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Convened at 6:00 pm    
   
     
Present:        Robert Mantegari, Chair 
                       Andrew Artimovich  
                       Ken Christiansen 
                       William Faria  
 
Mantegari called the meeting to order.  The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register.  The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 
 
Jonathan Ellis was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report.    Please see last page to view report.  
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the public minutes of 11/19/2019 as written.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the nonpublic minutes of 11/19/2019 as written.  All were 
in favor. 
 
Kip Kaiser, Building Inspector, had the following permits to be approved this week: 

 Three Ponds LLC, 18 Three Ponds Drive, new dwelling: signed by Board 

 Three Ponds LLC, 20 Three Ponds Drive, new dwelling: signed by Board 

 Ralph Posey, 69 South Road, electrical and minor permit for solar array: signed by Board 

 Doug Finan, 1 Gove Road, roof replacement: signed by Board 

 Brentwood Distribution, 91 Pine Road, office conversion: signed by Board. 

 

Kaiser said the door project at the town office is substantially complete and came in under budget.  

There is $1000 being retained for a final coat of paint in the spring. 

 

Kaiser said he and Glenn Greenwood, town planner, had a follow up site inspection at 9 Mary Vey Drive.  

The status remains unchanged with violations.  The fines may begin today as the notice of violation 

stated. 

 

The board reviewed the following budgets. 

 

Recreation, Andrew Gray 

Faria made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the recreation budget of $63977.  All were in favor. 

 

Conservation, Edie Shipley 

Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the conservation budget of $19674, a reduction of 

$740 from 2019.  All were in favor.  
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David Whipple, 16 Diane McCain Drive, said he keeps track of dollars spent on property taxes.  Whipple 

showed a bar graph to illustrate tax increases from school, town, county, and the total tax rate since he 

moved to Brentwood in 1996.  Whipple said he realizes the school is the largest factor and emphasized 

the town increases as that is where the BOS have control.  Mantegari asked Whipple if he votes at town 

elections or attends the deliberative sessions.  Whipple said he does participate in the town elections.  

Mantegari said the BOS is doing their best at juggling expenses.  Whipple said that he is not trying to 

micromanage town spending but that the increases are not sustainable.  Faria said they all felt the same 

and are doing what they can to keep tax increases to a minimum. 

 

Whipple asked about paying smaller tax bills quarterly.  Faria said there is an administrative cost to 

processing and printing tax bills.  The cost would then be added to the budget and would increase taxes. 

 

Whipple showed photos of a burglary in Brentwood that occurred on South Road a couple of weeks ago.  

He wanted to make sure the BOS was aware of the boldness of the crimes happening during the 

daytime.   

 

Whipple said he has lost 2 windshields from rocks being kicked up from the rumble strips from the 

vehicles traveling in front of him on Rte. 125, which is a state maintained road. 

 

Whipple questioned the cost and benefit of the solar panels at the fire station.  Mantegari explained the 

net metering process, the capital reserve fund to acquire the panels, and the revenue that is received 

annually. 

 

The board went back to reviewing budgets. 

 

Information Systems 

Clement said this looks like a large increase; however, this is the result of removing IT costs from fire and 

police budgets and consolidating all costs into this budget.  The police budget will reflect a decrease in IT 

expenses.  There is a large increase in support of $8200 for increasing support for the fire department to 

a fully managed agreement.  There is also a onetime fee of $2500 to onboard to Block 5.  Christiansen 

made a motion, 2nd by Artimovich to approve the information systems budget of $68924.  All were in 

favor.  

 

Debt Service 

Clement said there is a reduction as fire impact fees are being used towards the bond for the fire 

station.  Faria made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve the debt service budget of $359156.  All 

were in favor.  

 

Faria asked if impact fees could be used to purchase a command vehicle for the fire department.  

Clement said yes, but there is not enough to cover all the costs for a command vehicle.  The board will 

need to determine the best use of the impact fee money.  Faria said he thought it would be best to go 

towards the bond.  
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Clement said that Bird received estimates for the transmission repairs needed for engine 1.  The cost is 

$9863.36 for a refurbished transmission with a 2 year warranty or $25229.59 for a new transmission.  

Clement said Bird would like authorization to move forward with the repairs and will cover the cost in 

his budget.  Faria made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to approve expending $9863.36 out of the fire 

budget for transmission repairs.  All were in favor. 

 

Artimovich made a motion, 2nd by Faria to sign a letter to terminate the contract with Comstar effective 

2/1/20 per the contract terms.  All were in favor.  

 

Clement said Bird would like to try and terminate effective 1/1/20 if Comstar would be agreeable.  

Artimovich made a motion, 2nd by Christiansen to authorize Clement to sign a termination letter 

effective 1/1/20 on behalf of the board.  All were in favor.    

 

Clement said Butch Whitehouse has requested the release of correspondence with legal counsel in 

reference to 102 Rte. 125 and 106 Crawley Falls Road.  Clement said this is not subject to the right to 

know law but the board could authorize the release of the information.  Mantegari wanted counsel to 

review before any information was released.   

 

Clement said she drafted a hold harmless agreement for counsel to review in reference to the parking of 

private vehicles on town property.  Clement said these types of waivers are difficult to draft due to the 

level of specificity required to achieve the standard for this to be enforceable in court. Clement said 

even if terms were agreed upon, if a suit was filed and the town prevailed, they would still be out the 

legal fees to defend the claim.  Clement reviewed some of the requirements to be included and sample 

terms of an agreement.  Clement asked the board before she spent more time on this issue, if the board 

was still in favor of granting the parking agreement.  Artimovich said he was not comfortable with this 

before and now is even less so.  Faria said he is starting to agree with Artimovich.  Clement said she 

understands the board wanting to be accommodating but there is nothing but risk and liability to the 

town.  Artimovich made a motion, 2nd by Faria to withdraw the town’s offer due to legal reasons.  All 

were in favor. 

 

Clement said she spoke with Bird about the possibility of having the live in student help shovel out the 

town office during snow events.  Clement said highway would continue to plow in the am to get the 

building ready to be opened and again in the evenings.  She said they need someone to keep the main 

lobby door and emergency exits clear of snow and ice throughout the day.  Artimovich suggested paying 

a stipend.  Clement said she has a land maintenance budget already that could be used for this cost.  

Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to pay $30 a day for shoveling.  All were in favor.   

 

Christiansen said Robinson will be ready next week with numbers from John Bell for Rowell Road.  

 

The Pickpocket Road Bridge was paved last week.  
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Artimovich suggested a budget line for AV equipment.  Clement suggested adding that to information 

systems since general government has already been approved by BOS and the budget committee.  

Clement will work on that for information systems to be re-approved next week. 

At 7:20 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Faria to go into nonpublic sessions per RSA 
91-A: 3, II for (b) hiring. Mantegari– aye, Artimovich – aye, Christiansen – aye, and Faria – aye.   The 
motion carries.    
 
At 7:29 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Faria to come out of nonpublic session and 
seal the minutes. Mantegari– aye, Artimovich –aye, Christiansen – aye, and Faria – aye.  The motion 
carries. 
 
At 7:29 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Faria to adjourn.  All were in favor.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Karen Clement 
 
 

WEEKLY TREASURER'S REPORT

DATE: 11/26/2019

Citizens General Fund:

Previous Balance:  15,852.47               

Deposits: 4,202,003.50        

Payroll: 22,166.94              DD: $21007.65 CK: $1159.29

FICA: 5,619.09                

to Impact Fees 9,368.00                

A/P: Regular $648,694.47 Co-op: $626,159

Non-A/P

void checks

From MMA

To Rec

TO MMA 3,500,000.00        

Account Balance: 32,007.47              

Interest Earned YTD: 44.26                      

 

CD's

MMA: Unrestricted Balance: 5,112,775.73

Total Invested Funds: 5,112,775.73

Interest Earned YTD: 42,692.10               


