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Convened at 6:00 pm    
   
     
Present:        Robert Mantegari, Chair 
                       Ken Christiansen 
                       William Faria  
                       Phyllis Thompson  
 
Mantegari called the meeting to order.  The board opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Board met and reviewed payroll, accounts payable and signed the register.  The Selectmen reviewed 
and signed the recreation register. 
 
Jonathan Ellis was in to present the weekly Treasurer’s report.    Please see last page to view report.  
 
Christiansen made a motion, 2nd by Thompson to approve the public minutes of 09/24/2019 as written.  All 
were in favor. 
 
Kip Kaiser, Building Inspector, had the following permits to be signed this week: 

 David Hans bury, 41 Forest Lane, electrical: signed by Board 

 James Bateman, 27 Mill Pond Road, sunroom on deck: signed by Board 

 Deb Cardiero, 471 Middle Road, roof: signed by Board. 

 

Faria asked Kaiser for clarification on the accessory unit for 106 Lake Road.  He asked if Kaiser was went 

out there last week.  Kaiser said no, the permit was approved and the units are connected by a 

breezeway.  Faria said they were not connected by an interior door and was concerned that they could 

be sold as 2 units.  Mantegari said no, the lot would need to be subdivided in order for the lots to be 

sold separately.  

 

Mantegari said the board received a memo from Glenn Greenwood, town planner, asking what the 

status is on the Sampson property.  Christiansen said Sampson has not done anything to come into 

compliance over the last several years.  Kaiser said Sampson does not have a junkyard permit.  He does 

have a motor vehicle license as an automotive dealer to house or sell vehicles in any condition but the 

statute allows the vehicles to remain on the property for up to 160 days.  Kaiser said this is a state 

license and not enforceable by the town.  Kaiser said the last communication with Sampson 

recommended that Sampson meet with the planning board to amend his site plan.  Kaiser said the 

license needs to be renewed every 2 years.  Faria said this becomes a state issue and not a local issue 

and the planning board needs to notify the state of any potential violations.  Thompson said the state 

sends a letter to the planning board asking them to sign off before a renewal is issued.  Kaiser said there 

was a meeting proposed with Sampson, planning, code enforcement and selectmen. The meeting was 

declined by the planning board. Mantegari suggested sending this back to the planning board as they ae 

a non-conforming lot of record but we do not see any zoning violations that are enforceable by the 

town.  Faria asked if there was a legitimate complaint filed.  Kaiser said yes, someone filed a complaint 

years ago. Mantegari asked Kaiser to touch base with the town planner.  Kaiser said we need to see if 
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there is a path to force the site plan review.  Faria asked what we were trying to accomplish.  

Christiansen said to clean up the property.  

 

Faria said the light on Rte. 125 by Lewis Builders is still a problem.  Kaiser said the lights are on utility 

poles and would be for Eversource.  Clement will email the construction division of Eversource.  

Thompson said she would get the pole numbers for Clement. 

 

Clement said there was a letter in the mail from an attorney representing 9 Mary Vey Drive.  The 

property owner is in litigation with his contractor and scheduled for mediation on 11//1/2019.  Kohlhase 

is requesting to empty the structure in question, discontinue the use, and is requesting the town not 

levy fines until after the court date.  Mantegari asked if we can retroactive the fine if this is not resolved 

on 11/1/2019.  Clement will research.  

 

Kaiser said the police facility subcommittee received 2 bids for a needs assessment.  The assessment will 

analyze space need and needs going forward with a population projection out 20 years.  Faria asked why 

this is different from the schools.  Arcieri, Police Chief, said the schools are preparing site plans and 

building designs.  Kaiser said they will work in conjunction with each to come up with space needs and 

then design a building to suit those needs.  Arcieri to review the contract and references.  A motion, was 

made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to expend $8973 out of police impact fees for a needs 

assessment.  All were in favor.  

 

Mantegari said 10/26/19 will be Drug Take Back Day and an open house at the police department.   

 

Mantegari said the police are also looking into creating an open space for storage, lockers, and a 

meeting room in the basement of the town office to open up space in the existing station to create 

equal male and female locker rooms as required by statute.  Mantegari said they will be looking to 

create a capital reserve fund with $75,000 to start saving for the new station.   

 

Arcieri is requesting to increase the detail rate from $44 to $47 per hour.  She presented some data 

showing the average is $49.  The cruiser rate will remain the same at $12 and the administrative fee 

would need to be increased by $0.86.  Faria asked that be rounded up to make it even.  Faria asked if 

that would impact our number of details.  Thompson said they have to ask the town in which the work is 

begin done.  Arcieri said that was correct and this would not impact the number of details.  Faria, made 

a motion, 2nd by Thompson to approve the detail rate of $47 with a total bill rate of up to $76 per hour.  

All were in favor.  

 

Janice Wiers, Tracy Waldron, Jim Clark were present from the library to discuss IT support for that 
building. They currently have 7 computers total. Two are for public use and five computers were 
donated last year along with software and support for the systems. The total donation was about 
$25,000. They are looking into software support with another IT vendor and will be meeting with Block 5 
tomorrow. The trustees wanted to know if the board would be open to including the library with the 
town's contract. Mantegari said they would consider it but would like to see the numbers.  Wiers will 
follow up after tomorrow’s meeting. 
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Waldron asked about the roof. Clark said it was his understanding that the board was looking for the 
library trustees to close their capital reserve fund for building maintenance to be used towards this 
repair. Clement said that was about $5,000 and she would find the other five in the general operating 
budget. Faria asked where the money was coming from. Clement said there are funds in the insurance 
line from a holiday credit from Primex. Christensen made a motion, 2nd by Thompson to approve 
expending up to $5,000 for the other half of the roof repair at the library. All were in favor. 
 
Ward Byrne, 55 Rowell Road, had a question on the game farm on South road. He heard that a private entity 
may be interested in purchasing the property but that the conservation commission would be facilitating the 
deal. Byrne said at the last conservation meeting they voted to expend up to $10,000 to have an appraisal 
done. Byrne ask that the BOS look into this because he does not understand why we would spend Town funds 
on a property that would not ultimately be owned by the town. Clement will touch base with Rob Wofchuck, 
conservation commission. 
 
Robin Wrighton, 102 middle road, presented the board with a letter of interest to serve on the conservation 
commission. She has attended the last few meetings. Faria asked if we should move forward and go ahead 
and appoint Wrighton. Thompson said no the board should give the conservation commission an opportunity 
to discuss this first. 
 
The selectmen accepted the resignation of Jeff Donald from the conservation commission. 
 
Christensen made a motion, 2nd by Faria to sign a five-year contract with George Sansoucy for the utility 
valuations. All were in favor. 
 
Faria made a motion, 2nd by Christensen to sign the ms1 as written. All were in favor. 
 
Clement said the board approved an intent to cut for the pilgrim church last week. The logger is requesting to 
gain access to the church through the town highway shed. Wayne Robinson, road agent, said he had no issue 
with this as long as the logger coordinated with him in advance. The board agreed this was not an issue as long 
as Robinson approves. 
 
Clement said there was a memo in the mail in reference to a class action lawsuit where two organizations are 
alleging that five defendants misled physicians and the public about the need for and addictiveness of 
prescription opioids in an effort to increase sales. The second claim is that the defendants ignored their 
responsibilities to report and halt suspicious opioid sales. Clement asked if the board wanted to opt out of the 
class action suit. They would maintain their right to negotiate separately if they chose to file a separate suit 
later. By taking no action they would remain in the class. Christensen made a motion, 2nd by Thompson to opt 
out of the class action suit. All were in favor. 
 
Clement said she was notified by the state last week that work on the Mill road dam will begin on October 7th. 
The state will be removing the gate and will be moving forward with requesting permanent removal of the 
dam in the spring. Thompson asked that that notification be posted on the town's website. 
 
Clement asked if the board has a budget goal in mind.  We are all well aware that the budget committee 
is looking for zero percent but Clement wanted to see what the board’s goal is.  Thompson said zero is 
not realistic.  Faria said the taxes are not sustainable at this rate of increase.  He went to the 
administrative budget meeting for the SAU and they are looking at a 9.9% increase in salaries which 
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equates to $2.5M.  Clement said she understands that point; however, the town has 15 full time 
employees that work extremely hard day in and day out and should not be punished because of the 
school budget which is out of our control.  Faria said no, he was not trying to compare the two.  Faria 
said he thinks there is a need to compensate our employees fairly.  Faria said we have good employees 
and we need to pay them; we want to retain them.  Mantegari said he is fine looking at the budget goal 
but wants us to analyze the budget and see if there is something that we can go without.  Mantegari 
said he was good with 1-1.5%, Faria said maybe 2% to be in line with COLA.  Clement said the board is 
going to see the whole picture 10/17 and not all budgets can make cuts but it could be balanced 
potentially somewhere else. If BOS is stuck on zero percent and won’t be looking for the balance, then 
there is not a point to come in with any budget increases anywhere.  
 
Faria would rather pay the employees and eat it somewhere else.  Clement said that is all we need to 
know. Clement said the employees need to feel supported by the board and that they will be 
compensated fairly.  Robin Wrighton, 102 Middle Road, said that is where the total compensation 
package will come in to play.  Employees to need to realize other perks such as Wednesday mornings 
off.  Clement said she is working from home Wednesday mornings, not just sitting around.  Wrighton 
said it is not just money.  Clement said if you look at similar towns with similar infrastructure, we are not 
only getting paid less per hour but we also have a smaller staff.  We all need to do more for less.  Total 
compensation package looks at health insurance and retirement, and those other towns offer the same 
insurance and retirement.  Wrighton said an employee left town employment recently for more money 
and did not realize the benefits he was receiving in town.  Clement said that employee left for the 
private sector.  There is difference in private v. public.  Faria said the benefits are great but the 
employees are looking at the check they put in their pocket.  He wants to invest in them.  
 
Clement said the Rowell Road West permit will not be approved for 50 days.  She did not put a deposit 
down as they were looking for 20% and a 30% restocking fee to return.  Mantegari said Pike will be 
closed by then. 
 
Thompson asked if Clement called NHMA on the school board.  Clement said yes, but since the BOS is 
not an ex officio member there is no obligation for the school board to allow us to participate in the 
meeting.  Faria said he wants to be a nonvoting member.  Clement said the structure of a schools board 
is determined by statute and we cannot ask for that.  We could ask for them to restructure the meeting 
to allow more participation but that would be up to the discretion of the siting board.  Mantegari made 
a motion, 2nd by Thompson to send a letter to request this.  The motion carried with Christiansen 
opposed.  
 

At 7:47 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to go into nonpublic sessions per RSA 91-A: 

3, II (l) for legal. Mantegari– aye, Christiansen – aye, Faria – aye, and Thompson – aye.  The motion carries.    

 
At 8:02 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to come out of nonpublic session and seal 
the minutes. Mantegari– aye, Christiansen – aye, Faria – aye, and Thompson – aye.  The motion carries. 
 

At8:03 pm a motion was made by Christiansen, 2nd by Thompson to adjourn.  All were in favor.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
Karen Clement 
 

WEEKLY TREASURER'S REPORT

DATE: 10/1/2019

Citizens General Fund:

Previous Balance:  2,142.49                 

Deposits: 46,406.09              

Payroll: 19,739.88              DD: $18222.41 CK: $1517.47

FICA: 5,016.10                

to Impact Fees 3,618.00                

A/P: Regular $256,981.15

Non-A/P

void checks

From MMA 260,000.00           

To Cons. Comm. 6,080.00                

TO MMA

Account Balance: 17,113.45              

Interest Earned YTD: 41.66                      

 

CD's 2,000,000.00        

MMA: Unrestricted Balance: 245,890.49

Total Invested Funds: 2,245,890.49

Interest Earned YTD: 32,806.86               


