
Selectboard Minutes  

September 27, 2022 
Present:        Jenn Jones  

                      Robert Mantegari 

                      Jon Morgan 

                      Russ Kelly  

                                            

Jones called the meeting to order at 6pm. 

 

The Board reviewed payroll and AP. The manifest was signed. 

 

Mantegari motioned, seconded by Morgan, to accept the consent agenda.  All were in favor.  

 

Daphne Woss, Town Clerk/Tax Collector, was present to share information about an upcoming election information session. The session 

will be held Saturday, October 15th from 10am – 12 noon at the Mary E Bartlett Library on Dalton Road. Woss requested the presence of 

selectboard members. She explained the session will cover voting/elections from beginning to end. Woss explained the moderator and 

supervisors of the checklist will also be present. There will be an opportunity for questions. A zoom link will also be available. Woss 

requested people reach out the library director, Janice Wiers, if they need the link. 

 

Kelly started the energy and environment advisory committee discussion by explaining the committee has not yet been formed and the 

panel has not been chosen. He also explained the meeting will serve as a work session, as discussion between board members outside the 

public forum is not permitted. Kelly requested the board wait to vote until Artimovich could be present. 

 

Kelly read the revised proposal. He read as follows, “Energy & Environment Advisory Committee – Proposal for the Town of 

Brentwood Select Board 

 

PURPOSE: Provide information and recommendations to the Town of Brentwood Select Board, and other committees and boards as 

requested, regarding best practices related to energy and the environment. 

 

MISSION: 

 

• Research potential remedies for the impacts high electricity and energy costs are having on residents, businesses, and town 

offices 

o Research the recent decision by the NH Public Utilities Commission to approve the Community Power rules to 

determine potential benefits to the Town 

o Conduct research on the Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire to determine the pros and cons of 

membership 

• Research the viability of a voluntary composting program to reduce household waste, and determine whether it has the potential 

to provide cost savings to the Town 

• Collect educational materials regarding ways to save money on electric and energy bills, reducing electricity usage and waste – 

and submitting those educational materials to the Select Board for approval and consideration for use on the town website and 

social media page 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Nine (9) residents with an interest in energy and environment issues. Seven (7) at-large members; one member of 

the Planning Board; one member of the Conservation Commission; a nonvoting member of the Select Board; and two (2) alternates. 

 

• Residents of Brentwood who are interested in serving on the Energy & Environment Advisory Committee will fill out an 

application form stating their reason for wanting to serve, and providing background experience – and submit the application to 

the Select Board 

• The Select Board will vote to determine which applicants will be appointed 

• The Planning Board and Conservation Commission will each recommend one of their members to the Select Board for 

consideration 

 

Next Steps: 

 

• Receive public input. Finalize mission statement and approve/disapprove by vote of the Select Board 
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• Receive application form being drafted by the Communications Committee and discuss at regularly scheduled Select Board 

meeting. Receive public input. Vote to accept/deny the application form presented by the Communications Committee 

• Post final version of Energy & Environment Advisory Committee mission statement, and application form, to the Town website 

and solicit applications from Brentwood residents 

• Allow 45 days for residents to submit applications 

• The Select Board will consider applications at a regularly scheduled meeting, receive public input, and vote to determine which 

applicants to appoint to the Energy & Environment Advisory Committee” 

 

Kelly noted the form referred to under next steps does not currently exist, but the communications subcommittee is working to make that 

available no later than October 13th. Jones explained there are neighboring towns who have energy committees. She referenced claims 

made by residents that the energy committee falls under Conservation Committee but pointed out there are many who do not. 

 

Jones referenced Exeter having 2 different committees – a community power aggregate committee and an energy committee. She 

explained the community power aggregate committee formed about 4 years after the energy committee was formed in an effort to be 

prepared for developing a warrant article. Morgan asked who created Exeter’s energy committee. Jones responded it appeared to be the 

Selectboard. Morgan asked if the community power aggregate committee was a subcommittee. Jones responded it was a free-standing 

committee. 

 

Jones explained information was researched and the three founding towns of the community power coalition were examined – Lebanon, 

Dover, and Nashua. She explained the energy advisory subcommittee in Lebanon focused on municipal energy, electric vehicles, and 

solar. Jones explained each town has different goals and Brentwood could use information from what research and work has been done 

by other towns as a starting point. 

 

Jones explained the energy committee should be separate from the conservation committee as their charter states protecting natural 

resources and wetlands as their focus and she believes energy does not fall under that. 

 

Jones read from Exeter’s 2017 energy committee and shared their focus is methods to reduce town energy consumption, state programs, 

grants and possible tax incentives related to energy. 

 

Mantegari asked if Brentwood would form one committee or two. He expressed interest in having the chairperson from Exeter come 

present to the board. He also stated he was curious why their committee split into two separate committees. Mantegari also asked who 

Exeter utilizes for energy providers. Morgan stated one purpose of the committee would be to focus on state and federal legislative 

updates which he explained change very quickly. Morgan stated it is possible residents and the town are missing out on possible financial 

benefits. 

 

Mantegari stated the committee may find there are available grants. He also expressed concern about the length of the process in forming 

the committee, especially if the committee will possibly be looking to present a warrant article. Jones asked Kelly when the form would 

be available. Kelly responded the communication subcommittee said it could be done by October 13th at the latest. Jones asked what the 

timeline looked like in the formation of the energy advisory committee. Kelly responded it would partially depend on how the discussion 

went tonight. 

 

Morgan stated if the warrant articles are due the first week of February, the presentation to the selectboard would need to occur in 

January. He feels the 45-day period to express interest in being part of the committee is too long. Jones explained she did put something in 

the October newsletter about the possible formation of an energy committee. She added it has been an agenda item and has been 

mentioned in previous board meetings. 

 

Finalizing the mission by the next meeting was expressed as a desire by Morgan. He then hoped an announcement could be made to the 

public. Jones felt that keeping the energy committee as an active agenda item would be important. Discussion about this being added to 

the next agenda, resulted in realization there could not be a meeting next week due to the inability for a quorum to be present in the 

building due to board member’s travel and scheduling conflicts. 

 

Before opening for public comment, Kelly requested people be respectful with their comments and consideration of time of those in 

attendance. 
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Jim Michaud, Route 125, stated he believes government should be smaller not bigger. He expressed his thoughts that the committee 

should have boundaries. Michaud also shared there is already help available and should be up to individuals to locate it, not the town to 

provide the assistance. 

 

Rebecca Dunham, Block Drive, stated she believes the 45-day proposed timeline was based on the cycle of the newsletter. She pointed 

out the electricity session was listed online but was not in the newsletter. Dunham stated she believes the newsletter is the best form of 

dispersing information to the 1,486 households in Brentwood. She also requested the residents have input into the mission. 

 

Julie Velevis, Lyford Lane, asked how long the energy subcommittee had been researched and expressed her concern the formation is 

being rushed. 

 

Jones responded that committee formation is at the discretion of the selectboard. 

 

Lois DeYoung, Crawley Falls Road, expressed her concern that there is a serious issue at hand regarding electric rates and oil prices. She 

stated she believes the board is responsible and stated she wants the board to do their jobs. 

 

Jones reminded those in attendance that the board does not set pricing for electricity, oil, or natural gas.  

 

Bob Stephens, Northrup Drive, stated he emailed the board as Chair of the Conservation Committee. He explained he could be behind 

the formation of the committee if the focus was narrow and limited to energy only. 

 

Ward Byrne, Rowell Road, asked for clarification on what the warrant article would be for. Kelly handed Byrne some information 

previously discussed at a board meeting. Jones offered clarification about the community power coalition. She explained there is a group 

of towns who work together to purchase energy as a larger customer. Jones explained it is the supply/demand part of economics which 

could result in the residents of Brentwood obtaining lower rates by being part of the larger customer. She expounded further by 

explaining the advisory committee would research the pros/cons and present to the selectboard their recommendation based on the 

research. Jones further explained the laws and regulations to this power coalition are relatively new and by utilizing the expertise of those 

in town willing to join the advisory committee possible savings could ensue. She explained the goal would be to focus on what would be 

in the best interest of the town and its residents economically. Jones stated RSA 53:E is new legislation and would have to go in front of 

the voters as a warrant article. 

 

Mantegari added that the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) sets the rates and members are appointed by the governor.  

 

Bob Stephens, Northrup Drive, stated he believes what the town needs is a task force of trusted advisors. 

 

Jim Hajjar, Mohawk Lane, stated he is all for helping residents. He expressed concern about being forced to compost. 

 

Kelly responded that composting would be completely voluntary. 

 

Morgan expressed his confusion about the resistance to having people sit at a table to possibly come up with a plan to potentially save the 

residents money on their energy costs. 

 

Rebecca Dunham, Block Drive, stated her resistance is due to the formation of the committee seemingly “coming out of the blue”. 

 

Morgan responded when the idea first came up it was in a public forum. He explained Kelly shared his concern about the upcoming rate 

increase at a meeting weeks ahead of the increase.  

 

Jim Michaud, Route 125, stated he is in favor of a committee, but wants to understand the boundaries of the committee. He also shared 

Exeter is okay to look at regarding energy, but he would like a smaller town similar in size to Brentwood to be looked at as well.  

 

Bob Stephens, Northrup Drive, stated composting has issues. He urged concerned residents to reach out to the Conservation Commission 

and stated they are happy to educate and put composting on a future agenda. The email is conservation@brentwoodnh.gov. 

 

Lois DeYoung, Crawley Falls, stated she believes the mission should focus only on energy and kept narrow. 
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Discussion among the board members ensued while the energy and environmental advisory committee purpose, mission and goals were 

discussed. Mantegari proposed removing environmental from the name and calling it Energy Advisory Committee. Morgan suggested 

calling it Energy and Efficiency Advisory Committee. It was decided composting would be removed from the proposal. Mantegari 

expressed keeping community power coalition under the same committee.  

 

Mantegari asked Doug Finan, Planning Board Member if he sees a need for a planning board member to be on the energy committee. 

Finan responded that he does not see a need. Jones expressed that nine seems like too large of a group and proposed 7 members with 2 

being alternates. She explained a member from the planning board or conservation commission could serve as alternates if interested. 

Jones also suggested to keep the selectboard representative as a non-voting member. 

 

Kelly apologized publicly to Bob Stephens for offending him by declining the offer to meet with the Conservation Commission. He 

shared he hoped Stephens understood why he was not in a position to meet with him at the requested time. Stephens accepted the 

apology. 

 

Kelly requested the number one time sensitive item to be the community power coalition with a goal of a presentation to the board for 

1/5/2023. Following more discussion about the energy committee, this was offered as the final proposal. 

 

Energy & Efficiency Advisory Committee – Final Proposal for the Town of Brentwood Select Board 

 

PURPOSE: To advise the Town of Brentwood Select Board and other committees and boards on best practices related to energy and 

efficiency. 

 

Mission: 

• Research potential remedies for the impacts high electricity and energy costs are having on residents, businesses, and town 

offices 

o Research the recent decision of the NH Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to approve the Community Power rules to 

determine potential benefits to the Town 

o Conduct research on the Community Power Coalition of NH to determine the pros and cons of membership 

• Review methods to reduce town energy consumption (electric, natural gas, fuel consumption, fossil fuel consumption) 

• Collect educational materials regarding ways to save money on electric and energy bills, reducing electricity usage, and 

submitting those materials to the Selectboard for approval and consideration for use on the town website and social media page 

• Research and education on various tax incentives available to residents that involve alternative energies for home/business 

• Review any available state and federal programs and grants to provide for the promotion of alternative energy 

• Evaluation of annual energy-related legislation being proposed in the state legislature and report to the Selectboard on 

implications for the Town and its residents  

• Periodic updates to the Town and Selectboard regarding energy related programs, initiatives available grants, etc. 

MEMBERSHIP: Seven (7) residents interested in energy and environment issues.  

 

Residents of Brentwood who are interested in serving should complete the application stating their interest in serving and applicable 

background information.   Applications should be submitted to Karen Clement at kclement@brentwoodnh.gov or delivered to the Town 

Office located at 1 Dalton Road.  

 

The Selectboard will review applications received as early as October 11, 2022. The application deadline may be extended depending on 

the volume of interest.   

 

Kelly motioned, seconded by Mantegari, to create the committee with the language of the final proposal. All were in favor. 

 

Kelly shared information from a recent discussion with a business owner of Brew. He explained the business owner expressed difficulty 

doing business in Brentwood for several reasons. Kelly explained the owner shared issues included parking, lack of updated site plan, 

signage, fire lane, liquor license, inconsistencies between businesses and enforcement. Kelly asked Morgan if the Economic 

Development Committee would be willing to sit with business owners and hear their concerns. 

mailto:kclement@brentwoodnh.gov
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Morgan explained site plan, parking and signage are all planning board responsibilities. The liquor license is a state situation Morgan 

explained. 

 

Morgan stated he does not believe the business registrations should go through the building inspector. He stated he believes it should go 

through the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s office. Karen Clement, Town Administrator, stated she believes if the registrations do not go 

through Kaiser’s office, they should come through her office. 

 

Morgan stated he believes there are a handful of areas the town could do better at supporting current and future businesses. He would like 

to see modernization of the process. Morgan also stated he would like to see a “Welcome to Brentwood” handbook for businesses and a 

business database. He asked Lois DeYoung if she would be willing to share the list she created of Brentwood businesses. DeYoung 

declined on the basis that businesses change and her list might not be up-to-date. 

 

Letty Bedard, Middle Road, suggested utilizing the Secretary of State website to draft a list of registered Brentwood businesses. 

 

Jones addressed an email regarding solar exemptions from a Brentwood resident who was inquiring about the adoption of the Solar 

Energy Systems Exemption defined in RSA 72:62. Morgan gave disclosure that he cannot vote as he has solar on his residence. 

Mantegari stated he would like to see a citizen’s petition requiring 25 signatures for this exemption to be considered for a warrant article. 

Additionally, Mantegari explained the resident would need to speak on it at Town Meeting. 

 

Rebecca Dunham, Block Drive, stated residents already receive a 26% tax credit for using solar. She shared she feels it is unfair for the 

exemption to be subsidized by those who do not reap the benefits of solar. 

 

Letty Bedard, Middle Road, asked if the exemption would be for the homeowner or the property owner of leased space as well.  

 

Mantegari responded it would depend on how the RSA reads. 

 

At 8:32, Mantegari motioned, seconded by Morgan, to go into non-public for legal. Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – 

aye. 

 

At 8:59 pm, Mantegari motioned to come out of nonpublic and seal the minutes from the non-public meeting. Morgan seconded the 

motion.  Jones – aye; Mantegari – aye; Kelly – aye; Morgan – aye. 

 

At 8:59 pm, Mantegari motioned, seconded by Morgan, to adjourn. All were in favor. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tamera Peek 
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