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Convened at 6:00 pm    
   
     
Present:        Robert Mantegari, Chair 
                       Andrew Artimovich  
                       Ken Christiansen 
                       William Faria  
 
Mantegari called the meeting to order.  The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register.  The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 
 
Joyce Gallant was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report.    Please see last page to view report.  
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the public minutes of 11/12/2019 as written.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to approve the nonpublic minutes of 11/12/2019 as written.  All were 
in favor. 
 
The following permits to be approved this week: 

 Mark Hewitt, 5 Skim Milk Lane, electrical permit: signed by Board 

 Dunks Mushrooms, 313 Rte. 125, plumbing permit: signed by Board. 

 

Rebecca Dunham, Chair Regional Associations Subcommittee, said the group has worked on an 

application and process for regional associations to apply for funding requests.  The BOS has approved 

$17,500 to be budgeted in the operating budget for these expenses.  Dunham would like the board to 

approve the creation of a subcommittee to review the applications for final recommendations to be 

made to the BOS.  Michele Siudut, Lynn Austin, Bob Stephens, and Becky Dunham to be recommended 

to be on the subcommittee.  Dunham said Dawn Higley would like to serve as an alternate.  Dunham 

said she is looking for one more.  Clement said Jeff Donald was interested in being a member.  Dunham 

said she called him but was not able to connect with him.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to 

create a subcommittee with the 4 recommended members to review and make recommendations on 

how to distribute the regional association’s budget.  All were in favor.   

 

PJ Reczek, 4 Autumn Lane, works for the VA and lives in Brentwood.  He has a government vehicle that is 

currently housed in Manchester.  They will not allow the vehicle to be parked at his home and requires 

the vehicle to be parked in a municipal or government lot.  He is requesting to park his government 

vehicle in the lot 7 days a week.  Monday through Friday the government vehicle will be picked up and 

exchanged with his personal vehicle in the lot.  He would like to try this for one year and then revisit to 

see if this can continue.  Artimovich said he was concerned with snow operations and the town’s liability 

if either of these vehicles were to be damaged by a plow.  Wayne Robinson, Road Agent, said he needs 

the firefighters to park closest to the building which allows him to use the plow wing to push all the 
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snow out of the lot.  Joe Bird, Fire Chief, said he had no issue as long as he and Robinson could come 

together with a plan.  Artimovich made a motion, 2nd by Faria to allow this on a trial basis contingent on 

a liability and hold harmless agreement being executed.  All were in favor.  

 

David Abusamra, 70 Haigh Road, was present to discuss some road improvements around town.  

 

Safety: 
1. Change intersection of South and Lake to a "T." Or add solid white lines to make 2 lanes on    

each side of the intersection. 
Robinson said he needs to add a top coat to Prescott Road, a portion of Lake Road, Sanborn Way, and 
Rowell Road West.  

2. Change 111A and Pickpocket to a "T." Or add solid white lines to make 2 lanes. Or install a sign (with 
an arrow) at each approach to the intersection which directs incoming traffic to a specific side of the 
island. 
Christiansen said this is being addressed in 2034 by the state.  He will bring it back up at the next TAC 
meeting.  

3. Drinking while driving. Throwing cans to the side of the road. Drinking problems. Police presence. 
Something from you in the BNL and online. See #2 below. 
Artimovich said an article in the newsletter on littering would be helpful.   

4. Must add more reflectors on Pine Road from the overpass to the end. Currently there are only 3 on 
one side and 4 on the other heading south. And these are in place AFTER the concrete plant. The most 
dangerous areas are heading south approaching the plant on the right. A yellow line to mark the 
center of the road would also make the road safer.  
Robinson said the delineators are there to help guide the snow plows.  He can look into the expense 
of adding more.  

5. The 2 street signs at both ends of Northrup are missing. 
Robinson said they keep getting stolen.  

 
Beauty: 

1. Add a law or enforce a law such that businesses can't place signs on our town's trees and poles. 
When discovered, fine them and increase the fine if signs are not removed within, say, a week. 
Why should businesses enjoy free advertising at the expense of our beautiful town roads? There's 
a $288* fine for littering on "Scenic Roads." Placing of business signs can certainly be called 
littering. And there should be no penalty for someone removing said signs. Current signs on Haigh 
and Robinson: Firewood Wood Pellets 603-880-WOOD. They have a 2nd one on Haigh on the right 
past the Arkell Bridge. I am also referring to the metal-framed foam board signs people put up and 
never take down, which are the same type as the political signs, but represent a business. I have 
photos with me. *RSA 265:102  
Clement will contact Eversource to see if any business has been granted permission to post signs 
on the utility poles and if we have permission to remove them if no authorization was granted.   

2. Trash on our roads is at an all-time high since we bought in '88. Is there a law against littering on 
our non-"Scenic"-designated roads? Can a citizen call the PD with a plate number? Can the PD park 
at the "hot spots?" Some people these days feel no sense of tribe, the tribe being our town. Adopt a 
road. We welcome your ideas. BNL and online articles several times a year from you would be a start.  
Artimovich said an “Adopt a Road” program is a great idea and suggested working with 
conservation commission on that initiative.  
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3. ACO (Animal Control Officer). People are not picking up their dog’s poop, especially along our 
waterways. We all know that this contaminant enters Great Bay and then the Atlantic. Articles in the 
BNL a few times a year from you, the ACO and online would be a start. The solution is so simple: 
bring 2 bags with you on your walk (and open them before you leave your yard). Cheap plastic 
bag holders attach to your dog's leash and hold a roll of bags. The best way to dispose of said bags 
is to put them in a small galvanized metal trash container, and then put them out with the trash. 
(The ACO should also remind folks to walk/ run their animals on the left side of the road, facing 
traffic at all time) 
Faria said we do not have an ACO at this time.  Mantegari suggested asking Sergeant Wicks to 
write something for the newsletter and perhaps a town ordinance imposing a fine.  

 

Rebecca Dunham, 9 Block Drive, said the guardrail at the intersection of Rte. 125 and Rte. 111A is not 

reflective and asked if something could be added to assist with visibility.  Robinson will contact NH DOT 

as those are state maintained roads.   

 

Robinson had a set of plans for the culvert replacement on Rowell Road.  He is working with Bell and 

Flynn to finalize quotes and a scope of work.  The river is high and the work will likely not be able to be 

started until May 2020.  The asphalt plant is also closing for the season on Friday. 

 

The pickpocket Road Bridge will be paved on Thursday. The cost to be split with Exeter as half of the 

bridge is in Exeter.   

 

Christiansen to participate in interviews for the highway department on Thursday.   

The board reviewed the following budgets. 
Tax Collector, Daphne Woss 
Woss said the budget is decreased 6.12% before benefits were removed.  Mantegari made a motion, 
2nd by Faria to approve the tax collector budget of $49,903.  All were in favor.  
 
Town Clerk, Daphne Woss 
Woss said the budget is decreased by 5.72% before benefits were removed.  Faria made a motion, 2nd 
by Christiansen to approve the town clerk budget of $53,653.  All were in favor.  
 
Clement said she will be at a human resource seminar all day Wednesday. 
 
Clement said Jim Michaud, contract assessor, is not able to handle the workload to complete the full 
revaluation in 2020.  He will be able to continue with annual updates only.  Michaud prepared a RFP to 
be released.  Clement said it was in the mail and asked if the board approved the RFP as written.  Faria 
was concerned about cost.  Clement said the town has been contributing funds into a capital reserve 
fund for the last 5 years and there should be enough money to cover the cost.   
 
Clement said there was a request to waive the rental fee from a nonprofit.   Clement also had a memo 
from Andy Gray, Recreation Director, recommending the request be denied as it would set a precedent 
for all other nonprofits.  The board reviewed both memos.  Artimovich made a motion, Mantegari to 
deny the request to waive or reduce the rental fee.  All were in favor.   
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Clement said it is time to review the status of the properties that are up for tax deed.  She sent out 

letters requesting the property owners attend the meeting on 12/3/2019. 

 

The town office will be closing at noon on 11/27 for Thanksgiving.  The BOS office will be closed on 

12/24, 12/25, and 1/1 for holidays and will be closing at noon on 12/31. 

 

There will be no meetings on 12/24 or 12/31. 

 

The holiday party will be Wednesday 12/4 at the town office.   

 

Clement said Liz Faria, 209 South Road, asked about coolers for the cruiser and if that was viable option 

to reduce idle time.  There was a response from the PD in the mail last week, and Clement suggested 

that it be added to the record.   

Please see some of the reasons to idle a police cruiser: 
1. Narcan must be maintained at the constant temp. (approximately 55 to 70’)  
2. AEDs must also be maintained at the same constant temp. 
3. In cold weather the engine must be warm and the car free of ice and snow for an  

emergency response 
4. The computers (which dispatch us and provided critical information) take approximately 5 

to 8 minutes to start and place multiple passwords to access sensitive information. If we 
restart the computer for each emergency response it will cause a significant delay in that 
response. 

5. Cruisers are equipped with radios that must be turned off if we shut down the cruiser (or 
the battery will die), the radios are also critical to our mission. This also  will take time to 
turn them on and slow an emergency response. 

6. Our officers are mandated to wear body armor (very hot in the summer) and wear warm 
wool navy blue uniforms. In the summer the temps in the cruiser exceed 100’ on warm days. 
The officers leave the AC on to ensure that do not sustain heat stroke. 

7. By leaving the cruiser idling the officer is ensured engine that is warm and capable of a rapid 
emergency response.  

 

Bird said he has been reviewing the contracts for the ambulance billing.  Comstar bills 5% on services 

billed and Medical Billing Services (MBS) bills 7% of bills collected.  Bird would like to sign a contract with 

MBS. He said Epping uses them and has seen an increase in their revenue.  Clement to send a letter of 

intent to terminate our contract with Comstar.  Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Artimovich to 

execute a contract with MBS contingent on counsel’s review.  All were in favor.    

 

Bird added three new firefighters.  Engine 1 is out of service.  

At 7:16 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Artimovich to go into nonpublic sessions per 
RSA 91-A: 3, II (a) for personnel and (b) hiring. Mantegari– aye, Artimovich – aye, Christiansen – aye, 
and Faria – aye.   The motion carries.    
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At 7:28 pm a motion was made by Mantegari, 2nd by Christiansen to come out of nonpublic session 
and seal the minutes. Mantegari– aye, Artimovich –aye, Christiansen – aye, and Faria – aye.  The 
motion carries. 
 
Artimovich asked if Bird was interested in a used police cruiser for a command vehicle.  Bird  said no, 
he does not want to inherit the maintenance issues and the cost to outfit an already used vehicle is 
not worth it.  Bird said he will probably put in a warrant article for one. 
 
Artimovich said the furnace at the highway shed is installed and all  set.   
 
At 7:34 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Faria to adjourn.  All were in favor.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Karen Clement 
 
 

 


