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Members in attendance:  Doug Cowie, Jeff Donald, Heather Gilbert, Jody Kaufman, Emily Schmalzer 

and Rob Wofchuck 

Selectmen’s Rep in attendance: None 

Alternates in attendance: None 

Public Present:  Malcolm Allison and Debbie Briscoe 

 

Meeting convened at 7:05 PM 

 

Cowie moved the December minutes.  Gilbert seconded and the minutes were approved.  

 

Wofchuck introduced Malcolm Allison who discussed the ad-hoc committee’s efforts to research a solar 

panel generator to cover the electric use for all for the municipal buildings. The objective of the 

committee is “to save tax money by installing a solar generator to minimize the power bills for the town 

of Brentwood at a minimum cost to the town.” The best site is the fire station and keeping the system size 

under 100kw. Estimates show that we can save 75% of the total power bill with the remaining 25% for 

transmission and peak load penalties unrecoverable. The lowest cost to ownership is through a power 

purchase agreement. After receiving three proposals, Revision Energy, a local Brentwood business was 

chosen to do the installation and would also by the counter-party to the power purchase agreement. 

Malcolm described that there would be two warrant articles at the upcoming town meeting. The first 

article would be to enter into the power purchase agreement. The second article would be to create and 

fund a reserve account to purchase the solar generator at the end of year 6.  After discussion and 

questions, Gilbert moved to have the Conservation Commission support the two warrant articles. Donald 

seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Wofchuck presented the 2017 Exeter Swampscott River Local Advisory Committee membership dues bill 

of $200 for payment. Kaufman motioned to approve and Cowie seconded. Motion passed.  

 

Wofchuck presented a bill for $333 for 2017 dues for the NH Association of Conservation Commissions. 

Donald moved to approve and Cowie seconded. Motion passed.   

 

Wofchuck discussed the forestry proposal from Charlie Moreno for the South Road properties. Moreno’s 

proposal is for an estimated cost of $4,800 to do all the forestry work and also includes work to 

implement many of the recommendations from the land management plans. These other items include 

laying out and creating trails for recreation on both parcels, most likely using skidder trails.  Included 

would also be laying several very large logs across the Little River to create a bridge. The town would 

need to complete the bridge with planking, etc. Also included would be a large wildlife clearing on the 

Martin track of roughly 5 acres and clearing for a small parking area of South Road. Moreno estimated 

the gross revenues to be in the range of $8,000 to $12,000 so this project should be neutral to cash flow 

positive for the town. Moreno’s would be taking a very long range approach to the property by taking out 

low value trees in this initial cut and creating a long-term sustainable forest that would produce income 

for the town going forward. Kaufman made a motion to move forward with the proposal and present it to 

the Selectmen. Cowie seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Discussion on logging of Merrill property. The property has a conservation easement that allows for 

forestry. The Merrills had a forest management plan prepared by a licensed forester. It was noted that 

there appeared to be areas of clear cut. Wofchuck explained this allowed and may be beneficial to wildlife 

that requires shrub lands and young forests. Briscoe commented that it would be great to have trails 
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through the property and maybe create some new ones if the landowners were receptive. Kaufman to 

contact the Merrills to see if they would be agreeable.         

 

Wofchuck announced that he would step down as chair once his term expires in March although he would 

remain as a member. Wofchuck will also post in the newsletter for new members as we have some 

openings.  

 

At 8:05 PM Gilbert moved to adjourn, Donald seconded and the motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Rob Wofchuck 


