
If you’ve driven along North Road recently, you 
may have noticed that a lot of trees on the county’s 
Ladd Farm property are gone. Since starting as 
County Forester in 2017, I had been watching 
those trees closely – almost daily – on my drive to 
the UNH Cooperative Extension office at the 
Rockingham County Complex. I was looking for the 
tell-tale signs of a tiny, non-native, invasive insect 
pest known as the red pine scale (Matsucoccus 
resinosae). Finally, sometime in July or August of 
2020, I noticed the foliage on dozens of red pines 
changing from a healthy green to yellow and then 
to brown. A closer inspection of the trees confirmed 
my suspicions. The insect had arrived in Brentwood 
and it was time for a timber salvage harvest. 
The red pine scale (RPS), also known as the “pine 
bast scale,” is native to Japan. First detected in 
the United States in 1946, the insect was probably 
accidentally introduced on exotic pines planted at 
the New York World’s Fair in 1939. Over the 
ensuing years, the insect marched slowly north 
via wind transport and stuck to the feet of migrating 
birds. From the 1930s through the 1970s, red pine 
plantations were a popular way to reforest abandoned or marginal 
farmland and pastures throughout southern New Hampshire. The tree 
typically grows tall and straight, produces nice-quality timber, and is 
tolerant of a variety of soils. That is probably the reason why the former 
County Forester, Stanley Knowles (or an Assistant County Forester), 
planted a couple acres of red pine along North Road in the 1960s. The 
planted trees grew remarkably well; sometimes putting on as much as 3 
inches in diameter and 10+ feet in height in a decade.  
No one knows exactly when RPS arrived in New Hampshire; however, 
it was first detected by state foresters at Bear Brook State Park in 2012. 
Barely visible to the naked eye, the insects can easily go undetected 
for several years. Settling unobtrusively under bark scales on the 
pine’s branches, each insect feeds on a tiny bit of the tree’s sap. Trees 
easily tolerate small infestations but, once well-established, the insect 
will ultimately kill trees. Weakened trees are often attacked by bark 
beetles speeding up mortality. To make matters worse, the summer 
drought stressed the trees even more. Fortunately, the scale insect 

does not attack our other native pines. Eastern white pine, one of 
Brentwood’s most common trees, is safe from this insect. 
Chemical treatment of prized trees is possible in landscaped areas. 
However, in plantations with lots of trees, chemical control is not 
practical. Effective chemical treatment is relatively expensive and 
requires a long-term commitment on the part of the landowner. Some 
native predators attack RPS but are not abundant enough to keep the 
insect under control. The best way to slow the spread of the insect is to 
harvest the trees and chip the branches. Working with Rockingham 
County’s Director of Facilities and the Board of Commissioners, I 
made the decision to salvage the trees before they died. Trees usually 
die within about a year of infestation and have little or no value once 
dead. If we wanted to receive “stumpage,” or payment from a logging 
contractor for the timber, there was little time to waste. If the county 
delayed and decided to remove the trees after they were dead, removal 
would come at a significant expense.  

Continued on page 11
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Red pine logs piled on landing to be loaded onto trucks. Logging before disease onset brings a 
valuable commodity to mills for products like lumber, flooring, and bio fuels.

SALVAGING TREES TO SAVE THE FOREST 
Greg Jordan, Rockingham County Forester, UNH Cooperative Extension



Town of Brentwood 
www.brentwoodnh.gov 

TOWN CLERK and TAX COLLECTOR  
(603) 642-6400 ext 113/114  

Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm 
Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

(603) 642-6400 ext 110 Fax: 642-6310 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

BRENTWOOD POLICE 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: (603) 642-8817 
BRENTWOOD FIRE 

Emergency: 911 
Non-emergency: (603) 642-8132 
MARY E. BARTLETT LIBRARY 

(603) 642-3355  
brentwoodlibrary@comcast.net 

www.brentwoodlibrary.org 
Monday 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Friday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Saturday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

PLANNING BOARD 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

(603) 642-6400 ext 116 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Planning Board meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday  
of the month at 7:00 pm 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
(603) 642-6400 ext. 120 

Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
recreation@brentwoodnh.gov 

www.brentwoodnh.gov/recreation 
SWASEY CENTRAL SCHOOL 

(603) 642-3487 
Swasey on the Web: scs.sau16.org 

SAU 16 on the Web: www.sau16.org 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

Submissions for the following month must be  
received by the 15th. Send your news to 

Email: info@brentwoodnewsletter.org 
Mail: 102 Middle Road, Brentwood, NH 03833

Brentwood
N e w s l e t t e r

Recycling Pickup Dates 
January 12 & 13     •      January 26 & 27 

Waste Tonnage Figures                       October                            November 
Tons, mixed solid waste                         119.63                               116.46 
Tons, recycled goods                              31.25 (26.12%)                 31.59 (27.12%) 

Select Board Weekly Meetings 
For the months of September through March, the board will meet each Tuesday at 6:00 pm 
in the Cross Room of the Town Office. The public is welcome. If you would like to be added 
to the official agenda, please contact Karen Clement at kclement@brentwoodnh.gov. 
To watch previously recorded selectmen meetings go to: vimeo.com/user97247702. 
You can also watch the meetings live on Youtube: https://tinyurl.com/yxl5bb36. 
Karen Clement, Town Administrator 

 
Town Clerk Notes 

The Town Clerk / Tax Collector’s Office Has Resumed Normal Office Hours.  
Mon, Wed, Thurs 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  •  Tuesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm  •  Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

• Town offices will be closed on Monday, January 18 for Martin Luthar King Jr. Day. 
• Did you know that you can pay your vehicle, trailer, dog registrations, and property taxes  

online? Visit brentwoodnh.gov and select the Town Clerk/Tax Collector tab. 
• We accept CASH, CHECK (made out to the Town of Brentwood), or CREDIT CARDS  

for all payments at the town office! **PLEASE NOTE** A debit card is processed as a  
credit card only if the card has a MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or AMEX logo present.  
There are additional convenience fees to cover the cost of the credit card fees (2.79%  
with a $1.50 minimum). These fees go directly to our third party processor and are not  
retained by the Town. Convenience fees cannot be refunded. 

• When transferring your plates, please bring in your old registration to return to the state.  
A copy will cost $17.50. 

• We are able to provide HUNTING/FISHING licenses and register BOATS, OHRV. 
• NH state law requires you to register dogs (RSA 466:1 Procuring License; Tag). You can  

obtain a copy of this law at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
$10.00 for an unneutered/unspayed dog $7.50 for a neutered/spayed dog $7.50 for a  
puppy (up to 7 months old) $3.00 on the first dog for a senior resident. 

Daphne Woss, Brentwood Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
 

Thank You to the December Newsletter Crew 
Thank You to Anne Marie, Becky and Bill, Carole, Jacob, Joe, Ken, Michelle, Phyllis, and 
Tracy for folding, dotting and addressing last month’s BNLs.  
If you would like to join the Newsletter crew on a folding night, send us an email and you’ll 
be notified of the next folding party: info@brentwoodnewsletter.org. 

 
New England Home  

My husband and I purchased an old home in New Hampshire from two elderly sisters. 
Winter was fast approaching and I was concerned about the house’s lack of insulation. “If 
they could live here all those years, so can we!” my husband confidently declared. One 
December night the temperature plunged to below zero and we woke up to find interior 
walls covered with frost. My husband called the sisters to ask how they had kept the house 
warm. After a rather brief conversation, he hung up. “For the past 30 years,” he muttered, 

“they’ve gone to Florida for the winter.”  
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BRENTWOOD CHURCH NEWS 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH – 201 North Road 

As we enter the new year, First Baptist Church will continue to offer 
two services each Sunday: the first at 9:30 am, followed by a second at 
11:00 am. Each service features rich fellowship, children’s time, uplifting 
music and prayer and a powerful message of hope in trying times. 
Having two services makes social distancing much easier to accomplish. 
We have masks and hand sanitizer on hand. 
January 22, the church will sponsor a Red Cross blood drive from 
10:00 am until 2:30 pm. Please call 800-733-2767 to set a time to donate. 
First Baptist Church is the oldest active Baptist church in New Hampshire 
and will celebrate its 250th anniversary in the spring of 2021. First 
Baptist Church has occupied the corner of North Road and Route 125 
since 1771, even before the American Revolution. 
Please join us this coming Sunday for worship and Sunday school, but 
be forewarned: to worship at First Baptist Church of Brentwood can be 
habit-forming. We believe that’s a very good thing and we welcome you! 
Keep up to date and receive a daily spiritual boost, visit us at 
facebook.com/firstbaptistbrentwoodnh.  
Pastor James Barnes 

 
ST. JOSEPH PARISH – 200 Pleasant Street, Epping 

For updates and additional information,  
stjosepheppingnh.com 

Saturday 4:00 pm Mass with limited capacity of 95 Parishioners 
Sunday 8:00 am Mass with limited capacity of 95 Parishioners 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass with limited capacity of 95 Parishioners 
Saturday 7:30 am Mass, First Saturday of the Month only. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Saturday from 3:00-3:30 pm or by appt. 
Holy Communion will be distributed for 30 minutes after the 10:00 am 
Mass inside the front doors of the Church. 
Public Weekday Masses are Monday-Thursday at 7:30 am and will 
be live-streamed on our website. St. John Paul II Chapel is opened for 
private prayer between 9:00 am and 7:00 pm daily. 
All Mass attendees are to maintain social distancing while in the 
Church and wear face masks or face coverings at all times. 

 
PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BRENTWOOD-KINGSTON 

197 Middle Road (Route 111A) 
Pilgrim United Church of Christ is located on Middle Road/Route 111 A 
in Brentwood, with roots in Kingston and Brentwood. We are a Just 
Peace and an Open and Affirming congregation in the United Church 
of Christ, which means that no matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here. We seek to change lives for the 
better by working for justice and peace in the world.  
We will continue worshiping online on our Facebook page each Sunday. 
facebook.com/PilgrimUCCBrentwoodKingston, then click on video link. 
Visit our website pilgrimucc-nh.org. 
Rev. Tara Olsen Allen 

GRACE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL – 263 Route 125 
Our meetings continue on Zoom and in person! 

Sunday Morning, 10:00 am 
You are welcome to attend our Sunday worship services and midweek 
classes in person if you wish. We have plenty of space for social distancing. 
We also continue to hold services and some weekly meetings online. 
For more information, please visit our website: www.gracemi.org. 

Calendar of GMI Events 
January 16th, Healing Rooms will be open from 10:00 am to noon. 
Monday Evenings, 6:30 pm: Ladies Meeting Supernatural Power of a 
Transformed Mind (Zoom ID 308332646). 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am: Ladies Meeting Sally’s Hope Women’s 
Support Group. 
Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 pm: Everyone Welcome Dreams and 
Visions (Zoom ID 675105827). 
Thursday Evenings, 6:30 pm: Men’s Meeting Depths & Heights 
(Zoom ID 675105827). 
Sunday Morning: Children’s Church is back! 

 

With Our Deepest Sympathy 

Richard “Kelly” Myers, a resident of  
Brentwood for 20 years and most recently 
of Portsmouth, died on October 18, 2020. 
He was born on November 5, 1963 in 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH, son of Richard and 
Patricia Myers. He was a graduate of Kent 
State University and earned a master’s 
degree at University of New Hampshire.  

After establishing the UNH Survey Center in Durham, NH, Kelly went 
on to found his own market research company, RKM Research in 
Portsmouth, NH, a successful business for the rest of his career. Kelly 
was passionate about history and politics, and in his spare time he 
enjoyed carpentry, gardening and family adventures with his children. 
He was also a Cub Scout den leader for several years.  
Kelly loved being a father more than anything in his life and is 
survived by his children, Jacob and Dessa Myers, and their mother 
Karen Sevich Myers. In addition to his parents, he is also survived by 
his sister Kerry Lozito and her husband George, his brother James 
Michael Myers and his wife Lisa Kurtz-Myers, along with nephews 
Blake and Jay Myers. Kelly will be laid to rest in Ohio with a private 
family service.  

 
Psalm 31:23-24 

Love the Lord, all his faithful people!  

The Lord preserves those who are true to him,  
but the proud he pays back in full.  

Be strong and take heart,  
all you who hope in the Lord.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Do you have a news item you’d like included in the  

Brentwood Newsletter? A marriage, birth, graduation or anniversary?  
Is there an event of general interest you’d like to announce? 

Contact us at info@brentwoodnewsletter.org 

New Office Hours 

Effective immediately, the Town Offices at 1 Dalton Road will be 
closing daily between 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm. In an effort to maintain the 
safety of our residents and staff with concern to Covid-19, the Flu, 
and cold season, the offices will be cleaned in the morning before 
opening and the evening after closing, and now between 12:00 pm 
and 1:00 pm. We want to be able to stay open and stay safe. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

 
Town Treasurer 

The Town of Brentwood is seeking applications from qualified 
candidates to serve as the next Town Treasurer. The Town Treasurer is 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. This is a part time PAID position 
(8-10 hours per week) and attendance at Selectmen’s meetings is 
required. The Treasurer is responsible for overseeing and managing 
the receipts, disbursements, and reconciliation of the general fund and 
several concentration accounts, bond applications, and investments. 
Interested candidates, please email a letter of interest and resume to 
Jonathan Ellis at treasurer@brentwoodnh.gov. 

 
Brentwood Republicans will meet Wednesday, January 6th at 6:30 
pm. We will meet at 263 Route 125 (Grace Ministries) in Brentwood. 
Republicans, conservatives and like-minded Independents are invited 
to join us. Contact Lois DeYoung with any questions, 603-498-0002. 

 
Overheard at a gathering of Brentwood residents: “Where are the 
people who can tell us what’s going on with the school administration 
[SAU16] and why they want even more money now?” 
The Brentwood Newsletter would love to share this news.  

info@brentwoodnewsletter.org. 
 

Old Glory Waves Proudly 
Brentwood Recreation would like to 
acknowledge and give thanks to Girl 
Scout Troop 51211.  
With a lot of patience, fundraising, and 
hard work, the girls were able to donate 
and install a beautiful new flagpole by the 
playground at the Brentwood Community 
Center!  
Please drop by and take a look at the 
contribution Girl Scout Troop 51211 has  
made to the Brentwood community.

Having completed all required coursework and successfully defending 
her thesis Caitlyn Meditz was awarded a Master of Science degree in 
Physics by the University of New Hampshire on August 25, 2020. She 
received her BS in Physics from UNH in 2016. Caitlyn grew up on 
Northrup Drive in Brentwood and attended Swasey Central School, 
Cooperative Middle School and is a graduate of Exeter High School. 
Recently married to Nicholas Laves of Bedford, NH, the couple have 
relocated to the Denver, Colorado area to pursue employment 
opportunities. Congratulations and best of luck to Caitlyn and Nick as 
they begin their new life together! 

 
Robert Joel Stephens, a sophomore 
majoring in chemical engineering, 
was named a Presidential Scholar 
for the fall 2020 semester at Clarkson 
University. 
He has been honored as a Presi-
dential Scholar three consecutive 
semesters in Chemical Engineering! 
He also aced organic chemistry. 
With 175 students starting, 134  
finishing, he scored 99 on the final, 
ranking 2nd on the final and 4th 
overall in the class for the semester. 
His parents love him very much! 

 
Black Belts of Brentwood 

Wayne Gove, Cheryl Hess, Colby Hess, Seth Wolfe, and Allen Perkins 
all achieved their Black Belt degrees. Allen has moved up to 2nd degree. 
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FILING DATES FOR TOWN & SCHOOL OFFICES 
The Town and School District governing bodies need citizens who are willing to file for and serve in various positions. Those who intend to 
file for office, or are thinking about it, need to know that the 10-day filing period begins on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 and ends on 
Friday, January 29, 2021 at 5:00 pm.

To file for Town Office: Candidates must file with the Town Clerk, 
Daphne Woss, during regular office hours.  

The following positions are open: 

Board of Selectmen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 for 3 years 

Town Clerk / Tax Collector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 for 3 years 

Cemetery Trustees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 for 3 years 

Library Trustees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 for 3 years 

Municipal Budget Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1 for 1 year 
Municipal Budget Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 for 3 years 

Trustee of the Trust Funds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 for 3 years 

Planning Board  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 for 3 years 

Moderator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 for 2 years 

Supervisors of the Checklist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 for 6 years 

Note: Open positions do not imply that the incumbents are leaving; it 
simply means their terms are up and they must stand for re-election.

To File for School Office: Candidates must file during the same ten 
day period. Brentwood School District Officers may file with School 
Clerk Phyllis Thompson; filing may be done at the town clerk office 
during regular office hours. 

Brentwood School District Officers: 
School Board  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for 3 years 

Moderator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years 

School Clerk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years 

Treasurer:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years 

Filings for Cooperative School District positions are accepted at SAU 
16. Offices are located at 30 Linden Street, Exeter, Door C.  

Exeter Region Cooperative School District Officers: 
All towns may vote for these candidates. 

Exeter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 for 3 years 

Newfields  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years 

Stratham:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years 

Moderator:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 1 year 

Budget Advisory Comittee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 for 3 years

Annual Business Meetings 
Everyone is invited and urged to attend 

Public Hearing for Cooperative School Dist. Budget  . . . . . . . Tuesday, January 5, 6:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Via Zoom 
Cooperative School Dist. Deliberative Session  . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday, February 4, 7:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exeter High School (tentative) 
 
Public Hearing for Brentwood Town & School Budgets  . . . . . February 8, 7:00 pm (snow date Feb. 9) . . . . . . . . Brentwood Town Office Building 
Brentwood School District Meeting (tentative)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday, March 5, 6:30 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Swasey Central School  
 
Brentwood Town Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 am - 7:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . Brentwood Recreation Center 
Brentwood Town Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saturday, March 13, 9:00 am  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Swasey Central School 

To Submit Warrant Articles: 
An article may be submitted by petition with the signatures of at least 25 registered voters.  

The last filing date for Warrant Articles is Tuesday, February 2, 2021, 4:00 pm.



Brentwood Fire Department 

The Brentwood Fire Department would like to thank everyone who 
helped out with the toy / gift drive for local residents.  
Your generosity is truly appreciated. Many people participated, many 
were very generous with thier gifts and found creative ways to secure 
truly unique wishes! 

 
Carbon Monoxide Safety 

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, orderless, 
colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural 
gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the home, 
heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources of 
carbon monoxide. Vehicles or generators running in an attached 
garage can also produce dangerous levels of carbon monoxide. 

Safety Tips 
• CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside each  

sleeping area and on every level of the home and in other locations  
where required by applicable laws, codes or standards.  

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for placement / mounting height. 
• Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to find  

out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds. 
• Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according to  

the manufacturer’s instructions. 
• If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. If the  

battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire department. 
• If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air location  

outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure everyone  
inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from a fresh air  
location and stay there until emergency personnel. 

• If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately  
after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other fueled engine or motor  
indoors, even if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust  
pipe of a running vehicle is not covered with snow. 

• During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer,  
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up. 

• A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location outdoors  
away from windows, doors and vent openings. 

• Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside. 

Symptoms of CO poisoning 
CO enters the body through breathing. CO poisoning can be 
confused with flu symptoms, food poisoning and other illnesses. 
Some symptoms include shortness of breath, nausea, dizziness, 
light headedness or headaches. High levels of CO can be fatal, 
causing death within minutes. 
You can learn more by going to the website of National Fire Protection 
Association, nfpa.org.

Brentwood Police Department 

Our newly updated website can be found by going to: 
brentwoodnhpolicedepartment.com 

You can also access our Facebook page from this website by clicking 
the FB icon in the upper right corner of the webpage. 

 
On Saturday, December 19, 2020, the Brentwood Police Department 
participated in a very special event called Wreaths Across America. This 
event was organized by Brentwood’s very own Joyce Keegal, the super-
intendent of the Tonry Cemetery. Wreaths Across America came to 
Brentwood in 2017 thanks to the efforts of the Brentwood members of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution Junior American Citizens Club. 
This Club teaches America’s school children the principles of a democratic 
government, promotes good citizenship, and an appreciation of American 
heritage and history. Also assisting with Saturday’s event, were the Girl 
Scouts of Brentwood Troop #51211, the Seacoast School of Technology, 
several military service veterans, and several Brentwood residents. 
Each December, on National Wreaths Across America Day, the mission 
to Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-
laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more 
than 2,100 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad. 
These wreaths commemorate fallen heroes who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country and communities. 

Officer Chris Spitalere, Lauren Arkell, Kim Arkell, Heather Arkell, Chief Arcieri, and 
Officer Josh Turner. 

On May 12, 2014, Brentwood Police Officer Stephen Arkell made the 
ultimate sacrifice when he was shot and killed responding to a domestic 
disturbance. Born and raised in Brentwood, Officer Arkell epitomized 
the definition of community policing and he will never be forgotten. 

 
On December 23rd, three currently unidentified individuals were 
observed opening vehicle doors in the driveways of four residents in 
our town. One vehicle was stolen. The involved roads were Deer Hill, 
Middle, and Wilson. These crimes occurred at approximately 3:30 to 
4:30 am. Only vehicles with unlocked doors were entered. Please take 
your keys and lock your vehicles at night. 
If you heard or saw something, please call the Brentwood Police at 
603-642-8817. One resident was able to take a video of these suspects, 
which can be seen on our FB page. If you recognize them please 
contact us. Thank you for any assistance you can provide.
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Brentwood Historical Society 

In November, the Brentwood Historical Society held its election of 
officers and directors via mail in lieu of an in-person annual meeting. 
The officers for 2021 are:  

President – Dexter Swasey 
Vice President – Linda Rousseau 

Treasurer – Frank Northrup 
Curator – Rebecca Davis 

Research Correspondent – Albert Belanger 
Directors are: Suzanne Austin, Dick Chamberlain, Rebecca Dunham, 
Karen Ellis, Bob Gilbert, Dawn Higley, and Phyllis Thompson.  

There are many interesting projects planned for the new year: an 
exhibit featuring 275 years-plus of education in Brentwood and 
recognizing Swasey Central School’s 70th anniversary, public open 
hours, the return of our very popular bake sales (we hope!), and 
continuing genealogical research. 

A Word of Thanks 
First, is the recognition of our past president of the Historical Society, 
Rebecca Dunham, for her leadership, guidance and devotion to the 
organization, board members and community. The Historical Society, 
through her efforts, has grown in quality and stature, and for that we 
are most grateful.  
Like everyone, we’re coping and adapting to the times to provide our 
historical role to our members and the community. The initial Zoom 
program “Quack or Fact: Exploring Quacky Colonial Cures” was humorous 
and potent in regards to olden cures. Dried toads were a staple remedy 
along with a pinch of wood ash, morning dew and cobwebs for ailments 
from headaches to gout!  No generic substitutes, as a bag of year old 
hair from a mole will only suffice to cure that persistent cough! 

At the Society, we replaced our “antiquated” computer and printer with 
a dependable system for ongoing accessioning efforts. This involves 
creating a digital record of every object in the Society’s collection, 
which initially started in 1966 with an 1871 tax warrant. Thanks to Nick 
Wrighton for his guidance in the selection of the system and for setting 
it up. Also, thanks to Karen Ellis, registrar, for the hours of meticulous 
identification, matching and accessioning of hundreds of museum 
objects, with hundreds more to be completed. 
We at the Historical Society look forward to another great year of 
providing a look at the wonderful history of Brentwood.   

And here’s a question for you to ponder: 
What is on the second floor of the Brentwood Museum? 

Dexter Swasey, President, Brentwood Historical Society 

Rebecca Dunham, out-going BHS President, welcomes new Brentwood Historical 
Society President Dexter Swasey. 

Of the many improvements Rebecca has spearheaded during her term 
was helping to bring the BHS into the 21st century in technology. She 
oversaw the transition of finances to Quickbooks, as well as applying 
for and receiving a grant to purchase Past Perfect, a software package 
to digitize the cataloging of the entire museum collection. 
She was an important part of the committees that updated the BHS 
by-laws and accession policies, she was instrumental on the Programs 
Committee in bringing together volunteers to produce great programs 
such as Inns & Taverns, 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing, Linda 
Rousseau’s Musical Presentation (gowns and all), Toys of the Past, 
and Graveyard Girls, among others. 
Among her other accomplishments we may include collaboration on 
the AHSNH award-winning 275th Brentwood history book and supplement, 
working with the selectmen to accomplish much need building upgrades 
and repairs like the front porch, and making the connections to acquire 
funding for a new stairlift. Finally, under her guidance, the Brentwood 
Historical Society officially became a 501(c)3 charitable organization.
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You are cordially invited to virtual coffee  
with Chief Arcieri 

Saturday, January 23, 2021 at 9:30 am 
Chief Arcieri will be discussing Brentwood Police 
initiatives for 2021 and listening to your concerns. 
Go to Brentwood, NH Police Department’s Facebook 
page for the zoom conference link.  
Meeting ID: 523 750 2517   Passcode: G1GAf2 



 Brentwood Municipal Budget Committee 

The budget process in Brentwood begins with each department 
presenting their budget to the Selectmen. Once approved by them, the 
budgets are then brought to the Budget Committee for approval. The 
same process occurs for other warrant articles which have a financial 
impact on the taxpayers.   
In many towns, budget committees are advisory only. Brentwood is 
unique in that our Budget Committee ultimately decides on the budgetary 
items that are presented to the voters at Town Meeting.  
The public is welcome at all of our meetings. We currently have meetings 
scheduled for every Monday in January, although this is subject to 
change. Our meetings are held in the Town Office at 7:00 pm. Updates 
can be found on the budget committee section of the town website: 
brentwoodnh.gov/towncloud/staff/Budget-Committee-2 
Our Public Hearing is scheduled for February 8th (snow date 
February 9). At this hearing, the Committee will present the final 
budget that will go before voters at Town Meeting in March. Residents 
will be given the opportunity to ask questions at the public hearing. 
Feedback is welcomed throughout the process. 
Keith Levitsky, Chair; Michelle Siudut, Secretary 

 

The Brentwood Food Pantry 

The year 2020 was certainly different than past years, especially 
after COVID-19 hit. The Food Pantry at Pilgrim Church became 
more active with people needing to frequent the supplies more 
often. We also saw some new faces and families who found them-
selves in need during this time. 
It could have been devastating, but the response from the Brentwood 
community kept the shelves filled. The Pantry received fresh 
vegetables from Pilgrim Church’s Community Garden during the 
summer, and Three Rivers Farmers Alliance continues to assist 
with fresh seasonal vegetables. Periodically St. Vincent dePaul 
donates frozen meats, and frozen venison was offered by the 
Sportsmen of Brentwood. Grace Ministries brought food donations 
several times this year, and helped filling the Thanksgiving boxes. 
Also, we received nonperishable food from the Scouting for Food 
that took place in November. People have helped in so many ways, 
a bake sale by two young girls, and a quilt auctioned off with 
proceeds to the Brentwood Food Pantry. There are innumerable 
others who donated food and money. We are most grateful to all!  
We are aware the need will continue, as it will take time for life to 
become stable. If you wish to donate to the Food Pantry, there is 
a bin outside the main doors to Pilgrim UCC for food items. In 
particular, all kinds of health items are needed. A financial 
donation can be made by writing a check out to Pilgrim UCC 
with “Food Pantry” in the memo section. 
It is an honor and very humbling to be able to assist so many in our 
area. Thank you for all you do to make life easier for those in need. 
Linda McLeod, Food Pantry Coordinator

Sportsmen Give Back to Needy Families 

Local sportsmen have made it their mission to help the needy in the 
New Hampshire Seacoast. For the second year in a row Ward Byrne, 
local lobsterman, avid sportsman and vice president of the Sportsmen 
of Brentwood, has donated more than 100 pounds of venison to two 
great charities in the name of the Sportsmen of Brentwood (SOB). The 
grateful charities include the Gather Food Pantry (gathernh.org) in 
Portsmouth, which serves hundreds of needy families in the Seacoast 
area, and the Pilgrim Church Food Pantry (pilgrimucc-nh.org) in 
Brentwood, which serves needy families of Brentwood and vicinity. 
Bob Stephens and Bill Brown, officers of the Sportsmen of Brentwood, 
assisted Byrne in the delivery. 
Hunters are among the most prolific suppliers of meat to food pantries 
across America. It is estimated that hunters donate around 3 million 
pounds of game meat annually, providing more than 10 million meals 
to the needy. This fills an important need, as many food pantries 
struggle to supply healthy protein sources. 
Bob Stephens, President of the Sportsmen of Brentwood said, “The 
Sportsmen of Brentwood are blessed to live in New Hampshire, with it’s 
strong sportsmen’s heritage and adherence to the North American 
hunting model, and thus to have the opportunity to harvest whitetail deer, 
one of the healthiest sources of lean protein and we are honored to help.” 
For more information about the Sportsmen of Brentwood email us at 
pres.sobnh@gmail.com  

 
HO, HO, HO! 

Thank you to Santa and ALL his helpers 
for bringing comfort and joy throughout 
Brentwood.  
The Brentwood Fire Department is 
happy to assist Santa each year. We 
hope you had a chance to catch a 
glimpse of the jolly old soul. 
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We suspect Santa’s reindeer have a secret training base somewhere right 
here in Brentwood. Telltale signs were confirmed just before Christmas!
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Opinion [uh-pin-yuhn]  
noun – a personal view, attitude, or appraisal

Letters to the Community

With Our Gratitude 
It’s sometimes surprising, shocking even, when you sit back and think 
about the years that have flown by. If we are fortunate, we remember 
more good times than difficult. When we pause long enough and pry a 
few loose memories from our gray matter, we fondly recall faces and 
places and smells and emotions. Occasionally, we will ponder the 
difficult times, recalling the embrace of a departed loved one, the wet 
kisses of long-gone dogs, cats, even parrots. We sit in sentimental 
abstraction for those brief moments recalling the heartbeats of our lives.  
We all have great moments in our lives that we look back on and 
cherish: wild and free youth, concerts and college friends, first jobs, 
first cars, first loves, first babies, ahh, the sweetest moments! 
While 2020 has been cast now to the disposition of our recollections, 
may you dwell on the good memories, then process, package, and 
neatly stow the difficulties we have all passed through for future 
retrospection. Now is the time for us to look forward to a new year, a 
clean slate. With good thoughts and righteous action, we will rise 
above  our current difficulties and bring into being a better 2021! 
Much health and great joys are wished for you and your families from 
the Brentwood Newsletter Team! 

 
A Quiet Farewell 

As the Brentwood Newsletter begins its 45th year of publishing Brentwood 
news, we pause for a moment to say thank you and farewell to two 
individuals who have done so much for so long with little recognition. 
From the beginning, Marion Arkell has been involved with the formation 
and production of the Brentwood Newsletter. Since 1978, Marion has 
served as our Treasurer and more recently as a Board Member. Her 
frequent comments and advice are much appreciated, her infrequent 
criticism taken to heart and acted on immediately. I thank her for her 
guidance, long-view wisdom, and frugality! 
Beginning in 2021, the Brentwood Newsletter Team welcomes Tracy 
Descoteaux as our new Treasurer. Her knowledge and accounting 
skills will be essential in managing our skin-tight budget. 
I would also like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to Jim Clark, who has 
retired from service to the Brentwood Newsletter after more than 
twenty years. His meticulous attention to detail and ability to manhandle 
our mailing list for so long does not go unappreciated now that I have 
to do it myself! He is already missed. 

Help Wanted 
The Brentwood Newsletter is seeking an individual who would be 
interested in taking charge of the BNL distribution tasks. The job 
entails: maintaining a current mailing list, creating monthly mailing 
labels (knowledge of MS Word Mail Merge function is key here), 
preparing monthly post office mail forms, and coordinating with other 
distribution volunteers. This job takes me about 3 hours a month, I’m 
sure it can be done in much less time if you are efficient. 
Please send an email of interest to info@brentwoodnewsletter.org. 

To all of our many volunteers now and over the decades, I say Thank 
You. Your spirit of giving to this community humbles me. The Brentwood 
Newsletter is driven entirely by volunteer labor and pride of ownership. 
I have never lived anywhere among such generous, friendly people.  
Robin Wrighton, Editor, Brentwood Newsletter 

 

News From the State House 
Happy New Year. I hope you and yours had a joyous holiday season. I 
have been working on many different bills that I will be proposing this 
term, but I wanted to share a little about some legislation that I am not 
spearheading. I have tried to change how it was proposed and would 
work if passed. 
The Electoral College is a system that recognizes that our country is a 
big place and people in different areas of our country have different 
experiences and different issues which are important to them. The idea 
that the President should be chosen by reaching out to and addressing 
the issues of different areas of the country, instead of just using the 
population-dense areas to overpower the local and regional concerns 
of the less populated areas of the country, is an incredibly good system. 
There are a lot of people who are unhappy with the results of the 
election and have concerns about our current election process. Some 
want to end the electoral college and replace it with a popular vote, 
while others want to split up how electors are chosen. Some of these 
changes are based in an effort toward direct democracy and others 
have goals to carve off areas of the state where they believe election 
fraud happens to secure one area they believe it is possible to reduce 
or eliminate errors and fraud within elections.  
However, in addition to making sure candidates address issues from 
different areas and populations the electoral college also acts as a 
security system. If there are errors, fraud, or other efforts to game 
elections in one state, they only affect that one state’s results. It is hard 
(if not impossible) to know ahead of time which areas will be close 
enough that any efforts to manipulate the results will change the 
results in that state, let alone the whole country which helps thwart the 
manipulation of our elections. However, it has become clear that 
people would like even more security of elections within the states. 
Often the local elections are seen as fair and handled well, but it is all 
the other elections that cannot be trusted. Some of those concerns 
include border towns where people are supposedly bussed in from 
neighboring areas; or college towns where people argue about whether 
a student attending school for a single semester should have the 
ability to vote locally; or vacation areas in which a home that is 
occupied just a few days a year becomes a valid place to cast a vote. 
What I have proposed to some of the people trying to come up with a 
plan to counteract perceived manipulation by what they see as stacking 
the deck is to copy those same protections to the state level of 
requiring widespread support and the difficulty of manipulating many 
(potentially unknown) battleground areas.  

continued on page 11



Friends of the Mary E. 
Bartlett Library 

2020 is finally over, while it was a 
strange and difficult year, the Friends 
of the MEB Library made the best of 
it and were able to present some 
great events to the town community. 
The Halloween Scarecrow event was 
a huge success and so was the 
Letters to Santa event. We received 
almost 50 letters from Brentwood 
children who were writing to Santa. 
Despite the social distancing rules, 
we were able to bring Holiday Spirit 
to our Community. 
Up next is the Annual Appeal, which 
was kicked-off by a successful Giving 
Tuesday. Mailers have gone out to 
the Brentwood community and we 
hope many people will consider a 
donation to support our Library. The 
information is also available on 
our Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/FriendsofMEBLibrary. 
In order for us to support as many 
library programs as possible, we 
depend on donations. Online 
donations can be made from the 
Friends tab on the library’s website: 
brentwoodlibrary.org/friends. 
While you’re there, click the 
AmazonSmile button (or go directly 
to www.Smile.amazon.com) and 
select “Friends of the Mary E. Bartlett 
Memorial Library” as your charity. A 
small portion of your purchases goes 
directly to the Friends!  
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
January 11 at 7:00 pm. Information 
on how to join will be posted on our 
Facebook page the week before 
the meeting.   
We are still seaching for two Members 
at Large and one Board Member. If 
you are interested in serving your 
community, please contact Laura at 
lhajjar@friendsofmeblibrary.org.  
Sarah Palmer, Secretary for The Friends 
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News from the State House                                  Continued from page 9 

This could be done by dividing the state up into districts and whomever 
wins the most districts wins the state. The more districts the harder it is 
to game the election, but increases complexity (perhaps, unnecessarily) 
if some or many of the districts have the same or very similar political 
concerns. For example, the seacoast may have issues like nuclear 
power stations, offshore wind farms, and trade via the ocean as major 
issues while the people in the north might be more concerned about 
border patrols on their highways and trade with Canada, while 
Manchester/Nashua might be focused on mass transit to and from 
Boston and homelessness and affordable housing. 
It seems like the proposal may end up using the five Executive Council 
districts as the “NH Electoral College” and whoever wins the popular 
vote in the most districts would be the winner of all our electoral votes. If 
that was to pass, it might make presidential stops all the way up in the 
north country a thing as they try to convince people all over the state to 
support them and make the system even harder to manipulate for those 
who have lost some confidence in our elections in recent years. 
Hon Rep Josh Yokela 
Representing Brentwood, Danville and Fremont 

 

Salvaging Trees to Save the Forest            Continued from the front page 

Fortunately, a highly skilled, family-owned company with over 40 years 
of logging experience was working on a nearby parcel of conservation 
land.  Although a small timber sale from industry standards, the 
company agreed to complete the harvest for the county. I filed a 

“Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber” with the Board of Selectmen. 
In addition, because we needed to clear trees along the road, I 
obtained a “Basal Area Variance” from the NH Division of Forests and 
Lands. Due to the forest health concerns, the variance allowed the 
county to exceed the cut typically allowed along public roads. The 
logging crew arrived during the last week of October. Although delayed 
due to rain, they finished up the cut about 10 days later. Logs were 
sold to a mill to be sawn into lumber and the tops of the trees were 
chipped to make wood pellets for home heating or electricity at a 
biomass plant. From my perspective the harvest was perfectly timed. 
In addition to the dry ground conditions, 2020 was an outstanding year 
for white pine cones. Although sometimes a nuisance for many home-
owners, lots of pine cones means lots of pine seeds. The skidding, or 
dragging, of the harvested trees created an ideal seed bed for the 
germination of pine seedlings. With a little luck, hundreds of pine 
seedlings will be growing in the cleared area within a year or two. 
I have always enjoyed working with red pine plantations. Planted 
neatly in rows they have a symmetry not found in “natural” forests. 
That said, plantations often lack many of the structural characteristics 
important to many of our native wildlife species. Over time, I would 
have worked to convert this plantation into a more diverse stand 
through a series of light timber harvests. But, due to RPS, the 
conversion happened all at once. Some folks in town might look at this 
harvest as an ending. Ecologists, on the other hand, likely look at the 
harvest as the beginning of a new stand of trees.  

A great example of sound forest management can be seen on the 
town’s Split Rock Conservation Area on South Road. In 2017, the 
Conservation Commission, working with a NH licensed forester and 
professional logger, completed an improvement harvest on the property. 
High-quality trees were thinned (go check out the great sugar maple 
stand), a small clearing was made for wildlife habitat, and a no-harvest 
buffer was left along the Little River and its associated wetlands. The 
result was a highly diverse, healthy property for wildlife. If you are 
considering managing your own woodland property in town, feel free 
to email me at greg.jordan@unh.edu or call 679-5616 and leave a 
message. I will be happy to walk your land with you, free of charge, 
and discuss your options for forest and wildlife management. 
Greg Jordan, Rockingham County Forester, UNH Cooperative Extension 

 

Brentwood Recreation News 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

603-642-6400 ext. 120 • recreation@brentwoodnh.gov 
www.brentwoodnh.gov/recreation 

BRENTWOOD PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
Senior Luncheons: Luncheons are cancelled until further notice. 
Senior Yoga: Virtual senior yoga classes have resumed on Tuesdays, 
10:00 am. Visit the Rec office for a virtual cheat sheet and further info.  
Ice Rink: We will build an ice rink for the community again this winter. 
If you would like to join our subcommittee, please contact the Rec office. 
Learn-to-Skate: Starting in January, Brentwood Recreation will be 
offering a learn-to-skate program. Learn to skate is open to all ages 
and will primarily take place on Saturday mornings starting in January. 
For more information and to get all the latest updates, please visit the 
Brentwood Recreation office, website, or Facebook page. 
Day Counselors Needed: Brentwood Recreation is looking for two to 
three counselors for a potential remote center/day camp at the 
Brentwood Community Center. Counselors must be available to work 
during the day from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. We are looking for people with 
enthusiasm, honesty, the ability to work with a team, and are dependable. 
Counselors will also be required to follow and enforce Covid-19 
protocols, to have or obtain a CPR and First aid certification upon hire, 
to have basic knowledge of Microsoft software and laptop technology. 
If interested, please email resume and cover letter to  Andrew Gray at 
recreation@brentwoodnh.gov or mail to 1 Dalton Road, Brentwood NH 
03833. Any questions about the position please call 603-642-6400 
ext.120. 
Brentwood Summer Camp: Resident registration for Brentwood 
Recreation Summer Camp will open in February 2021. More information, 
details, and structure of camp will be announced shortly. 
Playground: The playground is open to the public, use at your own risk. 
Please follow Brentwood Recreation on Facebook to get news 
and alerts when program and event registration opens. Future 
spring programs to be announced soon!
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Brentwood Meeting Dates 
Be sure to check the individual organization articles inside for many more activites and dates! 

Jan 5       Public Hearing for Cooperative School Dist. Budget, 6:00 pm (Zoom info: contact dryan@sau16.org, 603-775-8654. 
Jan 5       Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm.  
Jan 6       Brentwood Republican Meeting, 263 Route 125, 6:30 pm. 
Jan 7       Planning Board Meeting, 7:00 pm via remote access. See town website/PB agenda for login details. 
Jan 7       Cemetery Trustees Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 5:00 pm. 
Jan 11     Budget Committee Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 7:00 pm. 
Jan 11     Friends of the Library Meeting: 7:00 pm (Zoom.us/j/99551184294). 
Jan 12     Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Jan 13     Conservation Commission Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:30 pm. 
Jan 15     Deadline for submissions to the Brentwood Newsletter. 
Jan 18     Budget Committee Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 7:00 pm. 
Jan 18     Town Offices closed for MLK Day. 
Jan 19     Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Jan 20     10-day Filing Period for Town & School Offices Opens, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road. 
Jan 21     Planning Board Meeting, 7:00 pm via remote access. See town website/PB agenda for login details. 
Jan 22     Blood Drive at First Baptist Church, 201 North Road, 10:00 am to 2:30 pm. 
Jan 23     Virtual Coffee with the Chief, Zoom (Meeting ID: 523 750 2517 - Passcode: G1GAf2) 
Jan 25     Budget Committee Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 7:00 pm. 
Jan 26     Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Jan 26     Recreation Commission Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:30 pm. 
Jan 29     Filing Period for Town & School Offices Closes, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 5:00 pm. 

Feb 2       Last Day to File Warrant Articles, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 4:00 pm. 
Feb 4       Cooperative School Dist. Deliberative Session, Exeter High School (tentative), 7:00 pm. 
Feb 8       Public Hearing for Brentwood Town & School Budgets, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 7:00 pm.


