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Town of Brentwood
Budget Committee
Minutes of October 19, 2015

Meeting: Regular Budget committee meeting held at the Brentwood Town Office
Present: Krista Steger, Chairperson, Bill Faria, Malcolm Allison, Jeff Bryan, Amy Mitchell
Excused: Elyse Gallo, Keith Levitsky, Melissa Hanlon

Visitors: Michelle Siudut, Kim Woods

Chairperson Krista Steger called the meeting to order at 6:55 pm.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2015 Minutes: Visitors name spelling Kristen Chivmiento was incorrect, should be
Kristen Chimiento. Motion to approve the corrected minutes carried
Jeff/Bill 5-0.

Correspondence

Krista noted that there was no correspondence.

Krista presented an article she prepared for the Brentwood Newsletter regarding the Budget
committee. It included information about the new members, the Budcomm bylaws, processing
the Town budget, the role of the Budcomm in the preparation and review of the Town and
Swazey school budgets and warrant articles. The article concluded with a list of the Budcomm
members and the Budcomm meeting schedule through the end of the year.

Revision to the Bylaws

Krista suggested modifying Section V1 A 2 by adding the words “as realistically feasible” in the
first sentence after “agreed upon”; adding a second sentence. “This schedule can be amended
by the Chairman as necessary.” and adding a third sentence about meeting cancellations
“Meetings may be cancelled by the chairperson.” After discussion, the members agreed with
Krista’s suggestion.

Krista noted that in G3 the Recording Clerk sending the draft minutes to the Chairman for review
in 72 hours is correct according to the RSA she and Karen reviewed. After discussion the
members agreed that after approval the Recording Clerk would send the approved minutes to
Karen. She in turn would send a copy to Phyllis.
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Krista reviewed the new section VIl Issuance of Public Statements. After discussion the
members agreed that it was needed. The title was changed to Public Statements in order to
make it a more general section.

Section VIII A was discussed and the members agreed to leave it as is.

Section VIII B was discussed and the members agreed that it was not needed, as all warrant
articles, no matter the value, originate with the selectman. In view of that, the members decided
to delete this section.

There were no other proposals, a draft set of bylaws with all proposed revisions will be reviewed
at the next meeting by the full board and voted on.

Updates from Selectman & School Board Representatives

Jeff stated town re-evaluation is complete and the new tax rate will be set. The next select board
meeting is on Tuesday October 20, and more town budgets will be recommended. Krista asked
Jeff if there was a possibility of finding out when the 2016 town meeting will be so that the
Budcomm can set its Public hearing and recommended Budget submittal dates.

Amy advised there had not been a school board meeting since our last Budcomm meeting and
had nothing to report.

Budget ltems

Budget committee budget: $700 the same as last year. Approved. Jeff/Bill 5-0
Election Budget: Large increase due to 5 elections. Approved $10,675. Jeff/Bill 5-0
Town Meeting Budget: Increase. Approved $4251. Jeff/Bill 5-0

Legal Budget: Level at $37,002. Approved. Jeff/Bill 5-0

Joint Loss Budget: Not clear what the $331 is for. Jeff will clarify. Tabled. Jeff/Bill 5-0
Finance Budget: Reduced by $267 to $61,270. Approved. Jeff/Bill 5-0

Assessing Budget: Reduced to $32,276 based on the selectman to set up a revolving account to
cover the Appraisal and Mathematical Update. Approved. Jeff/Bill 5-0

Cemetery Budget: Level at $7550. Approved. Jeff/Bill 5-0

Next meeting will be on Nov 9, where we are expecting a large number of Town department
Budgets and possibly warrant articles. Several department heads may be asked to attend the

New Business
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Getting notification of town e-mails was discussed. Krista stated that if Firefox could be used
with Outlook then it would be possible to receive a phone text notification or alert, as Keith had
demonstrated in his Screen Printouts provided.

Visitor Comment

There were no visitor comments
Motion to adjourn 7:50 pm. Approved 5-0

Minutes respectfully submitted by Malcolm Allison



