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The Town and School Meetings 
 This Newsletter is arriving just before the town 
heads into a two-week period of annual business meet-
ings, voting and elections.  All the articles and letters 
about those events are in the first part of the issue – 
grouped as much as possible around the business 
meeting they pertain to.  The second half contains the 
customary articles and updates about the daily life of the 
town. 

The dates, times and locations of the town and 
school meetings:  

Brentwood School District Meeting – Saturday,    
     March 10, 9:00 AM, Swasey School Gymnasium. 
     Discussion & voting on Swasey Warrant Articles, 
     including the Swasey School budget. 

Election Day – Tuesday, March 13, polls open from 
     8:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Brentwood Community  
     Center, 190 Route 125.  Voting by ballot for: 

1. Town officers & Town Zoning Amendments. 
2. Brentwood School District Officers. 
3. Cooperative School District officers and  

Warrant Articles, including the Coop District 
budget. 

Brentwood Town Meeting – Saturday, March 17, 
     9:00 AM, Swasey School Gymnasium. 
     Discussion & voting on Town Warrant Articles, 
     including the Town budget. 

 
The Town Report 

The Town Meeting warrant articles, as well as 
the School District warrant articles, the annual reports of 
the town and school officers and department heads, and 
a great deal more, are published in the annual Town     
Report.  Every household is entitled to a Town Report.  
It may be picked up now at the Town Office Building.   

 Copies will also be available at the School 
District Meeting on Saturday, March 10; at the Commun-
ity Center on Election Day, Tuesday, March 13; and at 
the Town Meeting Saturday, March 17.  After that copies 
will always be available at the Town Office Building. 

 
 

SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING 
 

The School District Warrant Articles 
The Brentwood School District Meeting on Satur-

day morning, March 10 will have six warrant articles for 
the voters’ consideration.   Following is a summary: 

1.     To raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s 
recommended amount of $5,134,767.00 for the support 
of schools, payment of salaries for the School District 
officials and agents, and the statutory obligations of the 
District.  The School Board recommends the same 
amount, $5,134,767.00.  This article does not include 
appropriations voted in other warrant articles.  
(Majority vote required) 

2.     Approve the cost items included in the collective 
bargaining agreement reached between the Brentwood 
School Board and the Brentwood Teachers Association 
covering the two-year period from September 1, 2012 to 
August 31, 2014, which calls for the following increases 
in salaries and benefits totaling: 
   Year  Estimated Increase 
           2012-13  $53,815 
      2013-14  $57,119 

3.     If Article 2 is defeated, authorize the School Board 
to call one special meeting, at its option, to address 
Article 2 cost items only. 

4.     To engage in public discussion regarding the pro-
posal to adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 (known as 
SB2) to allow official ballot voting on all issues before the 
Brentwood School District on the second Tuesday of 
March. 

5.    To hear reports of agents, auditors, etc ….   

6.    To transact any other business … etc. 
 
   Compiled by Linda Rousseau 

 
 
 
 
 
    Continued on page 3 
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TOWN OF BRENTWOOD    On the Web: www.brentwoodnh.gov      

 TOWN CLERK and TAX COLLECTOR:   MARY  E.  BARTLETT  LIBRARY 
  Phone: 642-6400  X  14    Phone: 642-3355     E-mail: bartlettlibrary@comcast.net 
 Mon., Wed., Thurs. 9:00-4:30    On the Web: www.brentwoodlibrary.org 
 Tuesday   9:00-8:00    Monday 2-7 Thursday 9-5 
 Friday  8:30-4:00    Tuesday 9-5 Friday 9-1 
 Saturday  9:00-12:00    Wednesday 9-5 Saturday 9-1 
        Story Hours:   Tuesday  10:30 and 2:00   Wednesday  10:30 
       TOWN ADMINISTRATOR     SWASEY CENTRAL SCHOOL 
 Phone: 642-6400  X  10   Fax: 642-6310     Phone: 642-3487 
 Monday–Thursday 8:00-4:30    Swasey on the Web: http://scs.sau16.org  
 Friday  9:00-1:00   SAU 16 on the Web: http://www.sau16.org  
 
 
 

           March Recycling Pick-up Dates 
 

                               March 13 & 14 
                               March 27 & 28 

 

 
Notes from the Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
●  I am looking for volunteers to count the school ballots 
once the polls close on March 13. 
●  If you are transferring plates on your vehicle, please 
remember to bring in the old registration certificate.  If 
there is no registration when transferring plates, it will 
cost $17.50 for a duplicate. 

●  Applications for Absentee Ballots are available at the 
Town Clerk’s Office.  Ballots must be returned by Mon-
day, March 12, at 5:00 pm. 

●  Partial payments on taxes are accepted. 

                                         Phyllis Thompson     
     

Bake Sale on Election Day 
The Brentwood Seniors will have a Bake Sale ta-

ble at the Community Center on Election Day March 13.  
This is the primary method of fund-raising for the group.  
If any residents wish to contribute baked items, they will 
be most gratefully received. 

 

Correction:  There are two positions open for three 
years each on the Municipal Budget Committee, not one 
position as published last month.  – Editor. 
 

                Waste Tonnage Figures 
                                          December    January 
Tons, mixed solid waste   103.9              106.97 
Tons, recycled goods        25.8 (19.9%)  38.09(26.2%)  
 
 

Mailing Crew for February 
 Many thanks on behalf of the community to those 
in the Pickpocket/Rowell Road area who assembled the 
February Newsletter for mailing:  Kevin Crowley, Merril 
Dwyer, Chris Johnston, Jane Storm, Ann Barker, and 
Diantha Wade. 
                                         Linda Rousseau, Editor 

 
Baptist Church Seeking an Organist 

The Brentwood First Baptist Church is seeking a 
competent, reliable organist/pianist for our Sunday morn-
ing worship services at 10:00 a.m. and some occasional 
special services as required.  The organ is a Baldwin 
electronic organ and the choir rehearses at 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday mornings.  If interested, please contact Mary at 
603-679-8217 or Celia at 603-642-3052. 
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Swasey Central School  
2012-2013 Budget Overview 

The Brentwood School District meeting will be 
held at 9:00 AM, on Saturday March 10, 2012 in the 
Swasey Central School gymnasium.  The Brentwood 
School Board is responsible for preparing a budget to 
cover all of the expenses incurred at the Swasey Central 
School to meet the educational needs of the students as 
well as taking into consideration the financial capabilities 
of the taxpayers of Brentwood.  We are asking the voters 
to approve Warrant Article #1, which is a budget of 
$5,134,767 for the 2012-2013 school year.  This is an 
increase of $76,319 or 1.4%, which is due to increased 
healthcare and retirement expenses, which are the result 
of cost shifting by the state, and the added position of 
Curriculum Coordinator.  After careful consideration of 
the students’ needs, the board determined that a Curric-
ulum Coordinator is needed to synchronize the curricu-
lum within each grade level as well as from one grade to 
another.  Over the past few years numerous positions 
have been eliminated, including the Assistant Principal, 
which were responsible for this function. 

We are also asking for your support on Warrant  
Article #2 which is associated with a new two-year 
teacher contract.  The new contract provides for a 1% 
salary increase in year one, which with step increases 
totals  $53,815 in 2012-2013 and a 1.5% salary increase 
in year two which is projected to be $57,119 in 2013-
2014.  The new teacher contract also adds one day of 
non-student contact to the teachers’ school year, caps 
the amount that the school will pay for course reim-
bursements, increases slightly the amount allowed for 
professional days and reduces the stipend amount a 
teacher is paid for mentoring.  

The Brentwood School Board is very proud that 
the Swasey Central School has such a respected repu-
tation in the seacoast area.  It is our mission to maintain 
this high quality education that is so important to our 
students and in maintaining property values. 

The School Board would appreciate your support 
of the budget and the contract that will be put forward to 
the voters on March 10.  

                Dianne Vosgien 
         Brentwood School Board Chair 

                                 mardivos@comcast.net   772-0124 

 

School District Annual Meeting Style: 
Traditional or SB2? 
Following is the text from a slide presentation by Supt. 
Mike Morgan at the Feb. 23 Public Hearing on the Citi-
zens Petition for an SB2 form of government. 
 
 

TOWN STRUCTURE 
Two separate and equal entities 
Town--Board of Selectmen School--School Board 
“Pure Democracy” because people decide budgets, col-
lective bargaining contracts, and other warrant article 
issues. 

TWO STYLES OF GOVERNMENT 
Traditional “town meeting” or “school meeting” style. 
SB 2 style (Deliberative Session-- separate from Voting 
Session--usually about one month apart).  The same 
community could choose to have one form for Town and 
a different form for School. 
TRADITIONAL STYLE 
Registered voters gather in March to make decisions. 
Each Warrant Article is discussed, amended if neces-
sary, and final decisions are made by a majority vote of 
those present. 

SB2  STYLE 
Registered voters gather for a “Deliberative Session” to 
review each Warrant Article in early February. 
Each Warrant Article may be “amended” but its “pur-
pose” may NOT be changed. 
Final decisions are made by “secret ballot” in mid-March. 

BUDGETS 
In “traditional” style meetings the budget is decided at 
the meeting.    There is no “default budget.” 
In “SB 2” style meetings the proposed budget—and a 
default budget—are presented simultaneously. 
Only the proposed budget may be amended. 

DIFFERENT STYLES 
Because the “town” government and the “school” 
government are separate entities…   It is possible to 
have two different styles within the same community 
That’s why this issue will appear on both the “town” and 
the “school” ballots.  

LEGAL REQUIREMENT 
By statute, a minimum of 60% of the registered voters 
who cast a ballot on this topic on “Voting Day” is re-
quired to adopt the provisions of SB 2. 

2011 SCHOOL VOTING 
2,661 Registered Voters in Brentwood. 
181 (6.80%) participated in “traditional” school meeting. 
 
Exeter Region Coop is SB 2. 
23,862 Registered Voters. 
66 (0.2%) participated in the “Deliberative Session.” 
4,132 (17.32%) cast a ballot in the “Voting Session. 

 
BRENTWOOD’S HISTORY OF SB2 VOTING ON 

THE SCHOOL WARRANT 
 YES     %            NO       % 
2006 330      51.97%        305      48.03% 
2007 481      59.60%        326      40.40% 
2008 351      58.79        246      41.21% 
2010 320      53.60%        277      46.40% 
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DISCUSSION POINTS   
•  Voters are “more informed” in traditional style 
meetings. 
•  Community atmosphere is “better” in traditional style 
meetings. 
•  Hardly anyone attends a “Deliberative Session.” 
•  Voters gather their information from a variety of 
sources in SB 2 communities. 
•  Absentee Ballots may be used for SB 2.  

 

For Brentwood Voters 
Corrections and Changes to the Budget  
 At the February 6  Budget Hearing, some errors 
were corrected in the computation of prior year budget 
numbers, so the Town Warrant Article tax impact is 
significantly different than what was previously pub-
lished.  Of the $613,832 dollars worth of Town Special 
Warrant Articles coming before the voters, $511,332 
have been recommended by the Budget Committee, 
representing a $109,832 or 27% increase over last year.  
There is also a $20,000 Citizens’ Petition Article that has 
been added to the Warrant, with a tax impact of 4 cents  
per $1000.  Budget Committee voted to not recommend 
this article, and it is therefore not included in the table 
below.   
 The tax impact of all recommended appropri-
ations is revised below.   Details on all the town’s 
Warrant Articles will be heard at Town Meeting on 
Saturday, March 17 at 9:00 AM at Swasey School.   

 On $1000 property valuation, these are the 
Budget Committee recommendations for balanced 
budget voting along with anticipated changes in 
your taxes: 

 0.44%  increase in Town Operations:                        
increase of  3 cents/$1000         
27 % increase in Town Warrant Articles:       
increase of 23 cents/$1000          

 1.5% increase in Swasey School Operations    
increase of 16 cents/$1000          

 Swasey School Warrant Article (2 year Teacher 
Contract):    increase of 11 cents/$1000                     
(12 cents/$1000 additional in year 2) 

 Although the Exeter Regional Coop budget 
also affects our taxes, this Budget Committee has 
no authority over its preparation. Your Coop School 
Board and Budget Advisory Committee have recom-
mended the following:   (See last month’s article 
reviewing the Coop budget and recommendations.) 
 
 2.09% increase in Coop School Operating Budget:        

increase of 50 cents/$1000         
 COOP School Warrant Article (2 year Admin 

Contract):       increase of  1 cent /$1000          

                             (1 cent/$1000 year 2) 
 COOP School Warrant Article (3 year Para 

Contract):   increase of 1 cent /$1000          
(2 cents/$1000 additional per year in years 2 and 3) 

COOP School Warrant Article (2 year Teacher  
              Contract):      increase of 11 cents/$1000          

       (19 cents/$1000 additional in year 2)  
  
 $ 150K Coop School Warrant Article (Maintenance)         

increase of  5 cents/$1000         
__________________________________________ 

 
This is a gross estimate based only on current revenue 
information, and does not reflect unforeseen expenses, 
changes in revenues and new property valuations.   

A YES VOTE on all above items will increase 2012 
taxes an estimated $1.21 per $1000 valuation. 

200K 
Home •$242

300K 
Home •$363

400K 
Home •$484

IF YOU VOTE YES ON ALL 
RECOMMENDED APPROPRIATIONS

 
View the complete Budget Hearing Presentation on 
the town website. 

 For a complete line-by-line 2012 town budget, the 
town and school Warrants, the Budget Hearing slide 
show as well as the Swasey School teacher contract, 
please go to http://www.brentwoodnh.gov/budget.php.     
If you have any questions or need clarification about this 
budget, please call 778-9411 or e-mail me at 
elysegallo@comcast.net.  

             Elyse Seeley, Chair      
                                         Brentwood Budget Committee  

 
 
   Next . . . 

ELECTION DAY 
    Tuesday, March 13 
     8:00 am – 7:00 pm 

       Brentwood Community Center   
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Election Day: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 
Candidates Night offers Brentwood residents a chance to learn more about their future town and school officers 

than they may in any other setting.  With the candidates seated in comfortable chairs facing the audience, the atmosphere 
soon becomes relaxed and candid, and the residents can pick up many interesting tidbits about the work of the various 
boards.  It’s always a special evening, a real opportunity for the citizens who care about learning more about the town, the 
school, and SAU 16.  Our thanks to all the candidates who came to speak at Candidates Night on Wednesday, February 
15. 

Candidates for Brentwood Town Offices 

Seated from left: John Lyon, Robert Sean Hartnett and Phyllis Thompson. 
Standing: Robert Gilbert, Ken Christiansen and William Faria. 

Candidates for Brentwood and Coop School District Positions 

Seated from left: Helen Joyce, Townley Chisholm and Phyllis Thompson. 
Standing: Dianne Vosgien, David Pendell, Susan Canada and Douglas Cowie. 
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ELECTION DAY 

The Election Day Ballots 
Voters will receive three ballots at the Brentwood 

Community Center on Election Day, Tuesday, March 13 
– the Town ballot; the Brentwood School District ballot; 
and the Cooperative School District ballot. 

On the Town Ballot you will first vote for the town 
officers.  Next will be the Zoning Amendments pro-
posed this year.  A full copy of the amendments will be 
available at the polling place.   

On the Brentwood School District Ballot you 
will vote for the Brentwood school officers. 

On both the Town Ballot and the Brentwood 
School Ballot you will also see the “SB2 question,” 

“Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 
(known as SB2) to allow official ballot voting on all 
issues before the Brentwood School District [Town of 
Brentwood] on the second Tuesday of March? 

On the Exeter Region Cooperative School 
District ballot you will vote first for the Coop School 
District officers.  Brentwood voters, like all voters in all 
the towns, are to choose one candidate from each of the 
towns listed.  Then you will turn over the page to vote on 
the Warrant Articles for the Coop District.  Again, 
these are to be voted on by all voters in all the sending 
towns. 

 
The Zoning Amendments 

The following two zoning amendments are recom- 
mended by the Planning Board.  They ask for voter 
support in the adoption of these proposals. 
1.     The first amendment proposal would add the 
following sentence to the existing zoning ordinance – 
Article 300.002.001.005A -- regarding building setbacks:  
Properties located on the commercial/industrial portion 
of Pine Road shall maintain a 50 foot front yard setback 
from edge of right-of-way. 
2.      The second amendment proposal would add the 
following to the existing zoning ordinance regarding  
signs – Article 400.003.004.004 – to read:  A second 
free standing sign may be granted through this condi-
tional use permit if the following conditions are met: 
     1.   The site must have an approved site plan for all   
           activity occurring on the property. 
     2.  The subject parcel must have frontage of three  
           hundred and fifty (350) feet or more to qualify for  
           a second free standing sign. 
     3.  The design and placement of all signs must be  
           designated on a site plan or the location must be      
           described in a recordable instrument. 
     4.  The free standing signs must be separated by at  
           least seventy-five feet to insure that they are  
           viewable from the abutting roadway. 

     5.   Both signs must conform to all other requirements 
           of the Town of Brentwood sign ordinance. 

 3.  By citizens’ petition:  To see if the voters of 
Brentwood will vote to rescind the vote taken at March 9, 
2004 and March 14, 2006 creating Town Center Zone 
District One.    

The Planning Board disapproves of this citizens’ 
petitioned article. 

Following is an explanation from the Planning Board 
about its objection to the complete rescinding of the 
Town Center District votes as requested by the citizens’ 
petition. 

The Brentwood Planning Board has received a 
citizens’ petition to amend the Town’s zoning ordinance.  
This petition advocates repealing the Town Center 
District 1 zone that was prepared by the Planning Board 
in conjunction with a volunteer citizens group several 
years ago.   

The Planning Board is not in support of this 
proposed zoning amendment for several reasons.  The 
District is envisioned as an area with mixed commercial 
and residential uses aimed at providing services to the 
population of Brentwood.  Repealing this district by 
citizen’s petition will remove commercial property rights 
from many land owners now allowed to undertake 
commercial enterprises.  There is no clear statement in 
the petition describing how the land will be zoned if this 
amendment passes but perhaps the intent is to return to 
the zoning designations found on the properties as they 
existed before the Town Center District 1 was adopted.  
In this case some of the property owners will retain 
commercial/industrial zoning rights and others will lose 
those rights and revert to the residential agricultural 
designation.  The Planning Board is concerned that 
many of the property owners that will be stripped of their 
commercial rights may be completely unaware of the 
impact of this proposal.   

The advocates of this petition have expressed 
discontent with but a few of the standards found in the 
present Town Center District 1 requirements.  The 
Planning Board agrees that some of these issues should 
be re-evaluated and perhaps amended in a less radical 
approach than repeal of the District.  Because the intent 
of the district is to allow reasonable commercial activity 
in an area of Town that has a large residential compo-
nent, the Planning Board favors an approach that 
includes reasoned review of any troubling sections of the 
present ordinance and a thoughtful preparation of 
amendments to accomplish any necessary changes to 
the Town Center District. 

The Planning Board encourages the voters to 
defeat this petitioned zoning amendment and enable the 
Planning Board to re-evaluate the existing ordinance and 
propose any zoning amendments that seem appropriate 
at a subsequent Town Meeting. 

             Brentwood Planning Board 
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 Statements from the Candidates  
 All candidates were invited to provide statements 
for inclusion in the Brentwood Newsletter.  Our thanks to 
those who put their thoughts into words to be passed on 
to the community. – Editor. 

 Jane Byrne, running for Selectman.  I have 
been a Brentwood resident for nearly 47 years.  My 
husband, Red Byrne and I raised our two children here 
and have been active Brentwood’s volunteers all those 
years.  He served as volunteer fireman, a fire ward and 
almost 25 years as Fire Chief.  

I started my Town service as a member of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Brentwood Fire Department, 
which I continue today.  I have been on the Brentwood 
Budget Committee as a member at large, as the secre-
tary, the Selectmen’s representative and as chairwoman, 
and have also served ten years on the Planning Board.  I 
am just completing my third non-consecutive term as 
your Selectman.  Over the last three years we have 
developed new personnel policies and successfully 
brought to completion Brentwood’s first Town-owned 
Fire House.  We approved with the Conservation Com-
mission the protection of the Lyford property.  It is now 
protected from development and will be preserved in 
perpetuity as prime farm land.  

In the difficult fiscal times this board, working in 
a team effort with department heads, dedicated employ-
ees, and the Budget Committee, has been able to con-
trol the growth of the tax rate and this past year reduce 
the rate.  I would like to continue to encourage this team 
effort in guiding the Town into the future.  I am commit-
ted to continuing the open and professional delivery of 
services to all the residents of Brentwood.  

Ken Christiansen, for Selectman.  My wife 
Ellen and I have lived at 9 Cross Drive since 1998, after I 
was transferred by my employer the National Council on 
Compensation Insurance (NCCI).  I retired in 2004.  
During my career I served in the United States Air Force 
for 21 years and 25 years with NCCI and held various 
management positions.   

I served four years on the budget committee and 
the first three years I was able to have the submitted 
budget for the Swasey School through the committee 
process, which was accepted all three sessions with only 
minor adjustments.  The fourth year was not successful 
and was voted for as submitted. 

The education of our children is very important 
to all of us, as is the health and welfare of our town 
employees.  We need to retain those who have done so 
much for Brentwood.  I feel strongly that we as a 
community can achieve equality for our school and our 
town employees, at the same time holding taxes down, 
with the right mix of management on the Board of 
Selectmen.  

Robert Sean Hartnett, for Selectman.  I moved 
 to Brentwood over eight years ago with my wife and 
children.  We were attracted to Brentwood’s charm, 

beauty, and excellent schools, and as Selectman I will 
do my best to preserve those qualities while maintaining 
fiscal responsibility.  When dealing with any challenge, I 
like to review things from all angles, take account of the 
resources available, and figure out the best way to 
resolve that challenge efficiently without just throwing 
money at the situation. 
 Originally from New Jersey, I was a volunteer 
EMT for 12 years and served as a line officer for some of 
that time.  I have 25 years’ experience working in the IT 
industry and currently own my own small business, 
Beebop Technologies.  I am employed at Swasey where 
I provide technical support to students and staff.  I also 
provide technical support to our town library.  I have 
three children in the school system; one attends 
Swasey, one is at the Seacoast Charter School, and one 
at CMS.  I would welcome the challenge of serving the 
community as Selectman. 

 William (Bill) Faria, for Municipal Budget 
Committee.  My name is William (Bill) Faria and I am 
running for re-election to the Municipal Budget 
Committee this year.  If elected, this will be my second 
full term on the Budget Committee.  My position in 
representing the town is a simple one:  I am representing 
all of the taxpayers in attempting to provide the best 
possible services, at the least cost, while being fair to the 
employees who provide those services.  I was asked to 
keep this brief, so here it is:  look at your last tax bill 
(down $.85 per thousand this year) and know that I will 
continue to work to keep any increases reasonable. 

John Lyon, for Municipal Budget Committee. 
I am a candidate for one of the two 3-year terms as a 
member of the Municipal Budget Committee, to which I 
was appointed this past November.  I have lived in 
Brentwood for 10 years.  I am an accountant who has 
worked in industry with engineers, scientists and manu-
facturers for many years and who is now retired.  My 
tasks were as an industry accountant which included 
developing and analyzing budgets, doing cost control on 
many projects and preparing cost proposals for new 
business.  These are similar to the efforts that are put 
forth in Town Government by the Budget Committee.  
Having worked with engineers, this has also provided 
me with technical abilities which can be used effectively 
with many of the town operations.  My efforts on the 
Budget Committee will be to focus on keeping the 
present tax rate as close to the present one as possible, 
while keeping the current services provided to the 
Brentwood taxpayers. 

 Phyllis Thompson, for Town Clerk/Tax 
Collector.  I was first appointed Town Clerk in 1979 and 
Tax Collector in 1980.  In 1987 the positions were com-
bined and I have been fortunate to serve for the past 33 
years.  I was first responsible for $50,000 of motor 
vehicle registrations, which have grown to over 
$700,000.  I was responsible for collecting $453,000 in 
tax revenue and am currently responsible for collecting  

                                            Continued on the next page 
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Continued from page 7 

over $10,000,000.  I now manage a deputy and a clerk. 
In the past three years we have implemented mail-in 
notices for registrations, on-line renewals for registra-
tions, dog licensing and property taxes.  Credit and debit 
cards can now be used for paying property taxes. 

 I will continue to work hours that are convenient 
for the residents of Brentwood, including Saturday morn-
ings and Tuesday evenings.  I have been a long time 
member of the NH Town and City Clerks Association 
and have served on the Executive Board since 2005.  I 
am a member of the NH Cities and Town Tax Collection 
Association.  These organizations are instrumental in 
keeping us educated with the ever changing laws for 
both the Town Clerks and Tax Collectors.  I look forward 
to the opportunity to continue to serve this community. 

 Dianne Vosgien, for Brentwood School Board. 
 I am currently retired from Verizon Communications 
where I held the position of Financial Analyst.  I have two 
grown children who have had the great fortune to have 
attended all SAU 16 schools.  I believe the children are 
our future and I am committed to maintaining the high 
standards that have been set at the Swasey Central 
School as well as being fiscally responsible to the Brent-
wood taxpayers.  It would be an honor and a privilege to 
serve the Brentwood students and taxpayers for the next 
three years.  

 Margaret Bishop of Exeter, running for Coop 
District School Board.  I will always demonstrate and 
encourage ongoing communication among board mem-
bers, other boards, students, staff and the community.  
My efforts would center on serving all the children in the 
community.  One child is no more important than ano-
ther.  We are a diverse community.  All stakeholders – 
parents, district personnel, as well as students – must be 
partners if we are to be successful.  Our children and 
their education are a shared responsibility.  Anyone that 
comes before a school board has the right to be heard, 
not just to speak.   

 Townley Chisholm of Exeter, for Coop Dist. 
School Board.   Public school education is about oppor-
tunity, opportunity for our children to build the educations 
they will need to compete in an increasingly crowded, 
complex and competitive world.  I have been a teacher 
all my adult life.  For the past six years I have been 
working to increase the quality of education offered to all 
levels of students at CMS and EHS.  Progress has been 
slow but with a new, highly committed superintendent 
and two new principals, the stage is set to make real 
progress.  If elected, I will work to set our best teachers 
free to teach as they think best and to inspire teachers 
who are tired to remember that there is no more impor-
tant job in the world than giving young people a chance 
to get excited about learning.  We have had too many 
top-down, distracting initiatives that take teachers' time 
away from preparing inspiring lessons.  Let's allow our 

teachers to teach and give them real appreciation when 
they do it superbly, as many of our teachers do. 

 Helen Joyce of Stratham, for Coop Dist. 
School Board.  I am a retired educator, having worked 
for over 30 years as a middle and high school teacher 
and administrator.  My goal as a board member is to 
support the towns’ efforts to provide our children with a 
quality program, one that will prepare them for high 
school and beyond, while still being sensitive to the 
economic needs of our taxpayers.  Since my retirement, 
I have volunteered at both the elementary and high 
schools, chaired the SAU 16 Strategic Planning Commu-
nications Committee and served on the Coop. Middle 
School Principal Search Committee in 2011.  My hope is 
that my background would prove helpful to the Board 
and enable me to make a real contribution. 

 Alicia Heslop of Newfields, for Coop Dist. 
School Board.  I reside in Newfields with my husband 
and three children, a fifth grader and twins in the third 
grade.  When we were looking to move our very young 
family eight years ago, we were drawn to the Exeter 
area due to the fantastic schools and the beauty of the 
surrounding area.  While my husband has been a 
member of the SAU 16 Budget Advisory Committee for 
the past few years, I too have an interest in contributing 
my time and expertise to our great education system. 

Professionally, I was employed in finance industry for 
almost 20 years researching and analyzing companies, 
as well as assessing their financials.  I look forward to 
putting these skills to work for our school system, in the 
best practical sense, for both the students and the 
taxpayers of our community. 

Susan Canada of Stratham, for ERCSD 
Budget Advisory Committee.  I have previously served 
on the Stratham School Board and continue to be a 
member of the Financial Advisory Committee for the 
Stratham Memorial School.  The Exeter Region Coop-
erative School District budget is the single largest budget 
residents of SAU 16 vote on.  Since its beginning, the 
Budget Advisory Committee has worked hard to develop 
budgets that fulfill the policies set by the School Board, 
while keeping in mind the taxpayers who must approve 
them.  It has been a wonderful opportunity for me to 
learn about the issues and concerns of voters in the 
other towns.  

David Pendell of East Kingston, for ERCSD 
Budget Advisory Committee.   I have been a member 
of the Coop Budget Advisory Committee since its 
inception five years ago.  Having served in the capacity 
as a Selectman, Planning Board Member, Rec Commit-
tee Member, and an Alternate Library Trustee for the 
Town of East Kingston, I understand why it is important 
to challenge ourselves to scrutinize every dollar in each 
budget.  We all want the best value for our dollar.  I am 
currently only a member of the Budget Committee which 
puts together the budget with the largest impact to our  
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taxes.  It is a diverse group, and every individual repre-
sents a different demographic.  I welcome any questions 
or comments at mer4twins2@comcast.net 

Charles Tucker, for Exeter Region Coopera-
tive School District Moderator.  I have been Moderator 
since the District began in 1996.  Most important to the 
job is an attitude of neutrality. As a voter, I certainly have 
my own opinion, but I am able most of the time to keep it 
a secret from the Meeting.  I attempt to let everyone ask 
their questions and give their opinions while trying to 
keep the Meeting from going so long that people quit 
from boredom.  Important as well is knowledge of the 
law governing the deliberative Sessions where the Meet-
ing’s ability to amend Articles is limited, and differs given 
the natures of the Article.  I am also in charge, along with 
the Town Clerks, the School District Clerk, and the Mod-
erators of all the Towns, in running the voting on the Co-
op’s Warrant, and certifying the results of the voting. 

 

A Word about SB2 
On this year’s ballot will be a petition warrant arti-

cle for the adoption of RSA 40:13, better known as SB-2. 
The Selectmen are unanimously recommending that 
Brentwood voters reject the adoption of RSA 40:13, the 
law better known as SB-2.  A “no” vote will retain our 
current form of government which has served the town 
well for over 250 years, and which we believe is best for 
future years as well. 

New Hampshire law defines us, the voters, as the 
legislative body.  As such, we are charged with fashion-
ing, debating and voting on the articles of the annual 
Warrant which effectively establish the initiatives and set 
the budgets for both the town and the school. 

Comparing the two forms of government, under 
both the several departments and the school develop the 
articles they wish to present.  These are scrutinized by 
both the Selectmen and the Municipal Budget Commit-
tee at public meetings which anyone may attend.  
Change and compromise often take place at these meet-
ings.  Both the Selectmen and the Budget Committee 
vote to recommend, or not recommend, the articles. 

Under our present form of government, two deci-
sive meetings are held, the School District Meeting and 
Town Meeting.  At those, the several articles are dis-
cussed by the legislative body.  That discussion can be 
warm at times, with reasonable people having strong 
and differing opinions and motivations.  It is not always 
comfortable, but the democratic process was not de-
signed to be comfortable but to produce the best results 
for the most people.  Articles can be and are amended in 
this process, and then we vote yea or nay.  While this is 
usually by voice and/or show of hands, if five voters 
make a written request for it, any article may be voted 
via secret ballot. 

Under SB-2, two non-decisive meetings are held, 
one for the school and one for the town.  They take 
place over a month earlier.  What takes place at those 
meetings differs little from what presently takes place, 
except that all the discussions (sometimes passionate) 
are effectively over and done with.  The articles of the 
Warrant then appear on the ballot, to be voted on yea or 
nay on the second Tuesday in March. 

The voters will be those who were at the meetings 
plus many others who were not, who could or would not 
participate, who did not hear the reasoning behind the 
information.  This makes your Selectmen uneasy about 
the process.  Also, the long period between the delibera-
tive sessions and the vote can give rise to pure politick-
ing by groups having special interests.  The well-
financed and loudest voice then has the opportunity to 
sway votes, and we feel that would be an unfortunate 
development in our democratic process.  

This petition has come before the Town on three 
previous occasions.  This requires a public hearing and 
in the past there was no one in attendance to speak in 
favor of the article, but below are opinions from those 
present who spoke in opposition to SB-2: 

    ●  Most of the towns in the area that have adopted it 
do not like and have had petitions to reverse it.  

    ●  Once you adopt SB-2 it is almost impossible to get 
rid of it. 

    ●   At the Cooperative School’s deliberative session to 
discuss a budget of approximately $50 million, of a pos-
sible 23,972 registered voters there were only about 50 
in attendance.  Of those 50, only about 7 or 8 did not 
belong to a committee or board. 

    ●  SB-2 allows for a lot more uninformed voters to 
vote on the issues; it allows people to vote when they 
don’t even know what they are voting for or against. 

    ●  The good thing about Town Meeting is that there 
are a lot of different people in attendance that provide a 
lot of different angles on the issues.  If you arrive and are 
not well versed on the warrant articles that are being 
addressed, you’ll hear all kinds of opinions and lots of 
opinions and lots of questions will be asked that will 
make the decision to vote yes or no much easier. 

    ●   SB-2 promotes quickie, special interest warrant 
articles and you’re basing your vote on the way the war-
rant article is worded without possibly hearing both sides 
of it. 

Please vote “no” to the adoption of RSA 40:13 
on both the School District ballot and the Town of Brent-
wood ballot at the polls at the Community Center on 
Tuesday, March 13. 

The Selectmen 
Andrew Artimovich, Jeffrey Bryan, Jane Byrne,  
David Menter and Michael Hubbard 
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To the Editor 
Brentwood Citizen Petitioned Warrant Articles 

RSA 40:13 (a.k.a SB 2.) is back.  Why? It is time 
to address the unintended consequences of exclusion-
nary bias inherent in the Town Meeting process. 

SB 2 allows all registered voters the oppor-
tunity to have their voice heard. Here’s how it works. 
Under New Hampshire Law RSA 40:13; SB 2 must hold 
a deliberative session where the budget is presented 
and questions from the public are entertained. The 
budget may also be amended just like Town Meeting. 
The only difference: all registered voters would cast 
their vote in the private confines of a voting booth on the 
second Tuesday in March from 8:00 am-7:00 pm or by 
absentee ballot.      

The inclusion of absentee ballots under SB 2 
rectifies years of unintended exclusionary law by 
allowing those serving our military a voice in their 
town’s politics. SB 2’s provision for absentee ballots is 
the town meeting’s Achilles ‘heel. 

Opponents of SB 2 argue, “other towns (depart-
ments or Selectmen) in the area that adopted SB 2 do 
not like it.” Challengers to SB 2 acknowledge once SB 2 
is “adopted it is almost impossible to get rid of.”  Of 
course politicians and employees of the town and school 
districts grimace at the prospect of Brentwood becoming 
an SB 2 town. Why? Because it shifts control form the 
special interests that have a vested interest in town and 
school district affairs and restores power to the many not 
the few. SB 2 is successful which explains why the few 
are unable to garner enough votes to overturn it once 
adopted.     

Opponents claim SB 2 will produce a more unin-
formed electorate. They assume that when the citizens 
support all town and school district warrant articles and 
budgets the constituency is informed, however if the 
same citizenry choose not to support all town and school 
district warrant articles and budgets the people are 
uninformed.  This is nothing more than convoluted 
hyperbole absent of any rational reason. 

Contained in this year’s Exeter Region Cooper-
ative School District annual report is statistics on last 
year’s voter turnout. Brentwood had 2,661 registered 
voters yet only 181 attended the town meeting. Each of 
the other five districts that use the SB 2 voting format, 
"showed a greater voter participation" than Brentwood. 
A vote for SB 2 will afford the many a voice in their town 
and school district politics. 

Also on the ballot is a Citizens’ Petition, to tele-
vise the Town of Brentwood’s public meetings. Just like 
Exeter’s local channel 22. We believe activating our own 
local channel will allow the electorate to view these 
meetings at their convenience providing valuable infor-
mation and true accountability to the taxpayers of 
Brentwood.  

A citizens petition to remove the parking signs 
from Crawley Falls Rd. There is no reason to keep no 
parking signs since on Crawley Falls Rd since the 
citizens of Brentwood approved a new fire station for the 
Fireman’s Association to occupy.  

We ask the citizens of Brentwood please con-
sider the above Citizen Petitions. 

     Thank You,  
                    Jim Berlo & Jim Johnson 
 

 

To the Editor 
 I would like to consider the Citizen's Petition that 

was put on both the school and town ballots this year in 
order to adopt RSA 40:13 and change the voting method 
to SB-2 in Brentwood.  This has come up several times 
in Brentwood during my family's 22 years of residence 
here, and each time I voted against this type of govern-
ment system.  I promised myself this time I would again 
try and look at both sides of this issue before voting.  I'm 
not dismayed if citizens put up a petition independent of 
governing board: kudos to them for having the initiative.  
I've done it a few times myself when I thought something 
important enough to stick my neck out.  

The appeal of SB-2 is giving more residents a 
vote at their convenience - it's simple as that.  Since the 
polls during elections are opened from 8AM to 7PM, 
people can come in at their leisure, or they can get an 
absentee ballot.  In general we have about between 400-
550 voters voting in local elections every year, some-
times more and sometimes less.  We can get twice as 
many during primaries and presidential elections.  At the 
polls you get to vote no or yes on the ballot: those are 
the only choices.  In an SB-2 system you would vote no 
or yes on what was decided at a prior meeting, a 
Deliberative Session in a town meeting style, by a small 
number of Brentwood residents.   I expect a Deliberative 
Session would not be very well attended.  The Deliber-
ative session that considers our Exeter Coop 50-million- 
dollar budget has about 20-25 people each year, and 
only 7 or 8 are from Brentwood!   

So in an SB-2 system you would have the Board 
of Selectmen / School Board and the Budget Committee 
preparing the budgets in meetings all year, then these 
warrants would go to the Deliberative Session to be 
voted on or modified by a small number of residents who 
may or may not be informed, and then their decisions 
would go on the ballot for Brentwood voters to make a 
yes or no decision during local elections.  In our town 
that would translate to about 150 more voters than those 
who attend Town Meetings now.  With our current 
system, Board-prepared budgets go directly to the voters 
at Town Meeting and School District Meeting, without 
any middle management.  The raw material gets dis-
cussed, changed, questioned, and then decided in a 
vote then and there.  At Town Meetings, depending upon 
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 Continued from page 10  
the issues, we get between 250-400 voters, and more 
when there's a bond or a ballot box issue. 

I've been on several Town and School Com-
mittees over the years, and attended Town Meetings 
and Deliberative Sessions.  I've also missed one or two 
of these important meetings due to conflicts, and missed 
an opportunity to vote those years.  This is a big deal, as 
I'm one of those people who cares about the dollars and 
cents spent in Brentwood and the services provided.  It 
comes down to this for me: as a citizen and as a town 
official I have grown to trust the Town Meeting process.  
When accurate information is presented along with the 
Warrant, I feel comfortable that the important questions 
will come up and be processed by a good number of 
neighbors from a variety of points of view.  One neighbor 
will make a point, another will clarify and yet another will 
challenge.  Some will be persuaded, others will be con-
firmed… and then we vote: the work of democracy gets 
done.  Maybe it's not by everyone in town, but that 
doesn't happen at the polls either by any stretch.  Maybe 
I won't even be present to vote at times.  But as long as 
the information coming down to voters is accurate, hon-
est and thorough, and it isn't subject to "spinning" by any 
middlemen, I can trust the process of Town Meeting and 
I can live with the decisions made by my informed 
neighbors.  

So, after careful consideration, I will be voting 
NO on the ballot questions to adopt RSA 40:13 known 
as SB-2.  
                                                 Elyse Seeley 

 
To the Editor 

With March right around the corner, the Exeter 
Education Association would like to take this opportunity 
to share with you some important information about the 
current proposed teacher contract on the Cooperative 
School District voting ballot.  This contract represents 
255 teachers who have currently been without a contract 
for two years.  Two key components that have hindered 
public support before were medical benefits and the re-
quested amount of salary increase.  

At the negotiation table EEA took those concerns 
into consideration when they met with the board mem-
bers from the Cooperative School Board who represent 
the taxpayers within the six sending communities.  We 
feel that the current proposal that is being presented to 
you has taken into account those concerns, is fair, and 
has been recommended for approval by both board and 
the budget advisory committee.  

Contract Highlights:  

A change in health insurance contribution from the 
employee resulted in significant savings to the district 
and the taxpayers for next year and years to come. 

(84/16 split after two years, currently at 12% for employ-
ees) 

The proposed contract is a two-year contract in-
stead of a three-year contract (2.15% salary increase 
each year). 

Contract supports 255 teachers!  We are a large 
organization.  

Annual increase per household ranges from $0.73 
to $4.64 per week when broken down further.  

The teachers within the Cooperative do not con-
sider their job ending directly after student dismissal. 
Many hours are spent after school volunteering time to-
wards chaperoning extra-curricular field trips, after-
school clubs, drama presentations and practices, danc-
es, intramural sports, and Open House and transi-tional 
parent nights at both EHS and CMS.  In addition to those 
services provided to the students, we also take pride in 
our profession and volunteer our time towards district 
curriculum committee work as well.  

At this critical time, we ask the community mem-
bers to consider the impact two years without a raise; an 
increase in the employee retirement contribution, and an 
increase of the cost of living has had on our teachers.  
Without a contract it will become increasingly difficult to 
attract and retain quality educators to our district, and 
time spent volunteering for clubs and activities may need 
to be impacted as a result of several teachers acquiring 
second jobs or making arrangements to leave the dis-
trict.   We strive for the best because our communities 
demand it.  We are in need of your support to help con-
tinue providing quality education.  

           Exeter Education Association 

 

 

 

   Next . . . 
            TOWN MEETING 

Saturday, March 17, 9:00 am 
Swasey Central School Gymnasium 
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From the Town Moderator 
Rules of Procedure for 

Brentwood’s Town Meeting 
 

 The State of New Hampshire’s RSAs provide 
enough information about the “Role of the Moderator at 
Town Meeting” and the “Rules of Procedure” to fill this 
entire Newsletter.  This article will be a summary.  A 
more detailed Rules of Procedure will be available at the 
Voter Registration Desk the day of Town Meeting 
(Saturday, March 17, 9 AM, Swasey School). 

 RSA 40:4 requires the Moderator “to preside at 
town meetings, regulate the business thereof, decide 
questions of order, and make a public declaration of 
every vote passed.” 

 RSA 40:4 also provides that the Moderator “may 
prescribe rules of proceeding but such rules may be 
altered by the town” (the townspeople who are present). 
This means that the Moderator has full control over 
procedure used at town meetings.  Actions taken and 
rulings made by the Moderator under the extensive 
powers granted by this statute may not be reversed 
except by vote of the meeting at which the ruling is 
made.  Therefore, one rule that is legally binding is that a 
Moderator must conduct the meeting in such a way that 
voters who wish to do so are given an opportunity to 
move to overrule the Moderator. 

 “Strict adherence to any set of rules for parlia-
mentary procedure is not required, nor recommended.” 
So we will be using the Moderator’s rules -- not Robert’s 
Rules or any other complex parliamentary rules. 

 Consequently, I have started each Town Meeting 
by saying the following: 

(1)  This is YOUR Town Meeting.  YOU determine the 
length of discussion and when to recess or adjourn.  
YOU determine any need for a Continued Town 
Meeting. 

(2)  You may participate in discussion and voting only if 
you are a Registered Voter in the Town of Brentwood.  If 
you are not listed on the Voter Checklist then an affirm-
ative vote of the voters present is required for you to 
participate in discussion…but discussion only. 

(3)  When you wish to speak, please come to a floor 
mike, and when I recognize you, please hold your Voters 
Card high and state your name and Brentwood address. 

(4)  “Calling the Question”:  When does this happen? 
Generally out of frustration when there has been a 
lengthy discussion and townspeople wish to stop dis-
cussing and vote.  Rarely is “Calling the Question” used 
to stifle discussion…but that can happen.  My style as 
Moderator is to see that all sides of an issue are present-
ed, but also to join you in not wanting discussion to go 
on and on…and on.  So I will try and sense where you 
are, occasionally offer my sense of where you are (and 

you can disagree with my ‘sense’ and occasionally do !), 
and eventually I ask if you are ready for a vote to “Close 
Discussion.”  If the majority of you wish to continue 
discussion…we continue.  

A few additional “basic rules”: 

● Restricting Consideration.  You may vote after each 
article to restrict reconsideration of the vote or votes 
taken.  This protects the action taken from being undone 
or changed later in the meeting, and this vote may not 
be reconsidered. ( RSA 40:1 ) 

● Discussion through the Moderator.  From my 
School Moderator friend Doug Cowie --"All discussion 
and questions will be to and through the Moderator.  
Passionate debate is allowed (and expected!), however 
you are also expected to disagree without being disa-
greeable.  Remember, you are entitled to an answer to 
your question and one of my tasks is to direct your ques-
tion to someone who can answer it.  However, there is 
no requirement that you like or agree with the answer." 

● Amendments to Amendments.  These are not 
allowed.  If you wish to further amend an article you 
must do so after the prior amendment has been dealt 
with. 

● Closing Debate.  Motions to close debate or to Move 
the Question will only be accepted by the Moderator 
after everyone in line to speak has had at least one 
opportunity to speak.  To that end, even that motion 
must be made from the microphone.  

● 3 Minute Limit.  To allow everyone the opportunity to 
speak I request that you keep your comments within a 3 
minute limit each time you are recognized.  

● Two-Thirds Vote.  In New Hampshire only warrant 
articles involving issuing bonds or notes require a 2/3rds 
majority vote (RSA 33:8 or 33-B:2).  All others require 
only require a simple majority…except…that I ask for a 
2/3 vote to “Close Debate” and to “Reconsider a 
Question.” 

 Outside New England, many across the USA look 
at the New England Town Meeting system as something 
quite unique…as a place where democratic spirit 
prevails …as a place where each of us is a potential 
legislator conducting business through our Town 
Meeting.  Some have referred to Town Meetings as “the 
best example of pure democracy.” 

    Dick Chamberlain 
    Brentwood Town Moderator 
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The Town Meeting Warrant Articles 

There are 19 warrant articles to be considered this 
year.  Following are brief summaries of them.  All articles 
involving money expenditures are recommended by the 
Selectmen and the Budget Committee unless otherwise 
noted.  Non-money articles do not require a recommen-
dation.  All require a majority vote to pass, unless other-
wise noted. 

1.  $1,000 to provide funding to SeaCare Health Ser-
vices. 

2.   Raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s rec-
ommended sum of $2,731,291 for general municipal 
operations.  The Selectmen recommend $2,734,721. 
This article does not include appropriations in special or 
individual articles addressed separately.  

3.   $30,500 to fund a mosquito control program. 

4.   $50,000 to be added to the existing Capital Reserve 
Fund for the replacement of fire and rescue vehicles. 

5.  $35,000 to replace pagers and radios for the Fire De-
partment. 

6.    To replace computers in the Fire Station and to 
raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s recom-
mended sum of $2,000 for the purpose.   Selectmen 
recommend the sum of $4,500. 

7.   $32,000 for the purchase of a police cruiser and re-
lated equipment.  The Police Special Details Revolving 
Fund balance of $15,000 will be withdrawn for this pur-
pose, the remaining $17,000 to come from taxation. 

8.    $20,000 to be added to the existing Capital Reserve 
Fund for the repair of town bridges. 

9.    $250,000 to repair roads. 

10.   $50,000 to be added to the existing Capital Re-
serve Fund for the purchase of highway vehicles and 
related equipment. 

11.  $50,000 to establish a Capital Reserve Fund for the 
purpose of the maintenance of town-owned buildings. 

12.   Recommended by Selectmen, Not Recommended 
by Budget Committee.   $50,000 to establish a Capital 
Reserve Fund for building an addition to the Highway 
Building. 

13.   Recommended by Selectmen, Not Recommended 
by Budget Committee.  $50,000 to establish a Capital 
Reserve Fund for constructing a new building for salt 
and sand storage. 

14.  $5,832 for salary and payroll expenses associated 
with a Grant for a Speed Enforcement Patrol Project, for 
the period May 1—September 15, 2012.  Contingent 
upon receipt of the 100% funded Grant by the NH High-
way Safety Agency. 

15.  Submitted by petition.  Not Recommended by the 
Selectmen or the Budget Committee.  Use up to $20,000 
of the cable franchise fees to set up using the cable 
channel to show the Selectmen, planning board, conser-
vation commission and zoning board of adjustment 
meetings as well as to allow citizens to have program-
ming on the Brentwood channel. 

16.  Submitted by petition.  Request that the No Parking 
signs adjacent to Musso property on Crawley Falls Road 
be removed since there is no longer need for such traffic 
controls. 

17.  Submitted by petition.  To see if the Town will re-
scind the Nepotism Policy that the Board of Selectmen 
put into effect on December 27, 2011. 

18.  To hear reports and recommendations . . . . 

19.  To transact any other business . . . .  

                                    Compiled by Linda Rousseau 

 
From the Selectmen 

Budget Facts 
On the warrant are articles to establish two capital 

reserve funds and to fund each with $50,000.  These 
were both recommended by the Board of Selectmen but 
are not being recommended by the Budget Committee.  
One is for an addition to the highway shed, as the Joint 
Loss Committee has cited several concerns at the cur-
rent shed, and the board is in support of remedying 
those issues before someone gets hurt.  The other is to 
construct a building for the storage of salt and sand. 

 The State is mandating that all salt and sand be 
loaded indoors by 2018.  Beginning this capital reserve 
fund now will ensure that the funds are available and 
construction may be concluded to meet this obligation.  
Each project will cost approximately $180,000 upon 
completion.   

We would also like to address the 2012 budget.  
We had to make some very difficult decisions in order to 
keep the 2011 budget level, the most difficult of which 
was to impose salary freezes for our town employees.  
We have worked diligently with the Budget Committee 
and department heads to present operating budgets with 
little to no increases over the last three years.  This year 
was no exception, but the Board of Selectmen did ap-
prove a slightly higher operating budget than the budget 
committee’s recommended figure.  The difference be-
tween the two budgets is $3429 or 0.13%.  

This figure represents merit increases above the 
2% COLA that was discussed early in the budget sea-
son.  The New Hampshire Retirement System increased 
employee contributions 2%, from 5% to 7%.  Essentially, 
the 2% COLA offset the increased contribution for re- 
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Continued from page 13 

tirement,  leaving full time employees without any 
increase.  The Selectmen approved 3% merit increases 
in addition to the 2% COLA in various departments, as 
the Town is lucky to have a team of hard-working, dedi-
cated individuals who demonstrate daily their commit-
ment to the Town and its residents.  The Board will be 
making a motion to amend the Budget Committee’s 
recommended budget to include these merit increases.  
We hope you will join us in thanking them for a job well 
done! 

           The Selectmen 
Andrew Artimovich, Jeffrey Bryan, Jane Byrne, 
David Menter and Michael Hubbard 

End of Town Business Meetings 

Dedication of Town Report 

Marilyn Morehead holds the Town Report for the year 2011 as 
she stands with Selectmen Michael Hubbard, Jeff Bryan, Andy 
Artimovitch, David Menter and Jane Byrne.  The report was 
dedicated to her for her 30 years of outstanding service at the 
Mary E. Bartlett Library, the last 25 as its Director. 

 

Fire Prevention Winners Announced 

The Brentwood Fire Department has begun 
distributing life safety devices to residents who partici-
pated and entered drawings during the fire station open 
houses that were held last year.  Several smoke detec-
tors, carbon monoxide alarms and fire extinguishers 
were obtained through a FEMA grant and discounts 
offered by Lowes of Epping.   Fire Department personnel 
will be delivering and ensuring proper installation to each 
award recipient this month. 

Congratulations to the following winners: Greg 
and Cheryl Walsh of Fellows Road, Ben Hyman of Haigh 
Road, Tim Sherman of Lake Road, Keith Copeland of 

South Road, Pat McCluskey of Scrabble Road, Carole 
Wilson of Haigh Road, Anne Atwater of Dalton Road, 
Beatrice DeLisle of Dalton Road, Peter Kamberelis of 
Haigh Road and Bonnie Hunt of Middle Road. 

We are hoping to expand this program to achieve 
the goal of knowing that every resident in town has the 
basic life-saving devices it should have.  Feel free to 
contact us at 642-8132 and we will post updates in 
upcoming issues. 
          Gary M. Raymond for the 
                              Brentwood Fire Department 

 

New High School Principal Named 

On behalf of the Exeter Region Cooperative 
School Board, I am happy to announce that Mr. Sean 
Kiley has been selected as the new Principal of Exeter 
High School.  He will formally begin his duties on July 2, 
2012. 

The School Board joins me in extending sincere 
thanks to the members of the Principal Search Commit-
tee and to all of those individuals who participated in 
various phases of the selection process.  Your hard work 
and your willingness to share your comments, thoughts, 
and perspectives are very much appreciated. 

Choosing a principal for a school is an extremely 
important task.  I am confident that Mr. Kiley will make a 
smooth transition to EHS and build on the wonderful 
foundation that is in place here.  Please join me in 
welcoming him among us. 

   Michael Morgan 
                                     Superintendent, SAU 16 

Notes from the Democratic Committee 
At the February 6 Democratic caucus meeting, the 

following individuals were elected to serve: 

Chair   Eric Turer       eturer@jsi.com 

Vice-Chair  Robert Gilbert   r.v.gilbert@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Emily Schmalzer   schmalzer1@comcast.net 

Secretary  Liz McConnell   lizmc99@yahoo.com 

Delegate  Eugene Orcutt   orcu416@comcast.net 

 The date of the next meeting will be Monday, 
April 2, 2012 at the Mary Bartlett Memorial Library, 
7:00pm.  We would like a well-attended meeting as 
primary season is fast approaching and Democrats on 
the state and national level need our support. 

   Liz McConnell 
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Report from Your State Representative 
        Let‘s start this month’s column with a pop quiz. 
Question: Which of the following activities cannot be 
undertaken by adults in New Hampshire without first 
getting permission from the government? 
     a. walking down the street while openly carrying a 

    loaded handgun 
b. purchasing and using fireworks 
c. purchasing 50 cases of liquor at a highway-side 
    liquor store 
d. making s’mores with your kids in the backyard 
e. none of the above 
The correct answer is “d”. 

Let me be the first to confess my sins.  I am 
guilty of multiple counts of having an unpermitted fire in 
the fire pit in my backyard.  Yes, the current law in New 
Hampshire treats small fires in backyard fire pits in the 
same manner as it does the burning of large brush piles, 
in that a burn permit from the local fire department -- 
good for one calendar year and available at no cost -- is 
required. 

House Bill 1711 sought to create an exemption for 
small cooking fires, defined as:   “For purposes of this 
paragraph, “category one fire” means a small controlled 
fire, such as a camp or cooking fire, no greater than 2 
feet in diameter within a ring of fire resistant material or 
in a permanent or portable fireplace.” 

This bill was defeated by a 135-186 margin.  The 
opponents of this bill (I was not one of them) argued that 
by obtaining a permit, the fire department will be able to 
recognize false alarms before sending the fire trucks and 
paramedics to your house, in the event your neighbor 
calls 911 to report smoke coming from your property.  
That makes sense until you consider the alternative 
scenario where your house actually is on fire and your 
vigilant neighbor places that 911 call 

“911, what is your emergency?” 
“I think my neighbor’s house at 63 Lyford Lane might be 
on fire.  I see smoke coming through the trees from his 
backyard.” 
“63 Lyford Lane, you say?  That’s the MacMahon 
residence.  I see here on my screen that they have a 
burn permit for their fire pit.  That must be the smoke 
you’re seeing.  But, hey, thanks for the call.”  (click) 

My support for this bill was based upon the 
same principle behind my support for previously voted 
on bills that I wrote about last month.  That is the strong 
belief that the people of New Hampshire, by an 
overwhelming majority, can be trusted to act in a safe an 
responsible fashion.  I refuse to support legislation 
affecting or punishing this vast majority based on the 
idiotic and reckless actions of the few. 

Further, this is an issue that is best addressed at 
the local level.  Regulations that work in densely popu-
lated Manchester would likely be unworkable or unnec-

essary in more rural settings.  Whenever the opportunity 
presents itself to take control of our lives out of the 
hands of far away politicians and return it to the People, I 
will likely be in support of such measures, whether it 
involves taking power from the federal government and 
returning it to the state, or giving up power at the state 
level and returning it to the 234 cities and towns in the 
state. 

What was also significant about this bill is that it 
was one of those bills where the vote didn’t break down 
party lines. More often than not, the final vote on a bill is 
a foregone conclusion, given the current makeup of the 
House.  But, every once in a while, a bill like this one 
comes along and provides us with a little more drama 
and excitement. 

These bills that cannot be defined necessarily in 
partisan terms often fall into the “damned if you do, 
damned if you don’t category,” and there have been a 
few occasions where both sides have equally compelling 
arguments, and each argument reflects at least one part 
or aspect of what I’ve described as my guiding principles 
and philosophies.  With some of these bills, I literally 
didn’t know how I was going to vote until the moment my 
finger pushed either the red or the green button in front 
of me. 

Another great example of a bill that had every-
one staring up at the “scoreboard” in anticipation was 
House Bill 1305, a bill which would have reestablished 
the property tax exemption for telecommunication poles 
and conduits.  Again, both sides made compelling 
arguments about taxation and utility rates, and both 
sides, at least in part, adhered to some of my core 
beliefs. 

On one side, the argument that exempting those 
companies from paying property taxes would keep 
phone rates down for landline users, with the alternative 
being a “double tax” on the phone companies.  On the 
other hand, if these property taxes aren’t collected by the 
towns, local budgets (and local taxpayers) would take a 
hit, I based my vote in opposition to this bill on the 
premise that the all companies should be treated equally 
under the law and that it’s not the role of government to 
decide which companies get special considerations such 
as property tax exemptions.  The bill was defeated by a 
133-161 vote. 

And then there are the bills that get passed or 
rejected by a nearly unanimous vote, than can provide 
us with a little levity as we watch the results come in. 
The most recent example of this was HB1412, a bill 
requiring the department of transportation to post signs 
on roads that cross the border into Massachusetts, 
reading “Warning: Massachusetts Border 500 feet.” 

Believe me, few people in the House were as 
entertained as I was by this idea.  Having successfully 
escaped Massachusetts for many of the same reasons  
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this bill’s sponsors were talking about, I got a good 
chuckle at the thought of warning signs being put up to 
warn travelers of their approach into “Unfree America”. 

But to use the power of the government to 
mandate the posting of such signs (even though the bill 
stated clearly that “No public money shall be used to pay 
for such signs”) was more than most of us could fathom, 
as evidenced by the 285-16 margin by which the bill was 
promptly sent packing. 

Well, speaking of travelers venturing into less 
free regions of our great nation, I have to wrap this up 
and finish packing for our California vacation.  Hopefully 
some of my Granite State common sense will rub off 
onto the folks out there, and they can start turning their 
state around.  If I get there and find out they can cook 
s’mores without a permit, I’m not going to be too happy 
about it. 
                                                        Bruce 

Volunteers Needed for Local Non-Profit 
Keep Sound Minds is a N.H. based organization 

dedicated to the memories of Kaleigh and Shane 
Lambert of Deerhill Road, and their Aunt Marci, whose 
deaths occurred as a result of Mental Illness. 

The goal of Keep Sound Minds is to continue to 
educate the public about the risks of Mental Illness.  
KSM has created a DVD for Law Enforcement Personnel 
and first responders.  This DVD offers ideas on how to 
recognize mental illness, and how to handle it, and 
protect the general public.  It also offers ideas to help 
families dealing with Mental Illness, and how to help your 
loved ones and minimize the risks to themselves and 
others.    

The DVD has been distributed to several Police 
Departments in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.  
We are now in the process of sending them out to Maine 
and Rhode Island. 

We are in great need of Volunteers and anyone 
who would like to be part of our mailing list.  If you are 
interested in being part of Keep Sound Minds, please 
contact Kim Walsh at kim@keepsoundminds.org.  For 
more information, visit us at www.keepsoundminds.org . 

                         Kimberly Walsh, Executive Director 
 
Swasey School Celebrates 
“Read Across America” Day 

On Friday, March 2, 2012 schools across the 
country observed the second annual “Read across 
America Day,” which was marked with a proclamation by 
President Obama.  The date is the birthday of the late 
Dr. Seuss, who would have been 108 this year.  Swasey 

School was on vacation during the actual date. However,   
on Friday, February 24 a special assembly took place at 
the school.  The fifth graders started by leading the 
Swasey School cheer, followed by the play Dogbreath 
performed by Mr. Schroeder’s acting troupe. 

The celebration of reading will continue after the 
school break with several events and activities.  The 
popular New Hampshire author Marty Kelley will spend a 
week at the school, working in each classroom.  There 
will also be “buddy reading” when classes team up to 
read together, and “guest readers,” a variety of commun-
ity readers who will be invited in to read to students. 

Brentwood Rabies Clinic 
Brentwood Animal Control is pleased to announce 

its first Annual Rabies Clinic & Micro-Chipping on 
Saturday, March 24 from  9:00am to 12:00pm at the 
Brentwood Fire Station, 419 Middle Rd. corner of Rte 
125.  A rabies vaccination will cost $10.00 per pet.  
Micro-chipping per pet is $25.00.  (Price for micro-chip 
includes pet registration fee.)  The clinic will be held with 
the cooperation of Dr. Bradford Barnes, Edgefield 
Animal Hospital, of Hampstead, N.H.   

Your pets should be on a leash or in a carrier. 

The rabies vaccine is good for only one year 
without proof of prior vaccination.  (You must bring your 
previous Rabies Vaccination Certificate with you.)  

The Town Clerk will also be available at the Town 
Office Building from 9am-noon for Brentwood town 
residents to license their pets.  The fees for dog 
registration are $6.50 for a spayed or neutered dog and 
puppies under six months, and $9.00 for an unaltered 
dog.  For owners over 65 years old, the registration fee 
for the first dog is $3.00.  Dog licenses must be renewed 
by April 30 of each year. 

State laws now require all Animal Control Officers 
and Shelters to scan every stray for microchips.  The 
Rabies Clinic is open to the public, regardless of 
residency.  For more information contact the Brentwood 
Animal Control Officer, 679-2225. 

Easter at Pilgrim Church 

Please join us at Pilgrim Church for the celebra-
tion of Easter on Sunday, April 8, 2012.  We will begin 
the day with a brief, outdoor worship service at 7:00 AM.  
That will be followed by a Community Breakfast from 
7:30 – 9:30 AM.  We will worship in the sanctuary at 
10:00 AM.  Pilgrim Church is located at 197 Middle Road 
(Route 111A) in Brentwood.  The Rev. Kimberly S. 
McKerley may be reached at 603-778-3189 or at 
pilgrimucc@pilgrimucc-nh.org.  Pilgrim Church is a 
progressive Christian community, a Just-Peace, Open 
and Affirming Congregation of the UCC. All are 
welcome! 
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The Mary E. Bartlett Memorial Library 
Thank you to the many patrons 

who participated in the “I love my library 
because…” contest last month.  We 
were amazed and humbled by all of the 
kind words we received.  Congratulations 
to Emilee Butenas (shown at right) for 
being our grand prize winner!  Her name 
was drawn to receive a book bag, fleece blanket and 
cookbook, all kindly donated by the Friends of the 
Library. 

Thanks to a generous donation from The Friends 
of the Library, we have completed our collection of 2011 
Newbery, Caldecott and other award winning books. 
Please stop by to check out one of these fantastic reads. 

The Friends also made a software donation to 
the library last month.  Now it is possible for us to offer 
some great computer classes to the community.  We will 
be holding Basic Training Courses in March and April. 
Call or email the library to reserve your spot in a basic 
Microsoft Word course (March 19 to 31), basic Excel 
(April 2 to 14), or basic Publisher class (April 16 to 20). 
Classes will be led by volunteer Jacqueline Wilson and 
me, Betsy Solon.  Or, make an appointment for a one-
on-one lesson at a time that’s convenient for you later 
this Spring.  Look for future courses in PowerPoint, 
email, and “device advice” (help with your e-book 
readers)! 

Please join us for an informative and potentially 
life-saving program about Lyme Disease on Monday, 
March 12 from 7:00pm-9:00pm.  We will be showing the 
film Under Our Skin, followed by a discussion and Q&A 
session with David Hunter.  (Not appropriate for young 
audiences.) 

Friday Night Flicks continue on March 16 at 
6:30pm with “Happy Feet Two,” rated PG.  We’ll provide 
the popcorn and you may bring the water bottle. 

Ladies Night Movie will be held on Thursday, 
March 15 at 7:00pm.  We will be visiting Paris again, this 
time showing Martin Scorsese’s 2011 film “Hugo,” 
winner of five Academy Awards. 

Knit it.  Rip it.  Never Mind the Frogs (that’s 
knitting lingo!) will meet each Wednesday afternoon 
this month from 4:00 to 4:45.  Whether you’ve been 
knitting for years, or are only just beginning, we hope 
you’ll join this group for ages 10 to 13 at one or all of the 
sessions lead by staff member Abigail Matheson.  
Please call or email the library to reserve your spot. 

Adult knitters are welcome to join us on 
Tuesday, March 6 at 1pm or Thursday, March 8 at 
6:30pm for a new adult program.  Beginners will be led 
by Jacqueline Wilson, while experienced knitters may 
bring along a project of their choice. 

The Brentwood Bookers will be meeting on 
Monday, March 26 at 7pm for another stimulating 
discussion.  This month’s title is the suspenseful The 
Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom. 

Please note that the library will be closed on 
Saturday, March 17 so that all patrons and staff may 
attend the annual Town Meeting. 

      Betsy Solon, Library Director 

Friends of the Library 
I know it was just last month when I wrote “Winter 

is finally here…” but let’s forget about that and look for-
ward to SPRING!  What does spring mean to you?  For 
one thing…BUGS.  There will be a Lyme Disease 
presentation on Monday, March 12 at 7 pm.  There is so 
much to learn about those little bugs and all the havoc 
they can wreak. 

On Thursday, March 29 at 7 pm we will welcome 
Bill Gette from Joppa Flats Education Center, who will 
present a slide show presentation entitled “Bhutan--Land 
of Enchantment.”  We will visit Buddhist temples and 
historic dzongs, get a peek at festivals with traditional 
dances, view architecture and native wildlife -- all 
wrapped into a great evening of learning about this 
beautiful, rugged country.  

Spring also means The Friends will be hosting our 
annual Spring Book Sale.  We have set the date for 
Saturday, May 19.  As you do your spring cleaning, if 
you come across any books you no longer enjoy, that 
are in good condition, please consider donating them to 
the Library.  You can receive a letter acknowledging your 
tax-deductible donation. 

As I remind you every month, please take a look 
at all of the Passes that are available at the Library. 
There are great locations all throughout New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and Maine. It doesn’t have to cost a 
fortune for your whole family to enjoy a day away and 
experience a little culture.  Stop in the library to check 
out these passes ….  

American Independence Museum, (Exeter, NH) (Free 
admission for two adults & their children under 18) 

Canterbury Shaker Village (Canterbury, NH) ($6.00 per adult 
and $3.00 per child) 

Children’s Museum of NH (Dover, NH) ($2.00 per person for 
up to four people) 

Currier Museum of Art, (Manchester, NH) (Free Gen. 
Admission 2 Adults; Kids Always Free) 

The Fells (Newbury, NH) (Free admission for 2 adults and 
accompanying children under 18) 

Historic New England (Boston, MA) (Free Admission) 
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McAuliffe Shephard Discovery (Concord, NH) (Free for 
up to four people. $3.00 extra for the planetarium show) 

Museum of Fine Arts, (Boston, MA) ($5.00 admission 
each for up to two people) 

Museum of Science, (Boston, MA) ($5.00 admission 
each for up to four people) 

NH Historical Museum (Concord, NH) (Free admission 
for 4 adults, or, 2 adults with children) 

Peabody Essex Museum (Admits 2 adults at $5 each. 
Special exhibits not included.) 

SEE Science Center (Manchester, NH) (Free) 

Strawbery Banke (Portsmouth, NH) (Free admission for 
two adults and up to four children) 

Passes are just one of the many ways The 
Friends help our town residents.  Perhaps you would like 
to be a part of this wonderful group!  Please join us at 
our next Friends meeting.  We meet on the second 
Thursday of the month.  Join us in March on the 8th at 
9:30 am.  Find a spot among our group where you are 
comfortable contributing to our community.  We always 
welcome new faces and new ideas! 

We do maintain an email reminder list, to let you 
know about upcoming meetings and events.  If you 
would like to be added to our list, please send an email 
to marybartlett76@yahoo.com.  Notices will be sent out 
only as events approach and your name/email will not be 
shared with anyone. 

    Michelle Siudut, Publicity 

 

Brentwood’s 11th Annual After-Christmas 
Tree Limo Fundraiser 
 It’s been a dry winter, but not so for the 
Christmas Tree Limo.  For volunteer drivers and helpers 
Jim and Michael Austin, Richie Downing, Matt Eaton, 
boy scouts Charlie Eaton, Lincoln Lowry and Michael 
Dechenes as well as scout master John Scippa, it 
virtually rained trees and donation envelopes on January 
8th!   We had over 65 generous customers and donors, 
taking time out of their busy holiday festivities to prep 
their trees and fill envelopes with $775 dollars in total 
donations.  This money will be added to last year’s 
donations, as we had no applicants for the Tree Limo 
Grant last year.  Because the Tree Limo incurs no 
expenses, all proceeds are held in an account to fund a 
Brentwood community grant.  But it’s burning a hole in 
our Christmas stockings!   We need you to think hard 
about applying for this grant money this year: it’s so 
simple.   

If you are a Brentwood community organization or 
service and need short funds for a specific project, you 
can apply for this grant and use it to enhance your 
organization and our community.  You DO NOT need to 
be a 501-3C organization, but if you are, you may be 
eligible for matching grants as well.   

Grant applications are now available for down-
load on the Brentwood Town website under “resources”.  
You can also e-mail treelimo@comcast.net  with the 
word “Application” in the subject line to print an applica-
tion, or call me and I will get you an application (778-
9411). 

The grant’s criteria are simple: 
• Targeted use of funds exclusively for Brentwood 

community or a Brentwood-based organization 
• Imminent need for funds (within one year) 
• Financial hardship 
• Restricted resources  

There is a March 1 deadline, but we are extending 
it to April 1 this year to encourage some applicants who 
may still be hibernating.   Award notification is June 1. 

                                                      Elyse Seeley  

Brentwood Seniors 
 The Seniors had a great afternoon at their 
February meeting, first enjoying a good potluck luncheon 
as usual and then settling back for the “Pound Party” 
auction.  Everyone went home with something new and 
different and the Seniors treasury was a little fluffier than 
it had been before. 

 The Seniors treasury has one more opportunity to 
be fluffed up, and that’s the Brentwood Seniors Bake 
Sale at the coming Election Day – Tuesday, March 13, 
at the Community Center.  All members are respectfully 
urged to contribute baked items, and to assure their 
friends and neighbors that we would love to have their 
donated baked goods also.   

 The March meeting will take place Wednesday, 
March 28 at the Brentwood Community Center, 190 
Route 125.  Lunch will be a potluck luncheon.  Members 
should arrive between 11:00 and 11:30 for appetizers. 
President Sandy Thorsell will begin the short business 
meeting at 11:30, after which the lunch buffet line will be 
open. 

 Entertainment will be provided by “Romano,” an 
Irish Italian singer from Hampton.  He will sing “oldies 
but goodies” accompanied with his guitar.  Sing-alongs 
will also be included.   New members are always wel-
come at the Seniors meetings.  You do not have to live 
in Brentwood to be part of this enjoyable group.  For 
more information please call Sandy Thorsell, president, 
at 772-4476. 
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Brentwood Recreation News 
BASEBALL and SOFTBALL 
 

Schedules for the upcoming season will be available on 
our web site in April.  
Coaches Meeting will be Monday, March 12 at 6:30pm 
Town Office Building. ** Note change from originally 
scheduled date. 
Field Clean-up day  April 14 beginning at 9am.  Please 
bring your rakes, wheel barrows and gloves and join us 
as we can get our fields ready for the season! 
 Team pictures will be taken on May 20. Coaches will 
notify their teams with time. 
 
Seniors --“Join us for Yoga Movement Class!” 
Join us at the Brentwood Community Center the 1st and 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 10:30am. 
  
Yoga Class  
Tuesday evenings   6:30pm The next 8 week session 
dates:         March 20 – May 8  

      May 15 – July 10 (no class 7/3) 

Cost: $64/ eight weeks   Drop-ins always welcome!  

Zumba Classes  

Zumba and Zumba Strength & Sculpt Classes 
Next Class starts Wednesday, April 4.  
Zumba        6:00-7:00pm,   $42 
Sculpt & Strength   7:00-7:40pm,   $30 
     $56 for both Zumba and Zumba Strength and Sculpt   
      Drop-ins welcome!  $9/class 

Kids Yoga Class 
Next 8-week Sessions -- New Day! 
Thursdays Mar. 8 – Apr. 19   
Thursdays May 3 – June 21 

Time:    3:30-4:15pm      Cost:   $64/ 8 weeks 
               $120 for both sessions! 

Join Us at Foxwoods! 

Our next trip to Foxwoods Resort Casino will be Mon-
day, March 19.    Cost: $35 per person. 
 Bus leaves the Brentwood Recreation Area at 7:30am 
and returns approx. 7:30pm. Please mail in your contact 
information with check, or contact the Recreation office 
to sign up. 

Coyote Club Wilderness Education Class 
The six-week course runs Monday afternoons from 3:20-
4:30pm. 
Class begins Monday, April 30 (no class May 28)  
Cost is $65   Space is limited. 
 
Bunny Breakfast and Egg Hunt 
Our Annual Bunny Breakfast and Town Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 7.  The Egg Hunt will start promptly at 
8:45am and the Bunny Breakfast will run 9:00-10:00am. 
The Easter Bunny will be there to visit with kids. Break-
fast Cost: $5 for adults and $3 for kids.  The Egg Hunt is 
free to town residents. 

 
 

Adult Over 30 Coed Softball  
The season will run late June through mid-August.  If 
you are interested in playing or have a group interested 
in forming a team, sign up at the Recreation office or 
registration forms will also be available on our website. 
Individual or team sign-up deadline is May 17.  
 
     Upcoming Spring and Summer Programs: 
Soccer Camp with Challenger’s British Soccer. 
 August 22—26.  
Half Day  9am–12pm, Ages 6-10yrs, $122. 
Half Day  4-7pm, Ages 10-13yrs, $122. 
Mini Soccer  9–10:30am, Ages 3-5yrs, $91. 
If you’d like to know more or sign-up online, visit: 
www.challengersports.com. Sign-up forms also available 
in the Recreation office.   

Multi Sport Camp with a British Twist! 
 Participants will learn British sports and develop new 
skills with team-building activities that include more than 
just running, jumping, catching, kicking and throwing. For 
ages 5-11. 

Pre-Engineering & Engineering FUNdamentals with 
LEGOs  June 25–29 
Project-based programs designed to teach principles 
and methods of engineering.  See website for more de-
tail.  Pre-Engineering is for ages 5-8.   Engineering Fun-
damentals is for ages 8-11.   $125.  Space is limited. 

Archery Course Tuesdays May 1–22, $55. 

Babysitter Course date TBA. 

Surf Camp 

Watch for more programs and classes 
 
Facilities Rental 

The Brentwood Community Center is available to 
rent for parties, receptions, meetings and more. Brent-
wood residents receive a 50% discount off the rental 
rates!  See our website for rental application or pick up 
an application at the Recreation office. 

Check out the Recreation pages on the town 
website, www.brentwoodnh.gov.  Forms are there to be 
downloaded for your convenience, as well as other im-
portant information about current programs and events. 

For more information, check out the Recreation 
pages on the town website, www.brentwoodnh.gov.  

.                     Margaret Dullea, Recreation Director  
603 642-6400 ext. 20         recreation@brentwoodnh.gov Of-

fice hours: Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 8:30am-3:30pm. Commission 
meetings fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm. 
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 Brentwood Historical Society 

Beer-Tasting and History of Brewing Next Up! 

 Beer and ale lovers, and those just curious and 
interested, will not want to miss the Historical Society’s 
next program.   On Thursday, March 22 at 7:00 pm, 
members and visitors will hear Glenn Knoblock talk 
about the “History of Brewing in New Hampshire,” a 
program made possible by a grant from the New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council.  With slides of unusual and 
rare photos and advertisements Glenn will cover the 
home- and tavern-based brewing in Colonial times, the 
early breweries including the renowned Frank Jones, 
lesser-known brewers including the only brewery owned 
and operated by a woman before modern times, and 
today’s modern breweries and brew pubs. 

 Beginning at 6:45, those arriving for the program 
will be invited to taste samples of beer and ale made by 
local area brewers, including several Brentwood brewers 
who will generously donate bottles of their recent brews. 

 We are still seeking other Brentwood brewers 
who will donate a few bottles to the beer tasting.  
Your name and some details about your brew will be 
on a card beside your samples.  Please call Linda 
Rousseau, Program Chair, 580-2358. 

 All are welcome to come to this special evening at 
the Brentwood Historical Society Museum, 140 Crawley 
Falls Road, Brentwood.  For further information please 
call Alma Vahey, president, at 679-8635. 
 

A February Scouting Night at the Museum 

Brentwood Webelos Scouts attended the Historical Society’s 
February program honoring Scouting in America.  From left:  
Gavin Shilladay, Tim Hoyt, Ryan Pearson, Max Gauthier, Jake 
Myers and Connor Floyd. 
 
 The Historical Society Museum was filled to 
capacity for the Society’s February program on the 
Scouting program in America and its impact on our 
society.  In addition to Historical Society members, a 

number of Scout leaders, parents and Cub Scouts them-
selves gathered to see the large display of early 
Scouting uniforms, equipment and memorabilia.  Cliff 
Cray of Epping, who has been associated with Scouting 
in this area for years, gave a short talk, addressing the 
young Webelos Scouts in particular.   

 Steve Floyd, a former Brentwood Cubmaster and 
now a den leader for Webelos Scouts, delighted those 
attending by picking up a very old bugle and blowing a 
nearly perfect rendition of “Taps.”  He had been a Scout 
camp bugler for many years, and everything came back 
to him at that moment.  

 Harry Taylor of Epping, a member of the Historical 
Society, brought a generous display of his son’s scouting 
memorabilia, which he said was a tiny fraction of the 
scouting material still at his son’s home.  Harry himself 
was recognized as the oldest Eagle Scout in the room. 

 At the end of the evening, it was clear that the 
scouting experience stays with a man from his early 
years right on through his entire life.  Many thanks to 
Garett Lasewicz, the current Brentwood Pack 192 
Cubmaster, for helping to extend our invitation to the 
leaders and parents of the town’s scouts. 

  Linda Rousseau for the Historical Society 

 

Historical Notes 
Inns, Rum and Other Spirits 
 Inns played an important part in the social life of 
our ancestors.  There men met their friends between the 
morning and afternoon church services.  Town meetings 
adjourned there and passing travelers paused for re-
freshment.  Licenses were issued as early as 1686, and 
were granted only to “persons of good repute.” 
 In Brentwood several houses were licensed as 
inns and/or stage stops.  From the 1800s on, town 
records list many men as “tavernors” or as licensed to 
“keep tavern.”  
  Rum was used for men doing work for the town. 
From “Town Cash Books, 1808-1828” – 

March 3, 1814 – Paid William Swain one dollar it being 
for one gallon of rum expended on the Birch Road. 

Nov. 19, 1818 – Paid Simon Fellows 50¢ for three pints 
of rum used on repairing Copy Hold bridge. 

March 4, 1825 – two quarts of rum for moving wall  18¢. 
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Brentwood Gardeners 
 The Gardeners were delighted to add two new 
members to this happy group at the February meeting 
on Tuesday the 17th.  As a way to hear from everyone 
each time, we have been starting the evening with a 
question and gone round the circle to hear each per-
son’s answer.  This time it was “What is your favorite 
kind of garden?” The answers are always fun and 
interesting.   

 Gladys Ray was the speaker, giving us clear, no-
nonsense instructions (or reminders as the case may be)  
on preserving fruits.  She is an excellent speaker and 
also a strong advocate for the superior information that’s 
available at the Rockingham Country Extension Service, 
which is right at Brentwood’s doorstep.  She had taken 
the trouble to assemble really substantial packets of 
Extension information for each of us, in addition to a 
booklet of her own recipes.  She ended with giving each 
member a gift jar of her own raspberry preserves. 

Two events in March: 

 The monthly meeting will take place as usual on 
Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Room of 
the Pilgrim Church, Middle Road.   The speaker will be 
Pam Hunt of the NH Audubon Society, Concord, with a 
program on the birds we encounter in our gardens.   This 
is one we have been waiting for, and our thanks to 
Joanne Davis for arranging it. 

 On Monday, March 26, members will meet at 
Churchill’s Garden Center at 7:00 pm.  Diantha Wade 
has arranged for us to go to the new hothouse for a one 
hour visit and discussion of house plants.  We will be 
alone with our Churchill’s staff person – no noise and 
plenty of time for questions.  Sure to be an evening we 
will treasure. 

 The Gardeners are welcoming new members and 
will welcome more!  For any questions, please call the 
co-presidents, Torie Freeman, 778-3748, or Linda 
Rousseau, 580-2358.                                         

 
The Gardeners’ Tip of the Month 

 If you have flowering trees – apple, plum, cherry, 
pear – as soon as the buds start to swell, it’s time to 
begin pruning them.  Japanese plum and peaches 
should be pruned to an open center.  Apples, cherries, 
pears and other plums grow best pruned to a modified 
leader (center is more closed and tree is more upright). 
Remove any dead, diseased or broken branches, as well 
as crossing branches and twiggy, nonproductive growth. 

 While you’re pruning crabapple and plum, cut 
some 2-foot sections of pruned limbs with flower buds on 
them (flower buds are larger than leaf buds).  The best 
way to hydrate the stems is to lay them down in a 

bathtub of water overnight.  If that’s a problem in your 
house, just recut the stems, place them in a bucket of 
warm water, and keep them in a cool place for a week or 
so.  When flowers begin to open, bring them into your 
living area and your house will smell of spring even 
though the snow may still be flying outdoors. 

 
Sympathy 

Sincere sympathy and friendship are extended to 
the family of Elizabeth B. Nolan of Mill Pond Road, who 
passed away February 2, 2012 at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston.  She and her husband 
Walter T. Nolan, Jr. had moved to Brentwood in recent 
years after living in several North Shore Massachusetts 
communities, in California and in southern New Hamp-
shire. 

Mrs. Nolan was born in Charlestown, Mass., and 
graduated from Revere High School and the Modern 
School of Fashion and Design.  She was an 
accomplished artist.  She is survived by her six children, 
15 grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren, many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 

 
Historical Note 
Poplin Separates from Brentwood 

 When Brentwood separated from Exeter in 1742, 
it by far constituted the largest territory annexed from the 
mother town.  It at one time contained 21,469 acres. The 
western half of the town when incorporated in 1742 was 
sparsely settled and it was desired by some at that time 
for Brentwood to consist of just the eastern portion and 
let the western portion be left to itself since it was farther 
from church meeting and more thinly settled.  But the 
majority of the petitioners for a new town in 1742 wanted 
both halves, making the center three or four miles from 
the new Marshall’s Corner Meeting house. 

 As new settlers migrated into the western portion 
of old Brentwood, they began to complain of the long 
distance they had to travel to attend Sunday worship at  
the “Gully” meeting house built in 1750.  In 1757 and 
1763 petitions requesting separation or annexation to 
Chester or Epping were denied.  Finally Brentwood gave 
its blessings in May of 1764 and a new town of equal 
size encompassing the western half of Brentwood was 
incorporated on June 22, 1764 and named Poplin by 
Govern Benning Wentworth.  The origin of the name 
Poplin is not known.  [The name was later changed to 
Fremont.]  Through the years Brentwood and Fremont 
have remained long time neighbors. 

  Article by Matthew E. Thomas in  
Brentwood, New Hampshire, Program and Historical 
Souvenir, 1992. 
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Calendar of Events 
Mar.   8 Friends of the Library – 9:30 am, Bartlett Library 
Mar.  10 School District Meeting – 9:00 am, Swasey School Gymnasium 
Mar.  11 Daylight Saving Time begins.   
Mar.  12 “Under Our Skin” – program on Lyme disease, speaker David Hunter – 7:00 pm, Bartlett Library 
Mar.  13 Election Day – Polls open 8:00 am – 7:00 pm, Brentwood Community Center 
Mar.  14 Conservation Commission – 7:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building  
Mar.  15 Planning Board – 7:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building 
  Ladies Night at the Movies – “Hugo”, 7:00 pm, Bartlett Library 
Mar.  16 Friday Night Flick – 6:30 pm – “Happy Feet Two,” Bartlett Library 
Mar.  17 Town Meeting – 9:00 am, Swasey School Gymnasium 
Mar.  19 Library Trustees – 6:30 pm, Bartlett Library 
Mar.  20 Parent-Faculty Group – 6:30 pm, Swasey School Library 
  Selectmen’s meeting – 7:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building 
  Brentwood Gardeners – 7:00 pm, Pilgrim Church Fellowship Hall; Audubon Society program on Birds 
Mar.  22 “History of Brewing in New Hampshire” – Glenn Knoblock, with grant from NH Humanities 

Council. – 7:00 pm, Historical Society Museum, Crawley Falls Rd.  Beer-tasting beginning 6:45. 
Mar.  24 Rabies Clinic – 9am-12 noon, Brentwood Fire Station.  See page 16. 
Mar.  26 Brentwood Bookers – 7 pm, Bartlett Library 
  Brentwood Gardeners – meet at Churchill’s Gardens at 7:00 pm at the new hothouse; program on house 

plants. 
Mar.  27 Selectmen’s meeting – 6:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building 
  Recreation Commission – 6:30 pm, Sanborn Room, Town Office Building 
Mar.  28 Brentwood Seniors – 11:30 pm, Brentwood Community Center. 
 
Apr.  2 Trails Committee – 7:00 pm, Town Office Building 
  Firemen’s Association – 7:30 pm, Firehouse 
  Democratic Committee – 7:00 pm, Bartlett Library 
Apr.  3 Selectmen’s meeting – 6:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building 
Apr.  5 Cemetery Trustees – 7:00 pm, Town Office Building 
  Planning Board – 7:00 pm, Cross Room, Town Office Building 
Apr.  7 Easter Egg Hunt – 8:45 am, Community Center 
  Bunny Breakfast – 9:00-10:00 am, Community Center 
 
                 The public is welcome at all above events 
 

             
 
             The Brentwood Newsletter 
             c/o Linda Rousseau, Editor          
             PO Box 282 
             Exeter, NH  03833-0282  

             (Change Service Requested)  
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