
The day starts early at Hidden Pond Farm in Brentwood. Horses need
to be fed and turned out, stalls need to be cleaned, water buckets filled,
hay put out in the paddocks. Rain, shine, sleet, or snow, the horses’
needs always come first. 
Half of the horses at the farm are rescues, saved from slaughter* and
supported by Hidden Pond Farm Equine Rescue, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization founded by farm owner Phyllis Elliott. Every day, a
small, committed group of volunteers shows up to help with chores,
repairs, and tending to the rescue horses. The goal is to rehabilitate
the horses to get them ready to be
adopted into good forever homes.
Since the Rescue started in 2014,
over 100 horses, donkeys, mules,
and minis have been rescued,
rehabbed, and rehomed. 
When rescued horses arrive at the
farm, they’re usually quite skinny
(some are severely underweight),
their feet are in bad shape, and
their teeth need attention. 
But often the biggest problem is
their mental state: the horses are
nervous, fearful, and many don’t
trust people. This is where volun-
teers can be a big help. 
Mary Burnett shows up at least 5 days a week to help out. She
fixes fences, empties water buckets, and keeps the tractor
running. Earlier this year, Mary adopted a pair of older horses
that she helped nurse back to health at the Rescue. These
days you can find her spending time with Pearl and Angel –
Pearl is a rescued mustang mare who came to the Rescue
with a great distrust of humans, and Angel is her rambunctious
6-month old filly, born at the farm shortly after Pearl arrived.
Mary’s daily presence, calm demeanor, and gentle approach
has helped Pearl become far more trusting, which will help
Pearl find a good permanent home. 

* Every year, over 150,000 U.S. horses are shipped to Canada, Mexico,
and Asia to be slaughtered for human consumption. Most are healthy and
under 15 years old; many are much younger.

Dineen Corey is another volunteer who spends a lot of time at the farm.
Asked why she gives so much of her time to the Rescue, she says, “I
love seeing the transformation these horses go through. Watching
them learn to trust again, and seeing the expressions on their faces
when they do – or hearing them nicker when they see you coming – is
an amazing feeling.” Like Mary, Dineen also adopted one of the rescue
horses, a beautiful gelding named Franklin who lives at the farm. 
Mary and Dineen are just two of the volunteers at the Rescue. There
are many other helpers who do all sorts of things for the rescue, from

cleaning stalls and working with horses to fundraising,
copywriting, and more. The Rescue is always looking
for people to help with chores and to spend time with
the horses. If you’re interested in volunteering or you’d
just like to visit the farm and meet the horses, please
contact Phyllis Elliott at 603-568-6654 or email her at
hiddenpondqhs@yahoo.com. No previous equine
experience is necessary!
~ Edie Freedman

You can learn more about the Rescue at:
HiddenPondEquineRescue.com
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HIDDEN POND A HIDDEN GEM

Hidden Pond Equine Rescue
volunteers Mary Burnett,
Bella Griffith, Phyllis Elliott
(founder), and Dineen Corey. 

Hidden Pond Equine Rescue founder Phyllis Elliott says hello to Maggie, a filly born
at the farm after her mother was rescued.



2 |  Brentwood Newsletter January 2019

Recycling Pickup Dates

January 8 & 9          January 22 & 23
Waste Tonnage Figures                         Oct                                 Nov
Tons, mixed solid waste                           110.77                             149.79
Tons, recycled goods                                24.76 (18%)                    46.35 (23.6%)

The Selectmen meet every Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm. The public is always welcome.
If you would like to be added to the official agenda, please contact Karen Clement by the
Monday before a meeting. All Brentwood residents are welcome to speak to the Board with
their business.
In the new year, “Tell a Selectman” office hours will be every other Wednesday from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm, beginning on January 9th, in the Town Offices. Stop by and say hello.

January 9 & 23          February 6 & 20
Trash Collection will be delayed one day due to New Year’s Day. If your normal collection day
is Tuesday, your trash and recycling will be collected on Wednesday. If your normal collection
day is Wednesday, your trash and recycling will be collected on Thursday. Please be sure all
items (8x 35 gallon bag maximum) are curbside on your respective day by 6:30 am. 
Karen Clement, Town Administrator

Town Clerk Notes

• The Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s office will be closed Tuesday, January 1st for New 
Years Day and Monday, January 21st for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

• We accept CASH, CHECK (made out to the Town of Brentwood), or CREDIT CARDS 
for all payments at the town office! **PLEASE NOTE** A debit card is processed as a 
credit card only if the card has a MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or AMEX logo present. 
There are additional convenience fees to cover the cost of the credit card fees (2.79% 
with a $1.50 minimum). These fees go directly to our third party processor and are not 
retained by the Town. Convenience fees cannot be refunded.

• When transferring your plates, please bring in your old registration to return to the state. 
A copy will cost $17.50.

• We are able to register BOATS, OHRV, and provide HUNTING/FISHING licenses.
• Please be sure to get your dogs registered. This is state law (RSA 466:1 Procuring 

License; Tag). You can obtain a copy of this law at the Town Clerk’s Office.
****** Dog license fees will increase $1.00 for 2019 *******

$10.00 for an unneutered/unspayed dog        $7.50 for a neutered/spayed dog 
$7.50 for a puppy (up to 7 months old)           $3.00 on the first dog for a senior resident.
Dog licenses will be available starting January 1, 2019 and must be filed by April 30, 
2019 to avoid fines.

• Did you know that you can pay for your vehicle, trailer, or dog registrations online? You 
can even pay your property taxes online! Visit brentwoodnh.gov and select the Town 
Clerk/Tax Collector tab.

Daphne Woss, Brentwood Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Thank You to the November Newsletter Crew

Thank You to all of the volunteers who came to help with the October edition: Ann, Anne Marie,
Carole, David, Doug, Jonathan, Joe, Joyce, Ken, Laurel, Michelle, Olivia, Robin, and Tracy. 
If you would like to join the Newsletter crew on a folding night, send us an email and you’ll
be notified of the next folding party: brentwoodnews2018@gmail.com.

Town of Brentwood
www.brentwoodnh.gov

TOWN CLERK and TAX COLLECTOR 
Phone: 642-6400 ext 113/114 

Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Tuesday 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 4 pm

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Phone: 642-6400 ext 110 Fax: 642-6310

Monday–Thursday 8 am - 4 pm

PLANNING BOARD
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Phone: 642-6400 ext 116
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Planning Board meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 7 pm

BRENTWOOD POLICE
Emergency: 911

Non-emergency: 642-8817

BRENTWOOD FIRE
Emergency: 911

Non-emergency: 642-8132

MARY E. BARTLETT LIBRARY
Phone: 642-3355 

E-mail: bartlettlibrary@comcast.net
www.brentwoodlibrary.org

Monday 2-7 pm
Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm 

Wednesday & Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Friday 9 am - 1 pm

Saturday 9 am - 3 pm
Story Hours: Tues. & Wed. 10:30 am

1st and 3rd Tuesdays 2 pm

SWASEY CENTRAL SCHOOL
Phone: 642-3487

Swasey on the Web: scs.sau16.org
SAU 16 on the Web: www.sau16.org

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Submissions for the following month must be 

received by the 15th. Send your news to
Email: brentwoodnews2018@gmail.com

Mail: 102 Middle Road, Brentwood, NH 03833

BrentwoodN e w s l e t t e r



FILING DATES FOR TOWN & SCHOOL OFFICES

The Town and School District governing bodies need citizens who are willing to file for and serve in various positions. Those who intend to file for
office, or are thinking about it, need to know that the 10-day filing period begins on Wednesday, January 23, 2019 and ends on Friday, February 1,
2019 at 5:00 pm.
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To file for Town Office: Candidates must file with Town Clerk Daphne
Woss during her regular office hours. 

The following positions are open:

Board of Selectmen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Cemetery Trustees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Library Trustees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Municipal Budget Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for 3 years

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 1 year

Planning Board  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for 3 years

Trustee of the Trust Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Note: Open positions do not imply that the incumbents are
leaving; it simply means their terms are up, and they must
stand for re-election.

To File for School Office: Candidates must file during the same ten
day period. Brentwood School District Officers may file with School
Clerk Phyllis Thompson; filing may be done at the town clerk office
during regular office hours.

Brentwood School District Officers:
School Board  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Filings for Cooperative School District positions are accepted at SAU
16, 30 Linden Street, Exeter, Door C. 

Cooperative School District Officers:
All towns may vote for these candidates.
School Board

Exeter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years
Exeter Region Coop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 for 3 years
Kensington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 3 years

Moderator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 for 1 year

Budget Advisory Comittee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 for 3 years

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETINGS
Everyone is invited and urged to attend

Public Hearing for Cooperative School Bond Issue  . . . . . . . . Tuesday, January 8, 6:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exeter High School
                                                                                                Snow date Jan. 15

Public Hearing for Cooperative School Budget  . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, January 8, 6:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exeter High School
                                                                                                Snow date Jan. 15

Cooperative School Deliberative Session  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday, February 7, 7:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exeter High School

Public Hearing for Brentwood Town & School Budgets  . . . . . Monday, February 11, 7:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brentwood Town Office Building

Brentwood School District Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday, March 15, 6:30 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Swasey Central School 

Brentwood Town Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday, March 12, 7:00 am - 7:00 pm  . . . . . . . . . . Brentwood Recreation Center

Brentwood Town Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday, March 16, 9:00 am  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Swasey Central School

To Submit Warrant Articles:

An article may be submitted by petition with the signatures of at least 25 registered voters. 
The last filing date for Warrant Articles is Tuesday, February 5, 2019.



BRENTWOOD CHURCH NEWS

First Baptist Church – Brentwood, 201 North Road

First Baptist Church provided 46 boxes for Operation Christmas Child,
a significant increase over the previous year. 
The boxes, filled with small toys, crayons, non-perishable food and
other items such as soap, toothbrushes and the like, are provided to
children world-wide through the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, a
Franklin Graham ministry.
If by chance you took a box, but didn’t return it by the deadline, you
can still fill it and return it to the Church for distribution next year. Just
be sure that whatever is inside will keep until then.
Children everywhere will be blessed by your generosity.

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Brentwood-Kingston, 
197 Middle Road (Route 111A)

January 7 – 6:00 pm at Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library. Peace
and Justice ministry team will screen Panama Deception. This film
is about the invasion of Panama in 1989, ostensibly to unseat Manuel
Noriega.  It explores the true reasons for the US invasion and big
media complicity in these activities. The film runs 91 minutes followed
by a discussion on its relevance to current military adventurism.
January 18 – 12:00 pm. The support group Living with Loss and Moving
Forward will meet at the Church.
January 20 – 8:00 am to 9:30 am. Community Breakfast.

Grace Ministries International, 263 Route 125

GRACE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONALis offering HEALING ROOMS
ministry on January 19, 2019 between the hours of 10:00 am - 12:00
noon. If you are in need of healing prayer, whether it is for physical,
spiritual or emotional needs, we are here to minister to you with love
and compassion. God is good and wants people to walk in health. 3
John 2 says “ Beloved. I wish above all things that you might prosper
and be in health, even as your soul prospers.”
Other dates in 2019 will be the third Saturday of each month, February
16 and March 16. For more information, go to www.gracemi.org.

Austin17House, 263 Route 125

January 10 – Free Movie Screening of Resilience.
In partnership with NAMINH, New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral
Health Collaborative, and Youth Move NH we are bringing to you the
documentary, Resilience. This powerful documentary discusses the
effects of adverse childhood experiences and how we can create a
national movement to prevent childhood traumas.
Free and open to the public, target audience parents and high school
students. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, movie starts at 7:00 pm. There will be a Q&A
session following the movie at 8:00 pm. 
Bring your dollars, concessions will be available!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do you have an important milestone you’d like included in the 
Brentwood Newsletter? A marriage, birth, university graduation or
milestone anniversary? Please send your announcements – and

photos – to brentwoodnews2018@gmail.com.

Polling Hours Change

Many residents have requested earlier start times for the elections.
Great news! New polling hours for Brentwood will be 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
for ALL elections.

Sit Down With Your Selectmen

A selectman will be available at the Town Offices every other
Wednesday from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. The dates for this month are
January 9th and 23rd.
This is a great opportunity to come share your ideas, comments, and
town vision with your Selectmen. Come find out what’s happening
in town.

Brentwood Cemetery Trustees

The Cemetery Trustees hold monthly meetings on the first Thursday
of each month at 5:00 pm in the Sanborn Room at the Town Office.
If you are interested in purchasing a cemetery lot, please contact
Phyllis Thompson at 642-8896.

Brentwood Democratic Committee

The Brentwood Democratic Committee will meet January 7th at 33
Peabody Drive, 6:30 pm.

Wreaths Across America

Wreaths Across America is not an “Individuals” event, but rather a
“Community” event. On behalf of the Brentwood Cemetery Trustees
and myself, thank you again,Town of Brentwood, for making this
community event a success. Thank you to everyone who donated,
supported and participated. It was an honor and a privilege to bring
Wreaths Across America to Brentwood.
Joyce Keegal, Cemetery Superintendent
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Brentwood Police Department

The Brentwood Police Depart-
ment would like to announce the
addition of Brentwood resident,
Ian Matheson as our new Animal
Control Officer for the town of
Brentwood. Ian brings a wealth of
experience and knowledge to this
position. Previously, he volun-
teered his services to the New
Hampshire SPCA as an animal
cruelty investigator. Ian is very
dedicated to animal control issues
and concerns and will be a great
addition and asset to the BPD
and the Brentwood community.
Welcome aboard Ian! 

The Brentwood Police Department congratulates Officer Joshua Turner
for receiving the Chief Maloney Career Excellence Award for his
outstanding service to the community and to the Officer Stephen Arkell
Memorial Fund. This award recognizes those public safety members
who, over the course of their career, have demonstrated a commitment
to community, selflessness, and a strong moral character. Since its
inception in the fall of 2014, Officer Turner has been tireless in his
commitment to the road race organization and has volunteered hundreds
of hours for this effort. 
The Officer Stephen Arkell Memorial Fund has raised more than
$150,000 through their annual community road race and various
fundraising events. The fund awards $5,000 in scholarships annually

to graduating Exeter High School
seniors who demonstrate the
same sense of community, vol-
unteerism, and love of athletics
that Stephen possessed. 

For further information regarding the fund, go to the Officer Stephen
Arkell Community 5K Facebook page or to www.officerarkell5k.org.
Donations can be made via the website.
Over 3,500 participants have crossed the finish line in the last four
years of the race. The next race is scheduled for Saturday, May 25,
2019 at 10:00 am.

Brentwood Fire Department

Your community needs you now more than ever! 
The Brentwood Fire department is looking for call members to protect
and serve its community. We are a combination department of 2 full
time employees Monday through Friday with the rest of the staff being
on call members that attend meetings, trainings and answer the calls. 
Being a call Firefighter/EMT is a great life experience and can open
up doors for great and honorable career paths. The members of Brent-
wood fire answer 911 emergency calls around the clock from their
homes to serve and protect the town of Brentwood. Do you have what
it takes to join our family? 
Requirements:
•  18 years of age                              •  Valid driver’s license 
•  Employment application                •  Interview with the fire chief 
•  Pre-employment drug screening   •  Time and a sense of dedication 
•  Driving and criminal background check 
There are several different levels of Firefighters and EMT training you
can acquire. Our basic requirements are acquiring a firefighter level 1
certificate and/or your EMT certificate during your time of commitment.
Reimbursement for courses is available when meeting department
requirements. Information of these courses can be found at the NH
Fire Academy website.
https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/fstems/training/index.html 

Brentwood needs volunteers and we need YOU! 
If you have any questions, please call the Brentwood Fire Department
at 603-642-8132, Monday – Friday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm. Applications
can be found at the Fire Department or on the Brentwood town website. 
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Brentwood Police Officer Joshua Tuner,
with his wife Ashley, receives the Chief
Maloney Career Excellence Award. Interesting Fire Facts

•     A candle flame typically burns at around 1000° 
      Celsius (1800 Fahrenheit), a book on the other hand 
      will burn at 451°.

•     In zero gravity, a candle’s flame is round and blue.

•     Assuming stable fuel, heat, and oxygen levels, a 
      typical house fire will double in size every minute.

•     No one knows who invented the fire hydrant, because 
      its patent was destroyed in a fire in 1836.

•     Haystacks, compost heaps, and even piles of old 
      newspapers and magazines can burst into flame. 
      A good reason to recycle.



Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library

January 7 through January 12 – All Day. Drop in Crafts for All Ages.
Winter craft projects will be set up in the main area of the library
throughout the week. Drop in for a cup of hot coffee, tea, or cocoa and
create something special to take home. 
January 10 – 6:00 pm. Snowflake Craft. Hanging from the ceiling of
the main room in the library are beautiful, giant snowflakes (approxi-
mate size: 2 ft. across – can be adapted to other sizes) made by our
very own Rachel. Come to the library on Thursday, January 10 and
learn how to make these from the expert herself! Please register.
January 12 – 1:00 pm. Vision Board Collage. January is a time to
renew and look forward. Join us to create a vision board using maga-
zine pictures, inspiring word art, and other mediums. The finished prod-
uct will be a reminder throughout the year of your goals, dreams, and
aspirations. This requires NO prior crafting knowledge. The program
is geared to teens and adults, but exceptions will be considered.
Please register so we know how many people to expect.
January 9 through February 27 – Storytime Wednesdays, 10:00 am.
Storytime starts up again for an 8-week session starting on January
9th. Please register so we know how many children to prepare for.
Registration can be done by email (director.meblib@gmail.com), by
phone (603-642-3355), or in person.
January 19 – 4:00 pm. Anime Club. We will be watching the pilot
episode of comedy anime series, “Nan Baka.” We will be doing themed
activities and snacking on Pokey & Japanese soda.
January 14 – 6:00 pm. MEB Library Trustees’ Meeting. The public is
welcome.
January 14 – 6:30 pm. Friends of the MEB Library Meeting. The public
is welcome.
January 15 – 4:00 pm. Slime (all ages). This month’s recipe is a mys-
tery! Sign up to reserve your spot. There is no cost for this program
and materials are provided.
January 17 – 5:00 pm. Junior American Citizens (JAC) Recycling &
Sustainability Program. Presenter Ray Dube, Coca-Cola Bottling Com-
pany of New England’s (CCNNE) sustainability manager, will answer
all your recycling questions at this all-ages program hosted by the JAC.
Please direct questions to Julie Morrow at julielynnford@yahoo.com.
January 17 – 7:00 pm. Richard Araldi & Demetrios Pappas Musical
Performance. Richard is partnering with his lifelong friend, Demetrios
(Smokey Robinson’s pianist/music director) to “pick their way through
their favorite songs from years gone by, songs that have special mean-
ing to them, sure to be some of your favorites too!” For more informa-
tion, see www.richaraldimusic.com/araldi--pappas.html. Because this
is New England, we have chosen a snow date of Saturday, January
19th at 1:00 pm for this performance. Please check our website where
we will notify you if this becomes necessary.
January 22 – 4:30 pm. Magic Tree House Book Club. Do you enjoy
the adventures of Jack and Annie? Join other fans of the series to
discuss the book, do crafts, and have theme related snacks. This
month’s selection is Mummies in the Morning. Books are available at
the library. Target grades 1-3. Other ages welcome.

January 23 – 3:30 pm. Graphic Novel Club. Are you a fan of graphic
novels? You are not alone! These are fast becoming one of the most
popular book genres. Gather with other 6 and ups to talk about the
book (this month’s selection: Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova), do
some related activities, and enjoy themed snacks! Please register.
Books are available at the library.
January 24 – 6:30 pm. Book Club for YA Readers. YA books have a
wide age appeal! Join other teens and “twenty-somethings” and/or
bring your friends to chat and snack! This month’s selection is The
Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson. Recognize the title? You
may have seen the TV series on Netflix. Books will be available at the
library. Please register. 
January 28 – 7:00 pm. Brentwood Bookers’ Book Club. December’s
meeting was postponed and a January date has not yet been set.
Please check the website – www.brentwoodlibrary.org and/or Face-
book (Mary E. Bartlett Library) and Instagram (brentwoodbooks) for
updates, or call the library (603) 642-3355. New members are always
welcome! Contact the library to borrow a copy of the book.
January 29 – 4:30 pm. Community Games & Goodies. We had such
a great time at our first Community Games & Goodies program that
we decided to continue it on a monthly basis! Join us for an evening
of good eats, good games, and good company. Please bring a snack
to share if you are able and we will provide pizza and drinks! Did you
get a great new game during the Holidays? Feel free to bring it along!
Please register so we know how many to plan for.
January 31 – 6:30 pm. Cardmaking Class for Adults & Teens. Theme
this month: Thank You cards. No cost or need to purchase materials.
Please register as space is limited.
Tuesdays from 1-3(ish) – Brentwood Needle Art Group. Do you knit?
Crochet? Cross-Stitch? Do other needle arts? Do you enjoy socializ-
ing? Learning from others? Sharing ideas, techniques, and patterns?
New members always welcome!

MEB FYI
Check out our website at www.brentwoodlibrary.org where you can
find hours, weather delays/cancellations, and a place to sign up for
our Library Newsletter, delivered to your inbox once per month (on
average). There is also a place to sign up for Wowbrary!, a recap email
of the books and videos added to our collection throughout each week,
delivered to your inbox on Saturdays. 
Help us cultivate the arts and decorate the library at the same time!
Applications are available on our website (www.brentwoodlibrary.org
– Programs/Art and Collection Exhibitions). Visit MEB to see our current
art exhibit by abstract artist, S. Thayer. 
Magazines – Have you been missing your favorite magazine from our
collection? Do you have any suggestions for new magazine titles we
don’t currently carry? Please let us know! We will be doing an assess-
ment of our holdings and want your opinions. 
Need to entertain the young and not so young during the cold months of
winter? Look no further than your local library! Thanks to the generosity
of the Friends of the Library, we have a multitude of Museum Passes
available for free or reduced admission. Passes are given out on a first
call – first receive basis and can be reserved. 
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Current passes include:
American Independence Museum              Children’s Museum of NH
McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center          Currier Museum of Art
Millyard Museum (Manchester)                   Museum of Fine Arts
Museum of Science                                    NH State Parks
NE Aquarium                                        Seacoast Science Center
SEE Science Center                                   Strawbery Banke
York’s Wild Kingdom

See our website for more information (www.brentwoodlibrary.org
Resources/Museum Passes).
Feedback can be shared in person, by phone 603-642-3355, or
through email – director.meblib@gmail.com. A good library collection
reflects the population of the town it serves and we want to build the
best collection ever!
Janice Wiers, Library Director, Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library

Friends of the Mary E. Bartlett Library

Happy New Year! We hope you all took the time to enjoy a visit with
Santa and that he was able to grant your wishes! We had a wonderful
turn out and were thrilled to see all the happy children sitting with Santa
and working on crafts in the basement. Special thanks to our student
volunteers: Boden Smith, Hannah Parella, Pranavi Vedula and Jocelyn
Dennehy! They were a big help with crafts. Thanks also to all who
contributed non-perishable food items to benefit local food pantries!
Your donations make a difference.
At this writing, the Craft Fair is still in progress, but will have ended
after Christmas. We appreciate the crafters who have shared their
wares with us. We sure have talented patrons! The Friends keep a
portion of proceeds to be used for purchasing new Children’s books.
Thank you to everyone who supported the Craft Fair!
This month’s museum pass highlight is for the Children’s Museum of
NH in Dover. This pass, with an annual fee of $300 paid for by the
Friends, provides reduced admission for up to 4 people. In the past
year, 20-30 families used this resource. January is a great time to visit
indoor museums and explore in a warm setting. The Children’s
Museum provides opportunities for hands-on experiences around a
multitude of topics, addressing all learning styles. The entire museum
is wheelchair accessible and there are accommodations available to
meet varied communication and sensory needs, including a time set
aside exclusively for children on the autism spectrum. There is so much
to do, I can’t possibly list them all here! Check the museum’s website
for regular exhibits, annual events and special classes available for
preschoolers, home-schoolers and after school kids. There are even
events specifically for adults, including Alzheimer’s Cafe each month.
If you enjoyed Santa and the Craft Fair sponsored by The Friends,
please consider making a tax-deductible donation. Donations are
accepted year-round. There are donation envelopes at the front desk
and a PayPal button on the Friends’ page of the library’s website:
www.brentwoodlibrary.org/friends. You can also donate directly from
the Friends’ Facebook page: www.facebook.com/FriendsofMEBLibrary.

The Basement Bookstore will be open from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm on
Saturdays January 12 and January 26. Cold weather lends itself well
to snuggling in a comfy chair with a blanket, warm drink and a good
book. We have a variety of book genres for all ages. Come look for
your favorite author or take a chance on a new style. You’ve got nothing
to lose and you just might find a new favorite!
Do you have a New Year’s resolution to become more involved in our
community? Come join us at our next meeting on Monday, January
14 at 6:30 pm. If daytime meetings are better for you, we’d be happy
to see you in February on Wednesday, February 13 at 12:30 pm. We
appreciate having help to run and stock the Basement Bookstore, as
well as to plan and work community events. If you would like to help
in any way, come see us at any of our monthly meetings. We look
forward to meeting you!
Jessica Paul, Secretary for Friends of the Library

Brentwood Conservation Commission

Split Rock Conservation Area - Input Requested
The Conservation Commission and Trails Committee have been working
to rehabilitate and upgrade the recreation trails on the town-owned
Martin and Stevens properties on South Road. Last winter there was
a selective logging that removed weaker, deformed, damaged, and
diseased trees. We also had a four-acre area cleared of trees in order
to encourage the growth of shrubland and saplings that are beneficial
for birds, snakes, and small mammals. In September 2017, volunteers
rebuilt a decaying footbridge near the entrance to the trails. Over the
course of this summer and fall, Debbie Briscoe of the Trails Committee
and Rob Wofchuck from the Conservation Commission worked to mark
and clear a new trail system that will be more enjoyable and functional
for all users. Planning has begun on a new footbridge that will allow
walkers and bikers to cross Little River from the Martin to the Stevens
portion of trails.
The Conservation Commission and Trails Committee have proposed
designating this area the Split Rock Conservation Area. The eponymous
split rock is near the South Road entrance to the trail. You can still see
the marks made by historic Brentwood residents. We don’t know what
this rock was being used for, but there are still remnants from this
process laying around the Split Rock.
If members of the community have other suggestions for naming the
improved recreation area, please email us by January 8, or come to
our monthly meeting on January 9, at 7:00 pm.
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Family Moonlight Snowshoe
The Brentwood Conservation Commission is inviting you to join a
Family Moonlight Snowshoe or hike if there’s no snow. Please meet
us at the Brentwood Recreation Center (190 Route 125) January 19th
at 7:00 pm. Bring your snowshoes and dress accordingly for evening
temperatures.
We will hold another Snowshoe hike in February, date and location to
be determined. 

Value of Conservation Easements
In 2003, the residents of Brentwood approved a $2 million Open Space
Bond that would be used to protect Brentwood’s drinking water, fields,
forests, wildlife, and scenic beauty, in perpetuity. This substantial
investment in our community passed at Town Meeting because the
residents understood that they were getting a good value for their money.
Many of the conservation easements that were put in place using those
funds are along the Exeter River, Little River, and Dudley Brook.
Protecting those rivers helps to keep our drinking water clean and
helps to reduce pollution in Great Bay. Recent efforts to protect Great
Bay have been quite expensive for those municipalities that are building
new wastewater treatment facilities. By doing our part now, we will
hopefully protect ourselves against the need for more regulations or
more expensive solutions.
Brentwood’s spending on conservation was leveraged at almost 3:1
by federal and state grants, bringing significant outside resources
into our town. Land conservation helps reduce increases in local
taxes by reducing the need for infrastructure investments and related
maintenance.
Conservation easements help Brentwood maintain its rural character
and scenic beauty. By working with landowners to put conservation
easements in place, the townspeople take a leading role in deciding
what parts of town we want to leave undeveloped and where in town
we’d like to grow.
But how do they work? A simplified explanation begins by viewing land
ownership as a bundle of rights. One of those rights is building on the
property. Conservation easements remove or limit the landowner’s
right to build on their land. Landowners may sell their development
rights at the fully assessed value or at a discounted rate. They may
also choose to donate them outright. Though some landowners are
put off by the idea of giving up some of their rights, it’s important to
note that other rights of ownership are retained. Easements are not all
the same and terms of an easement are negotiated by the landowner,
funder, and future easement holder. An easement may be written to
prioritize wildlife habitat, waterway protection, scenic views, open
space, public recreation or agriculture.
In Brentwood, most easements are held by the Town itself, the
Southeast Land Trust, Society for the Protection of NH Forests, the
Nature Conservancy, and the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(part of the USDA). The easement holders are required to annually
inspect the property to ensure that the current owners are abiding by
the terms of the easement. The easement becomes a part of the deed
and transfers from owner to owner.

The Conservation Commission continues to work on new conservation
easements where we think it will do the most good. If you are a
landowner and are interested in learning more, please contact the
Conservation Commission at conservation@brentwoodnh.gov or by
calling 603-793-9768.

Brentwood Historical Society

The long-anticipated construction is underway at the Historical Society.
Work on building a fire wall around the furnace and adding a second
set of stairs began in December. These two projects will bring the
building into compliance with fire and safety codes. Many thanks to
the Selectmen for allocating resources from the town’s building fund
for this important work. When completed, we can at last begin to inventory
and catalog the collection. If any Brentwood resident is interested in
helping, please contact me at: rebeccab.dunham@gmail.com.
January is Membership Month! The Society will again be offering Indi-
vidual ($10) and Family ($15) memberships, plus two new categories:
Lifetime ($100) and Organizational/Business ($25). Membership forms
can be found on the Society’s website at: brentwoodnhhistory.org. We
are also interested in hearing from Brentwood residents with ideas for
programs, events and new exhibits.
Our public programs are scheduled to begin in April and notices will
be sent via email and be posted online. If you are interested in scheduling
a visit before then, or have questions about genealogy or any aspect
or our town’s history, please leave a message at the Society and an
officer will follow up.
Rebecca Dunham, President, Brentwood Historical Society

Brentwood Gardeners Plan Program on 
Invasive Plants

The Brentwood Gardeners will not miss their January meeting if they
can possibly help it. Not only will it be their annual Chili Night, with sev-
eral kinds of homemade chili and all the fixin’s, but they will hear a pro-
gram by Greg Jordan, the Rockingham County Forester. He will give
a PowerPoint presentation on invasive plants and how we can help to
control them.
The meeting will take place Tuesday, January 15, at 7:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall of the Pilgrim Church UCC on Middle Road. Visitors are
always welcome. January is also the month when the annual member-
ship dues are payable – $15.00 per person. Joanne Davis, treasurer,
will gladly receive the dues. For more information, please contact the
co-presidents: Torie Freeman, 778-3748, torielfreeman1@gmail.com,
or Linda Rousseau, 772-4534, lindarou@comcast.net.
Linda Rousseau for the Brentwood Gardeners
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January Gardening Tip

Dust on the foliage of indoor plants can clog the leaf
pores, so clean them up a little with a damp cloth, or a
quick shower under the tap. Always use room temper-
ature water when watering or misting your house
plants!



Brentwood Girl Scout News

Daisy/Brownie Troop #51227 learned about giving back to the
community and working as a team, and made homemade cookies and
cards to deliver. Then, they sang Christmas carols and delivered hand-
made cards and cookies to the residents at the Rockingham County
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center here in Brentwood. They were so
excited to have so many residents clapping and singing along!
Brownie Troop #11138 participated in the Exeter Holiday Open House
Gingerbread competition. The girls had fun working together and being
creative to help support the Chamber Children’s Fund. The girls also
adopted a family for the holidays through Seacoast Family Promise.
They hosted a bake sale at Swasey to help fulfill the family’s wishlist.
Thank you again to all who supported this wonderful cause.
Junior Troop #51211 has been learning about reducing their carbon
footprint through energy conservation. They made pledges to conserve
energy in their own homes, recycled old blue jeans to make reusable
coffee cup cozies, and used old fabric and melted beeswax to make
reusable food wraps as an alternative to single-use plastics like plastic

wrap and baggies. The girls also paid a visit to the NHSPCA in
Stratham to deliver dog toys and cat blankets that they made out of
fleece. Many thanks to Brentwood residents for your generous dona-
tions for the food pantry at Pilgrim Church – with your help, the troop
collected more than 150 items!
It’s that time of year again when Brentwood’s girl scouts will be out
raising funds for their troop activities through Girl Scout cookie sales.
Starting in January, individual girls will be going door-to-door taking or-
ders and starting in mid-February you will be able to find the troops
hosting booths at businesses in the greater-Brentwood area. Thank
you in advance for your support!
Ivonne Chartier, Kristen Goodrich & Julie Morrow for the Brentwood Girl Scout Troops

DAR Junior American Citizens Club News

The next JAC meeting will be held on Thursday, January 17, 2019,
from 5:00 - 6:00 pm at the Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library. The theme
for this meeting will be “Recycling & Sustainability” with guest
presenter Ray Dube, Coca-Cola Bottling Company of New England’s
Sustainability Manager. The JAC youth will be moderating this all-ages
program, open to everyone in the community to come learn and ask
questions about what to recycle, how to recycle, and what becomes
of all our recycling. If you’ve ever wondered why plastic bags cannot
go in our recycling bins or how much effort needs to be put into cleaning
out empty peanut butter containers, this is the program for you!
Questions can be directed to julielynnford@yahoo.com.
Julie Morrow for the Junior American Citizens Club

Brentwood Parent Faculty Group

KIDS NIGHT OUT! The Swasey PFG is sponsoring a Kids Night
Out at Action Kids in January! Swasey students are invited to
attend a private session of Open Gym on Saturday, January
12th from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. This is a drop-off event, so parents
can enjoy two hours for yourself too! You must pre-register for
this event! Snacks will be served. Registration forms were sent
home in your child’s Wednesday folder in December.
Join us on Monday, January 14th at Tailgate Tavern in Stratham
for our January Swasey Night Out fundraiser! For every dollar
that you spend 20% will be donated to Swasey Central School!
Dine-in only from 5:00 pm to close.

Join us on Sunday, February 10th at 3:00 pm for a fun-filled day
at the rink. We’ve teamed up with the Manchester Monarchs for a

Swasey day out and fundraiser all in one! We will receive a portion of the
ticket sales (purchased through our link) and a cut from the 50/50 raffle
during the game. Family and friends are welcome to join! Purchase tickets
through this link only: www.monarchsgroups.com/SwaseyCentral.
The Wentworth Gardens Holiday Décor fundraiser was a big success
again this year! Thank you for supporting our fundraising efforts.
Because of your generous fundraising efforts, we are able to provide
our school with a variety of enrichment items and activities, show our
support for staff, and plan or support SCS community events.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 15th at 6:30 pm in the
SCS Library. SCS parents are encouraged to attend.
Amy Brown for the PFG
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Brownie Troop #11138 hosted a
bake sale to raise funds to fulfill
a local family’s holiday wish list.
Brownie Troop #11138 partici-
pates in the Exeter Holiday Open
House Gingerbread competition.
Junior Troop #51211 delivers
fleece blankets and chew toys for
the animals at the NHSPCA.



Swasey Central School

Kindergarten and Grade 1 Registration
Please call Swasey School (642-3487) to register your child for kinder-
garten and/or first grade for the 2019-2020 school year. Current
kindergarten students do not need to re-enroll to move on to first
grade. To qualify for kindergarten registration, your child must turn
five years old prior to September 30, 2019 and/or six years old to
register for Grade 1. Registration information is located on our school
website: scs.sau16.org
STEAM Lab: Box Request – It’s the most wonderful time of the
year...for boxes! The STEAM Lab would love to help you recycle your
AMAZON cardboard (it is the best cardboard for building and cutting).
You can send it in with your children or just drop it by to the office. A
big thank you to all of the parents who joined us in the STEAM Lab for
Computer Science Week! 
We MOVE in Physical Education: In December, students moved to
dance patterns in contemporary, multi-cultural and square dance for-
mations. Grades 3 through 5 created their own movement, which
brought in many skills: cooperation, applying movement concepts, and
combing locomotor skills to name a few. In January, we will be dribbling
with the hands, underhand and overhand throwing, and hopefully
snowshoeing. The theme for 2019 is an understanding of what Phys-
ical Literacy does for each individual and the ability to develop the skills,
confidence, and love of movement to be physically active for life.
Newsflash from the Library: Many thanks to all of the families and
volunteers who supported our annual autumn Scholastic Book Fair.
Despite our family night event falling on Halloween, we had a great
turn-out, and we look forward to our spring fair. Thank you!

For the holidays, we hosted a seasonal library maker challenge: create
a menorah or Christmas tree constructed from out-of-date books. Here
is just one of our many creative solutions!
Ron Kew, Principal, Swasey Central School

Brentwood Recreation News

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
603-642-6400 ext. 120 • recreation@brentwoodnh.gov

www.brentwoodnh.gov/recreation

Adult Zumba: Zumba will resume on January 9th - February 27th
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm. There is a 5 person minimum or classes will be
canceled. Cost is $10 a class or $50 for 8 classes. Please come to the
Recreation office to register and pay.

Seniors: January’s luncheon will be held on the 4th Wednesday,
January 23, at the Rec Center. 

Ceramics Class: Thursday, January 24th, 6:30 pm. Join us at the
community center for our adult ceramics class! Fees: $2/hr plus the
piece you pick to decorate. Pieces start at $1.50 and go up. We will
not be doing any “glazing” in this class. Register in person at the town
offices, or online! Class will run approximately 2 hours. 
Ski Club: If you’d like to join our subcommittee, or to get on our mailing
list, please contact the Recreation Office. This Ski Club is designed to
offer discounted lift tickets to our community. We are currently planning
a trip during February Vacation! Look on the Brentwood Recreation
website for announcements.
Ice Rink: Official opening date will be announced on our website and
Facebook page.
UNH Hockey Tickets: For the first time ever, UNH hockey tickets will
be available through the Recreation Office. The game is on Saturday,
February 2, 2019 at 7:00 pm. UNH will be facing off against their top
rival the Maine Black Bears. Seats are located by the faceoff circle
where the Wildcats will be shooting twice! Tickets are only $20 each!
If you are interested, please come to the Recreation office to pick up
your ticket.
CPR & First Aid: Certified Red Cross Instructor, Stephanie Sturgis,
will teach an OSHA compliant, affordable First Aid & CPR Class. If you
need CPR training to satisfy an OSHA-mandated job requirement, or
you just want to know how to keep your loved ones safe, this class will
ensure that you receive quality instruction on the latest information and
practices to be certified by the Red Cross in CPR & First Aid. The class
will be on February 7th, 4:30 - 8:30 pm and the fee is $50. Payment
can be brought to the class, check made out to Stephanie Sturgis.
Please RSVP a week prior to the class, call Stephanie 603-793-4490.

Family Skate Night: Friday, February 8th, 5:30 pm. Join us at the
Brentwood Recreation Ice Rink (Castonguay Pavilion) for some family
fun! Bon fire, s’mores, hot coco, and music will be offered for your en-
joyment while you skate or hang out under the pavilion. This event is
weather dependent, so keep an eye on our website for information.
Baby Sitter Training Course: Certified Red Cross Instructor, Stephanie
Sturgis, will be teaching a Baby-Sitting course on February 16th
from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. During this course you will receive a CPR
and First Aid certification. Cost is $100, payment can be made the day
of the class. Please RSVP a week prior to the class, call Stephanie
603-793-4490.
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ONGOING RECREATION EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
Adult Yoga Class: Brentwood Community Center. Tues evenings, 6:30
to 7:45 pm. Join Cheryl Rossman RYT500, to relax and rejuvenate.
$64/eight-week session or $10/class. www.letsgetmovin.com.
Yoga Movement For Seniors FREE: Brentwood Community Center.
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 10:00 am, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
at 9:00 am. 
Tang Soo Do Classes: Mondays and Fridays. Brentwood Community
Center, 6:30-8:00 pm. Classes are taught by Retired Law Enforcement
officer Bob Meegan. He is currently a 3rd degree Black Belt with the
World Tang Soo Do Association.

Community Center 
The Brentwood Community Center is available to rent for parties,
receptions, meetings and more. Brentwood residents receive a
discounted rental rate! See our website for pictures of the Center and
rental application, or pick up an application at the Recreation office.
For more information and to check availability, please contact the
Recreation Department. 
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On December 15, Brentwood joined
more than 1,400 other locations across
the United States, at sea, and abroad
in National Wreaths Across America
Day. On this day, citizens gathered to
Remember our fallen US veterans,
Honor those who serve, and Teach our
children the value of freedom. 

Pipers Cameron Herrick
and Gordon Wilson.



Brentwood Meeting Dates

Be sure to check the individual organization articles inside for many more activites and dates!

Jan 3 Planning Board Meeting, Town Office, 7:00 pm
Jan 3 Cemetery Trustees Meeting, Town Office, 5:00 pm
Jan 7 Brentwood School Board Meeting, Swasey Central School, 6:30 pm
Jan 7 Brentwood Democratic Committee, 33 Peabody Drive, 6:30 pm
Jan 8 Public Hearing for Cooperative School Bond Issue & Coop Budget, Exeter High School, 6:00 pm
Jan 8 Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 6:00 pm
Jan 9 Meet a Selectman, Town Office Building, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Jan 9 Conservation Commission Meeting, Town Office Building, 7:00 pm
Jan 14 Library Trustees Meeting, Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library, 6:00 pm
Jan 14 Friends of the Library Meeting, Mary E. Bartlett Library, 6:30 pm
Jan 15 Deadline to submit items for February BNL (brentwoodnews2018@gmail.com)
Jan 15 Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office Building, 6:00 pm
Jan 15 Swasey Parent Faculty Group Meeting, Swasey Central School Library, 6:30 pm
Jan 15 Brentwood Gardeners Meeting, Pilgrim Church, 197 Middle Road, 7:00 pm
Jan 17 Planning Board Meeting, Town Office Building, 7:00 pm
Jan 17 Junior American Citizens Club Meeting, Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library, 5:00 pm
Jan 19 Family Moonlight Snowshoe, Brentwood Rec Center, 190 Route 125, 7:00 pm
Jan 21 Town Offices will be closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 22 Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office Building, 6:00 pm
Jan 22 Recreation Commission Meeting, Town Office Building, 6:30 pm
Jan 23 Meet a Selectman, Town Office Building, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Jan 23 Election Filing Period Begins 
Jan 23 Senior Luncheon, Brentwood Recreation Center, 11:30 am
Jan 29 Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 6:00 pm

ONGOING FREE EVENTS
Mary E. Bartlett Library                                                                                Brentwood Community Center
Needle Arts Group meets every Tues. from 1-3 pm                                      Yoga Movement for Seniors, 
Brentwood Bookers Discussion Group meets on the                                     1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 10:00 am
last Monday night of each month at 7 pm (Jan TBD)                                 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 9:00 am
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