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Members Present:  Andy Artimovich, Acting Chairman  Ken Christiansen 

                               Doug Cowie                                                     Bob Gilbert 

                               Bruce Stevens, Alternate 

 

Artimovich declared the meeting open at 7:00 pm.  

 

Public Hearing 

 

Applicant/property owners Ryan and Ivonne Chartier request a variance from Article 300.002.007.006 

A.2, for the construction of a garage within the side setback, and also requests an Equitable Waiver of 

Dimensional Requirements from Article 800.013.005, regarding existing stairs located within the setback.   

Property is located on 9 Balsam Lane in the res/agr zone. Tax map 224.001.020 

 

Ivonne Chartier was present for this hearing, as well as several abutters.   Artimovich read the legal 

notice, and the list of abutters notified.  A surveyed plan showing the property and the requests were 

provided. 

 

The variance request was addressed first by the Board.  Chartier read her facts that support granting the 

variance. 

 

1.  This would not be contrary to the public interest because the amount of structure encroaching is 

extremely minimal, and the addition will blend with existing house. 

 

2.  The spirit of the ordinance is observed because of the minimal impact, and the abutting neighbor 

supports this request. 

 

3.  This will do substantial justice because it will allow them to keep their vehicles enclosed and provide a 

family room. 

 

4.  The values of the surrounding properties they feel will increase, as they will be increasing the value of 

their own. 

 

5.  The impact is basically unnoticeable by viewing the property. Other homes in the neighborhood of the 

same design have similar garages, but their lots are slightly larger. 

 

The abutters said they are here in support of the Chartier’s request.   

 

Worksheets were given to the 5 voting members who all voted to grant the variance.  The Notice of 

Decision to grant the variance, as shown on the plan provided, was signed by Artimovich. 

 

Chartier read her support for the request for the Equitable Waiver.  There is an existing deck and the 

bottom stair is within the setback. 

 

1.  This is a dimensional requirement. 

 

2.  This has not been an issue and gone unnoticed with all surrounding parties, thinking it was within the 

setback limits.  This non conformity was discovered when the property was surveyed. 
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3.  This does not constitute a nuisance nor diminish the value or interfere with future uses because the 

nonconformity extends only one foot into the setback, and would have not been noticed if not surveyed to 

apply for the variance.   

 

4.  The stairs are irrelevant to the neighbor and has been this way for years.  This provides them access to 

the deck. 

 

Worksheets were given to the 5 voting members, who voted unanimously in favor of granting the 

equitable waiver, based on the plan shown.  The Notice of Decision granting the Equitable Waiver was 

signed by Artimovich. 

 

A copy of the decision for both the variance and equitable waiver were given to Chartier, who thanked the 

Board for their time. 

 

Board Business 

 

Motion made by Christiansen, 2
nd

 by Cowie to approve the October 20, 2014 minutes.  The motion 

carried with Gilbert abstaining as he was not present. 

 

Motion made by Stevens, 2
nd

 by Christiansen to re-appoint Mike Hureau as Chairman.  All were in favor. 

 

Motion made by Christiansen, 2
nd

 by Cowie to adjourn at 7:35:  all were in favor. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Kathy St. Hilaire 


