared land.   
 
Kate Parks, 162 Middle Road, said did not understand why a conservation easement requires noticing 
and this does not.   
 
Aline Arita, 25 Lebreux Street, said she was concerned over the value of her home and getting upside 
down on a mortgage.   
 
Christiansen said there are a number of concerns and he wanted all of the residents to know that they 
have been heard and the board will consider this.  Artimovich said this will not be discussed again until 
after budget season.   
 
Arcieri requested $1240 out of impact fees for a cabinet and countertop in the training room.   
Mantegari made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve $1240 out of PD impact fees as requested.  
All were in favor.  



Board of Selectmen 
Minutes October 27, 2020 

Arcieri said she would like to propose a pay matrix for the officers.  The average salary for an officer in 
the state is $25.91 and we are below that.  The Town spent $24080 for 28 weeks of training and lost an 
officer to another town paying more.  It takes about a year to recruit, onboard, train, and get an officer 
ready to be solo.  We have spent $10,000 on backgrounds, psychological exams, and polygraphs and a 
lot of candidates do not make it through the process.  Some of the ones that do realize that this job is 
not a fit based on what it demands.  Arcieri is trying to balance covering the town and officer safety 
with long hours (because of staff shortage).  She is very proud of the officers we have on staff now and 
what they have been able to accomplish.  We are fortunate that the part timers stepped up and are 
answering the calls.  Agencies across the state are having a hard time find qualified candidates.  Lt. 
Daniel Wicks, Brentwood PD, said there are 74 agencies hiring in the state with $7,500 - $10,000 sign 
on bonuses. 
 
Arcieri reviewed the proposed matrix.  Faria said he is not a fan an “automatic” step.  Artimovich said it 
is not automatic.  It is dependent on a positive performance review. Artimovich said it is tough because 
we do not have a union, and we cannot guarantee the budget will pass.  Leo asked if the officers are 
required to sign a contract.  Arcieri said yes, and he is paying it back.  Artimovich said we are competing 
with towns that offer higher wages, will buy out employment contracts, and offer sign on bonuses. 
Artimovich said he supports the pay matrix but would like to see the budget trimmed elsewhere.  
Artimovich took a poll to see who would support this being included in the 2021 budget: Thompson – 
aye, Mantegari – nay, Christiansen –aye, Faria – nay, and Artimovich – aye.  Passes.  
 
Arcieri said she is further looking into alternatives for retention that do not cost money such as BDU’s 
or take home cruisers for officers’ that live in town.  

At 7:58 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen to go into nonpublic session per RSA 
91-A: 3, II for (a) personnel. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, Thompson - aye, and 
Mantegari - aye. The motion carries. 

At 8:23 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen, to come out of nonpublic session and 
seal the minutes. Artimovich - aye, Faria - aye, Christiansen –aye, Thompson - aye, and Mantegari - aye. 
The motion carries. 
 
At 8:23 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen to adjourn. All were in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Clement 
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WEEKLY TREASURER'S REPORT

DATE: 10/27/2020

Citizens General Fund:

Previous Balance:  19,775.15                

Deposits: 217,215.42             

Payroll: 30,617.35               DD: $29,638.98 CK: $978.37

FICA: 9,536.78                 

to Impact Fees 16,884.00               

A/P: Regular $60,416.70

to Recreation

void checks 160.53                     

From MMA

TO MMA 100,000.00             

Account Balance: 19,696.27               

Interest Earned YTD: 15.66                        

 

CD's

MMA: Unrestricted Balance: 2,509,489.76

Total Invested Funds: 2,509,489.76

Interest Earned YTD: 24,314.09                
 

 

 


