
Selectboard Minutes  

October 18, 2022 
Present:        Andy Artimovich, Chair         

                      Jennifer Jones, Vice-Chair 

                      Robert Mantegari 

                      Russ Kelly 

                      Jon Morgan (via zoom) 

                       

Artimovich called the meeting to order at 6pm.  

 

The Board reviewed payroll and accounts payable then signed the register.  

 

At 6:10pm, Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to go into non-public for hiring. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; 

Kelly – aye; Morgan -aye. 

At 6:30 pm, Mantegari motioned to come out of nonpublic and seal the seal the minutes from the non-public meeting. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye; Artimovich – aye.  

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to allow Morgan to join and vote via zoom. All were in favor. 

 

Chief Ventura, police chief, was present to discuss South Road updates. He explained the crash data has been compiled 

with DOT. There have been seven fatalities in the last five years according to Ventura. He explained seventy-five percent 

of the accidents have been from the Kingston line to Middle Road. Ventura shared his wish list includes a speed limit 

reduction possibility in that area. He assured those in attendance the intersection is continuing to be worked on. 

 

Jones spoke about research she completed regarding the Energy & Efficiency committee. She explained community 

aggregation at the board level. Jones shared information obtained directly from the coalition and explained the timeline of 

how a municipality would go through the process of community aggregation. 

 

Jones offered some history about the NH power regulations which was changed in 1996. The idea was for market forces 

to drive down pricing by allowing competition. Individual homeowners have had options, but as a small customer these 

options have not made significant changes to the market Jones explained. About a year ago, the NH Community Power 

Coalition (CPC) formed, according to Jones. She went onto explain, in 2019, regulatory hinderances changed when the 

legislative body overhauled RSA 53:E. 

 

According to Jones, there were 13 towns and 1 county – representing about 15% of the NH population, at the formation of 

CPC of NH. There is currently 19 municipalities and 1 county which represents about 20% of the NH population as 

explained by Jones. She pointed out that gives the coalition a larger buying power. 

 

Community Power Coalition of NH is a non-profit, according to Jones. The group was formed last year while they waited 

for the formalization of the rules by Public Utilities Commission (PUC) which were completed in July 2022. She 

explained the rules were then accepted by the joint legislature in September 2022. Lebanon was the first municipality to 

get official approval to be a community aggregation. 

 

Jones further explained the process by stating the governing body would take a vote to join the coalition. She explained 

there is no cost and no obligation to join the coalition. By joining the coalition, the town would have assistance with all 

subsequent steps including writing the aggregation plan, according to Jones.  

 

Jones believes the next step would be for the board to sign the joint powers agreement to officially join the coalition. She 

explained the selectboards in other towns have voted to become part of the coalition prior to the formation of the 

aggregation plan. Jones explained the vote to join the coalition is a board decision. The vote to become an aggregate 

would be a town vote as a warrant article. 

 

Artimovich stated he just read something in seacoast online that that five towns including Exeter, Portsmouth and 

Newmarket formed an alliance. Jones stated she had not read that article but was not surprised since those towns are 

already part of the coalition. 
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Jones motioned to join Community Power Coalition of NH pending review of the joint power agreement by town’s legal 

counsel. Morgan seconded the motion. 

 

Kelly stated he believed the exploration of CPC was going to fall under the Energy & Efficiency Committee. He asked 

Jones for clarification about what she is thinking. Jones responded the joining of CPCNH is a prerequisite step with 

“nothing to lose”. The committee would then decide if becoming an aggregate consumer is recommended based on their 

research. Mantegari shared he believes the Energy & Efficiency Committee should assess the pros and cons and make a 

recommendation from that point if they are in favor of moving forward.  

 

Kelly asked Jones if she foresaw an issue not voting on joining the coalition tonight. Jones responded she did not think so, 

except timing to get the information in front of the voters. Kelly thanked Jones for her research and stated he would like to 

wait until the committee can review the information. Mantegari stated the board had previously discussed letting the 

committee make that decision. Jones responded she understands Mantegari’s point and added that discussion was before 

she fully understood the process. 

 

Jim Michaud, Route 125, shared his concern about the speed of signing the coalition agreement. He questioned the reason 

it is being rushed. Jones responded it is about timing, referring to the February 7th deadline for warrant articles. 

 

Jim Berlo, Scrabble Road, asked if any community has saved money with the aggregation. Jones responded the final rules 

were just approved at the end of September for formal applications. She added that Lebanon is the first town to receive 

official approval and are looking to go live with it in the spring of 2023 to receive a lower KwH rate. 

 

Lois DeYoung, Crawley Falls, asked for clarification on the RSA. Jones responded it is RSA 53E:1-9. 

 

Jim Hajjar, Mohawk Lane, stated he fully supports the committee but would like to understand the rush. He feels the 

board is putting pressure on the committee and suggested the board slow down. Hajjar asked what the rush is. Jones 

responded it is cost savings. 

 

Jim Berlo, Scrabble Road, conveyed his belief that he would be paying the town of Brentwood to reduce his energy bill 

when he already can search for any company he wants. He believes the town will be usurping his abilities to choose 

electricity options and cost him more in taxes. Jones offered clarification that there would be no tax dollar costs. She 

further explained the coalition would offer a third option. Jones explained currently residents can take the default rate of 

Eversource, find a different supplier like Direct Energy, or they could use the Community Power Coalition. She further 

clarified the RSA strictly forbids the town pass costs onto those not participating. 

 

Michelle Siudet, Middle Road, questioned the town doing the billing. Jones offered clarification stating Eversource would 

do the billing. She continued to explain the town would set the rate and then partner with Eversource for the billing 

similar to how Direct Energy or another supplier interfaces with Eversource. Jones added Eversource sets rates only twice 

a year, but the coalitions are not bound by that allowing for bargaining power. 

 

Siudet asked a follow-up question about the costs. Jones responded there is no start up cost to join. If the town decided to 

join, she explained the programmatic costs would be folded into the rates. 

 

Jim Johnson, Shannon Way, stated he believes residents are going to hand the town their electric costs. Jones responded 

the board will be looking for a lower rate to offer the residents. Johnson questioned why the town is getting involved in 

electric costs. Jones responded it is allowed because of the 1996 legislation to help drive down market costs. Johnson 

claims the law states property owners will have to pay the costs for opting out. Jones responded that was not correct and 

suggested the RSA be reviewed for further information. 

 

Bob Stephens, Northrup Drive, applauds the board for slowing down on their decision to vote on the coalition. He also 

appreciates the research done by Jones. 

 

Morgan withdrew his second. Jones withdrew her motion to join Community Power Coalition of NH. 
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The board reviewed applicants for the Energy & Efficiency Committee. There were nine applicants. Artimovich asked 

Kelly if he had an idea on how to set up the committee. Kelly responded his immediate thoughts were that the two 

applicants who already serve on other committees could be alternates. Mantegari stated there were seven who originally 

applied and then two more who were recently added. There was further discussion among board members about how to 

choose the members. 

 

Mantegari requested the board considered the committee members sign an “agreement” that they will not financially 

benefit. 

 

Doug Finan, Gove Road, asked if a high school student had joined the committee. Jones responded there were no student 

applicants. 

 

Jim Michaud, Route 125, questioned how the members of the committee were being chosen. 

 

Jones made a motion to accept Thomas Palma, Keith Paul, Kris Magnusson, Gabrielle Kelly, Anna Heard, Robert 

Radlinski, Richard Labrecque as full members and two alternates - Matt Lipinski and Kristen Alder-Cheek. Kelly 

seconded the motion. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Karen Clement, Town Administrator, asked if there would be a board representative at the first Energy & Efficiency 

Committee Meeting. Kelly will plan to attend, and Jones will plan to attend depending on the schedule. 

 

Jim Hajjar, leader of the editorial review board for the Brentwood Newsletter, was present to discuss some concerns 

raised by the Selectboard. Jones thanked Hajjar for coming. She stated the concerns the board had were regarding  

information being communicated from the Selectboard and confusion on authorship. Specifically, page 10 under “news 

from Selectboard” and “highlights” and page 4 under announcements caused some confusion. 

 

There was discussion among the board members and Hajjar on how to better clarify and delineate between editorial staff 

publishing and what is provided by the board to be published. 

 

Jim Michaud, Route 125, voiced his thoughts about where the information published in the newsletter originated. 

Artimovich responded it has been determined what occurred and moving forward it will be published more clearly. 

 

Bob Stephens, Conservation Commission, was present to discuss his budget.  

• Artimovich stated the budget is flat at $13,652 and has only spent $485.  

• Mantegari stated there may be some appraisals occurring for land to go into conservation.  

o Jones asked what line that would fall under 

o Mantegari responded possibly the professional line 

o Mantegari stated there is an RFP going out for appraisals 

• Stephens stated his budget is 30% lower than what he inherited 2 years ago 

• Some items are placeholders according to Stephens 

o Postage 

o Office supplies 

o Dues  

• Stephens prefers to use volunteers when possible 

o To save money 

o To allow them to learn the process  

• Jones asked what falls under easement (line 302) 

o Stephens responded there are stakes for open space 

o Natural resources conservation service audits 

o Audits will occur between now and end of year according to Stephens 

• Perambulation  

o Stephens researching statute 

o Hopes to use volunteers 
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o Mantegari offered to help 

Mantegari motioned, Kelly seconded, to accept Conservation Commission’s budget of $13,652. Artimovich – aye; Jones – 

aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Bob Stephens, Conservation Commission, updated the board about a mower for the Conservation Commission. He 

explained he reached out to Chappel for pricing on 3 different options: walk behind (field and brush) quoted at $5,000, 

tractor that would pull/drag a cutter quoted at $13,000 and an attachment for an ATV quoted at $3,000, but there is no 

ATV at their disposal. Stephens explained the Conservation Commission came up with another possible solution to 

potentially use the recreation department’s tractor or the highway department’s tractor. He stated he learned the 

recreation’s tractor is currently being used by the cemetery and has no mower attachment. Stephens will check with the 

highway department to see if they have a mower deck that can be used or price out one for purchase.  

 

Joyce Keegal, Cemetery Superintendent, was present to discuss her budget.  

• Stated the budget requested $13,670 

• Increase from $13,013 for 2022 

• Increased cost of electricity and wages 

• Comparative budgets for 7 towns submitted (Fremont, Kingston, Greenland, Epping, E. Kingston, Kensington, 

Raymond) with an average of $26,068 

• Jones asked where the mowing budget falls currently 

o Keegal responded under highway department 

o Keegal would like to have mowing remain under the highway budget 

 

Jones motioned, seconded by Mantegari, to accept Cemetery’s budget of $13,670. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – 

aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. Motion carries. 

 

Al Belanger, Cemetery Trustee, shared the trustees are very pleased with the work the cemetery superintendent is doing. 

 

Karen Clement, Town Administrator, presented budget information on Information Systems. 

• Hardware support line level is up slightly 

o contract through Block 5 is level funded 

o Year 2 of 5-year contract 

o Increase is for additional emails for planning board and zoning board 

• Software Support 

o BMSI (Fund Accounting, Payroll, AP, Tax), Interware (Dogs), Avitar (Town Clerk), Patriot (Assessing) 

o 2% escalator built in 

• Website 

o $2 increase/ quarter 

o Hosting and domain  

• Internet Services 

o Level funded 

• General Supplies  

o Flash drives for streaming 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to accept the Information Systems budget of $72,470. Artimovich – aye; Jones – 

aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Karen Clement, Town Administrator, presented budget information on Regional Associations.  

• Appropriated $12,797 

• Level funding 

• Requesting $17,500 

• Applications to be reviewed in November 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to accept the Regional Associations budget of $17,500. Artimovich – aye; Jones – 

aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 
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Karen Clement, Town Administrator, presented the budget on Assessing which was tabled from last week  

• Sandown is $1.94/parcel 

• Assessor’s request for increase brings it to $1.22/parcel for Brentwood 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to accept the Assessing budget of $47,781. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari 

– aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to accept the consent agenda. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – 

aye; Morgan – abstained. 

 

Clement presented the board with two warrants for the upcoming election for signatures. November election will be held Tuesday, 

November 8th at the Brentwood Recreation Center located at 190 Route 125 from the hours at 7am to 7pm. Mantegari motioned, 

seconded by Jones, to accept and sign the warrants. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Clement presented the board with a change order from Wayne Robinson, road agent, for the highway shed project for (4) 16’ x 14’ doors 

instead of (4) 16’ x 12’ doors for an increased cost of $6900. Mantegari motioned, seconded by Jones, to accept the change order 

in the amount of $6,900. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Clement shared the Rec Commission would like to have a food truck at the haunted walk. Andy Gray, Rec Director, has been able to 

secure Jo-Jo’s food truck, but she has no way to transport the food trailer from its current location to the Rec Center. The commission is 

requesting the highway shed’s help in moving the trailer the short distance. Robinson is willing to move the trailer. Kelly would like other 

options explored. In the future, Kelly would prefer the Rec Director be present to discuss the events and answer questions. 

 

Jim Hajjar, Mohawk Lane, stated when events are large, vendors will pay to attend. A small event like the haunted walk does not bring in 

enough guaranteed revenue according to Hajjar.  

 

Mantegari motioned to allow Robinson to move the trailer providing there is a signed hold harmless agreement waiver from the owner 

before the move. Morgan seconded. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

Clement shared there is someone interested in purchasing the Ford F550 truck with 100,851 miles that will soon be decommissioned by 

Robinson. Artimovich there may be other people interested as well. He would like to get sealed bids after research is done on the value of 

the truck. 

 

Morgan offered a planning board update. Mill Road project for 71 homes has been conditionally approved at the September 22 meeting.  

 

There were no ZBA updates. 

 

Question about the website costs was asked by Kelly as an update on the communications subcommittee. Clement explained the budget 

voted on tonight for Information Systems covers domain and hosting. She stated the website would be a separate cost and asked if it 

would come out of Capital Reserves or Impact Fees. 

 

Kelly stated the Facebook roll out went well. He stated the Communications Subcommittee is finishing the outline for formation of new 

committees. 

 

Mantegari offered an update on Conservation Commissions. They are currently working on RFP’s for appraisals on some properties 

which he explained as a necessary step before grants can be sought out to help conserve land. 

 

Jones shared Lisa Young from rehab.org reached out to her about a nationwide information clearinghouse for available drug and alcohol 

options throughout the state. Jones is requesting the link rehab.org/center/nh be posted on the website or Facebook page to help inform 

people of the available resources. Mantegari asked if it is something that should be run by the welfare director, Sue Benoit. After 

discussion, it was tabled for the time being. 
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Jones also spoke about the two questions on the November 8 ballot. She explained she found a document answering the questions. 

Artimovich suggested a request be sent to the communications subcommittee to find some information to pass along through Facebook 

or possibly through Daphne. Kelly responded the communications subcommittee would not be meeting again prior to the election. Jones 

will connect with Daphne Woss, Town Clerk, about posting the information. 

 

Clement stated health insurance rates will be increasing 11.7% based on actual claims. She is pricing out other insurance options. 

 

Michelle Siudet, Middle Road, asked if there has been further discussion about what employees contribute to health insurance. Clement 

explained the town covers a single person 100% and a spouse or family plan at 75%. She added the managers listserve recently shared the 

average is 90% coverage for any insurance option (single or family plans). Clement explained the town offers three plan options to 

employees.  

 

Jones asked when a decision would need to be made about changing plans. Clement responded it would need to happen before the end of 

November because open enrollment is in December. 

 

Clement explained COLA is expected to be 5.2% - 8.7%. Jones asked if there is data available. Artimovich responded Clement had done 

a wage adjustment study last year. Clement explained she will be updating that information. Artimovich stated that department heads 

need to come with justification if they are asking for big numbers in salary increases. 

 

Michelle Siudet, Middle Road, asked if the town will be seeking quotes for website development. She shared she might know someone 

who might be interested. Kelly replied the subcommittee is only in the beginning stages of pricing it out. Clement stated anything over 

$10,000 requires an RFP and it would be posted on the website and in Carriage Town News. 

 

Tracey Descouteaux, Middle Road, was present to request funding for January – March newsletter publications. Artimovich stated an 

appointment would need to be made with the editors of the newsletter to discuss the budget. Descouteaux provided Clement with the 

requested budget. Artimovich stated a newsletter rep would need to present to the board like department heads do. Jones asked which 

budget covers the newsletter. Clement replied the newsletter would fall under general government. That meeting will be November 22. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Kelly, to adjourn the meeting at 8:50pm. Artimovich – aye; Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; 

Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 
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