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Members Present:        Bruce Stevens, Chairman       Bob Magnusson 
                                          Kevin Johnston                         Rob Wofchuck                                 
                                          Steve Hamilton                         Mark Kennedy, Alternate 
                                        Glenn Greenwood, Circuit Rider Planner 
7:00 open 
 
Minutes – Mail – Board Business 
Chairman Stevens opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Motion made by Stevens 2nd by Johnston to give Kennedy voting rights:  all were in favor.   
 
The manifest was signed. 
 
7:00 pm – Conditional Use Permit:  Public Service Company of NH proposes a thermal uprate of their existing 
transmission lines within their right-of way in the town of Brentwood beginning at the Brentwood/Exeter 
town line referenced on tax map 205 and following the right of way to the Brentwood/Fremont town line 
referenced by tax map 216. 
 
Paperwork is in order and abutters legally notified from the list provided by the applicant. 
 
Motion made by Stevens, 2nd by Wofchuck to accept the application:  all were in favor. 
 
Laura Games from PSNH and Sherrie Trefry from GZA Geo Environmental, Inc spoke on behalf of the 
applicant this evening.   There were several abutters present.    Games said this work is part of PSNH’s 10 
year improvement plan, that they will upgrade the transmission lines from the Great Bay Substation in 
Stratham all the way to Chester, doing a thermal uprate of approximately 19 miles within their right of way.  
She said this will raise the current through the conductors, and during heavy demand, may cause the lines to 
sag, so some poles will also need to be replaced.   
 
Trefry said they are before the PB this evening to be granted a Conditional Use Permit for the work to be 
done within the wetlands.  The work will begin in the fall of 2014 and the poles that are replaced will be 60-
65 feet tall, up from the 50 – 55 foot poles currently in place.   
 
Conservation Commission Chairman Rob Wofchuck said PSNH met with the CC December 18th, and that the 
CC had no concerns with this project. 
 
Greenwood said that the work will take place within the Wetlands, Aquifer Protection and Shore Land 
Districts of the Town, and that a CUP should be granted for each.   
 
Motion made by Stevens, 2

nd
 by Kennedy to grant a Conditional Use Permit in accordance with RSA 674:21.II and 

Brentwood’s Land Use Document, Article 700.002.009.001, based on the following: 

 
700.002.009.001  A Conditional Use Permit may be granted by the Planning Board (RSA 674:21 II) for the 
construction, in areas designated as wetlands as well as in areas designated as buffer areas to wetlands, (3/12/2002) 
of roads and other access ways, and for pipelines, power lines, and other transmission lines provided that all of the 
following conditions are found to exist: 
 
 
A. The proposed construction is essential to the productive use of land not within the Wetlands Conservation 
District. 
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Motion made by Hamilton, 2nd by Kennedy that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
 

B. Design and construction and maintenance methods will be such as to minimize detrimental impact upon the   
              wetland and will include restoration of the site as nearly as possible to its original grade and condition. 
 
Motion made by Wofchuck, 2nd by Hamilton that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
 
C.          No alternative route which does not cross a wetland or has less detrimental impact on the wetland is feasible. 
 
Motion made by Wofchuck, 2nd by Magnusson that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
 
D.         No wetland crossing shall exceed a length of 250 lineal feet. (3/13/2001) 
 
Motion made by Stevens, 2nd by Wofchuck, that the intent of this ordinance is for a permanent crossing, and this 
does not apply to this application as the crossings are all temporary:  all were in favor. 
 
Motion made by Stevens, 2

nd
 by Kennedy to grant a Conditional Use Permit in accordance with RSA 674:21.II and 

Brentwood’s Land Use Document, Article 700.004.003.007 of the Shore Land Protection District based on the 
following: 

 
700.004.003.007 Conditional Uses: 
 
B.        The Planning Board may grant a Conditional Use Permit for those uses listed above only after written findings  
            of fact are made that all of the following are true: 
 

1) The proposed use will not detrimentally affect the surface water quality of the adjacent river or  
               tributary or otherwise result in unhealthful conditions. 

 
Motion made by Wofchuck, 2nd by Hamilton that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor 

 
              2)           The proposed use will discharge no waste water on site in excess of one thousand (1,000)  
                              gallons per day, and will not involve on-site storage or disposal of hazardous or toxic wastes as  
                             herein defined. 
 
Motion made by Kennedy, 2nd by Magnusson that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 

 
             3) The proposed use will not result in undue damage to spawning grounds and other wildlife habitat. 
 
Motion made by Johnston, 2nd by Hamilton that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
 
            4) The proposed use complies with the use regulations identified in Section 700.003.003 and all other  
                             applicable sections of this article. 
 
Motion made by Johnston, 2nd by Hamilton that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 

 
           5)             The design and construction of the proposed use will be consistent with the intent of the purposes set  
                            forth in Section 700.004.001 
 
Motion made by Kennedy, 2nd by Hamilton that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
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. 
Motion made by Stevens, 2

nd
 by Kennedy to grant a Conditional Use Permit in accordance with RSA 674:21.II and 

Brentwood’s Land Use Document, Article 700.003.003.006 of the Aquifer Protection District based on the following 
 
700.003.003.006 Conditional Uses 

 
The Planning Board may grant a Conditional Use Permit for those uses listed above only after written findings of fact 
are made that all of the following conditions are met: 
 
A.      The proposed use will not detrimentally affect the quality of the groundwater contained in the aquifer by    
         directly contributing to pollution or by increasing the long-term susceptibility of the aquifer to potential   
          pollutants; 
 
Motion made by Stevens, 2nd by Johnston that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 

 
B.    The proposed use will not cause a significant reduction in either the short or long-term volume of water  
       contained in the aquifer or in the storage capacity of the aquifer; (3/1998) 
 
Motion made by Johnston, 2nd by Kennedy that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 

 
C.   The proposed use will discharge no waste water on site in excess of one thousand (1,000) gallons per day, and will  
      not involve on-site storage or disposal of toxic or hazardous wastes as herein defined; 
 
Motion made by Johnston, 2nd by Kennedy that the request meets this criterion:  all were in favor. 
 
D.  A hydro-geologic study shall be submitted as required in Section 700.003.003.001 of this Article. (3/1998)  
Members agree that item D does not apply to this application. 
 
Games and Trefry thanked the Board for their time this evening. 
 
Board Business  
 
Motion made by Kennedy, 2nd by Johnston to approve the November 7 minutes:  the motion carried with 
Magnusson, Wofchuck and Hamilton abstaining as they were not present. 
 
Motion made by Kennedy, 2nd by Magnusson to approve the minutes of November 21:  the motion carried with 
Johnston and Hamilton abstaining as they were not present. 
 
The Board is in receipt of a request from Sig Arms for an extension to their Conditional Approval.   
 
Motion made by Magnusson, 2nd by Wofchuck to grant the extension to February 20, 2014:  all were in favor.  
Members agree that the hours of operation to take affect January 1, 2014, are still required to take effect on that 
date. 
 
NE Dragway has requested an extension to their CA, to February 20th, as they are still finalizing paperwork. 
 
Motion made by Wofchuck, 2nd by Magnusson to grant the request:  all were in favor. 
 
Motion made by Magnusson, 2nd by Kennedy to authorize Stevens to sign the first half of the 2014 Rockingham 
Planning Commission contract:  all were in favor. 
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Greenwood said that there may be RPC grant funds available for culvert mapping of the town, and he will look into 
this for the Board. 
 
Greenwood said that Brendan Keirnan of the NHDES would like to talk to Brentwood regarding the pros and cons of 
bringing water to town from Epping.  He suggests a joint meeting with the BOS.  St. Hilaire will work on having this 
done the beginning of the year. 
 
Stevens said that since there are no public hearings, and no board business due to the holidays, the Planning Board 
will not meet on January 2nd.   
 
Motion made by Kennedy, 2nd by Wofchuck to adjourn at 8:30 pm:  all were in favor.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Kathy St. Hilaire    
Administrative Assistant,  
Brentwood Planning Board    
 


